
"It's the most wonderful time of  the year" 

 Chances are, when you read this line, you sang it in your head. In 
fact, it's one of those songs where I can't remember the first time I heard it or 
how I even know it, and if I try to keep going, I will clearly mess the words 
up. In a small way, it kind of feels like Christmas - a single and simple theme   
surrounded by chaos, and all of us are    
striving hard to survive. 

 It's the most wonderful time of the year 

 With the kids jingle belling 

 And everyone telling you be of good cheer 

 It's the most wonderful time of the year! 

 Does your Christmas season sound like this? Some of us may not feel 
that way. You have Christmas parties to attend including several with family.  
 These family gatherings are often segmented by mixed and blended 
families and relatives travel schedules. The school, the church and your job 
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are competing for your festive party time. 

 Even as you read this, you still need to make countless trips to the local retail store, stock up on 
groceries and figure out child care for the two weeks of break when you will still report to work.  

 And Christmas Eve is on a Sunday! Where am I going to fit a worship service into the mass of 
paper, gifts, pajamas, ribbons and breakfast scattered throughout my living room floor! 

 I have an answer. Christmas wasn't created to stress your life. It is, rather, a celebration of the 
most simple and humble miracle ever to be delivered to the world - the birth of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Was Jesus born on Christmas Day? Most likely that is false and that date falls on another 
spot in the calendar. But when the date was set aside to honor Christ, it has taken on a much different 
material meaning in our culture. 

 Those things are not inherently bad. We all love gifts - both to get and to give. Families are 

wonderful, even though it's filled with tough relationships and hard memories of ones we have lost. 
Parties and holidays are a reflection of the rest, entertainment and play that brings a needed element to 
all of our lives. 

 But when the chaos surrounds the tree, look to the top where likely is perched a star - represent-
ing the simplicity of why we worship on this day in the first place. 

 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some 
wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We 
saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him." (Matthew 2:1-2) 

 This Christmas, simplify the chaos. Share the true meaning of Christmas with your family and 
your children. Attend a church service to worship together. Enjoy family, play, sing, laugh and eat. 
Take some time off work. And most of all, remember what this is truly all about. Serve others and give 

to someone less fortunate. And I hope you get that gift you always wanted! 

It truly is the most wonderful time of the year.        Pastor Daryl 



Does Christmas seem a little less nostalgic to you now than                                                                           
when you were a young child full of dreams? 

The tree is not as tall, lights’ not as bright, the cookies don’t have that same taste.                                                  
The Christmas carols don’t seem as joyous and heartfelt. 

The Christmas Eve service may be just that, just another service. 

“Peace on Earth” may be more like,                                                                                                           

“Just get me through this season, and let’s move on to next year.” 

Why not take a moment and go back and revisit our childhood memories of that perfect time of year. 
Christmas…with all the sparkles, joy,  and holiday cheer. 

Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, Frosty the Snowman, It’s a Wonderful Life and Bing Crosby singing 
“White Christmas” helped to captivate our attention and help us get into the Spirit of Christmas. 

Remember being bundled up when going shopping and watching the snow dance as it fell to the ground, 
going from store to store and greeting one another with a hearty “Merry Christmas!” 

The carols we heard on the radio and the children making their first snowmen while                              
our mothers made hot chocolate are just a few memories. 

The smells of Christmas, that greeted you as you took your boots off on the old back porch,                 

school was out for the holidays and everyone eagerly awaited coming together                                          
as a family to enjoy a wonderful Christmas meal and enjoying stories. 

The horse and sleigh ride through the town,                                                                                                 

which was a beautiful winter wonderland from the first fluffy snow of December. 

Then the night we all waited for, young and old,                                                                                                     
as we put on our Sunday’s best for the Christmas Eve service. 

The whole family seemed a little lighter, our smile and eyes were bigger and our hearts were warmer   

because of something we all believed in…Jesus our Savior was born! He is our hope for tomorrow. 

The Light of Christ still shines brightly in the hearts of those who have made room for Him. 

       This Christmas allow Christ’s love to fill your hearts and illuminate                                                                                  

                His peace to you and yours during this special season. 

Merry Christmas!! 

Pastor Brian 

December 3  “Birth of Jesus Foretold”    Luke 1:26-38                                                                      

December 10 “Mary Travels & Sings”  Luke 1:39-56                                              

December 17 “John’s Birth & Zechariah’s Prophecy”     Luke 1:57-80                                              

December 24 “The Coming of Jesus”  Luke 2:1-7                                                                

Candlelight Service     “The First Christmas”  Luke 2:8-21                                                                       

December 31 Pastor Brian Speaking 

December Sermon Series 



Continued next page 

Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back 

During the month of November, we had a really fun month in student    

ministries and were able to give back to the community as well.  At the 

start of the month, nearly 15 of our High school students served our 

community by being a part of the Community Canned Food Drive. We 

had a fun time walking the streets and picking up food donated to those 

in need to bring back to the Fairbury Food pantry.  

Throughout the month of November, we have had record high numbers attend-

ing our JV program on Wednesday nights—between 35 and 40 Junior High stu-

dents. During this month, for student ministries, our teaching was focused on 

“Loving the Unlovely”. We started by challenging students to love like Jesus loved, 

then talked about loving   different groups that might be hard to love at times. We 

had 3 weeks dedicated to loving our family, friends, and enemies respectively 

throughout the month.  

 

Student Ministry Goals 

We were intentional about building relationships as well. Jesus in his ministry 

often filled the needs of the people he ministered to before he taught them. Each 

week in    student ministry, we seek to make our students feel safe, comfortable, 

and provide them with a fun experience in hopes that it might become a place that 

students want to bring their friends. We aim to play games that engage as many 

students as possible so that we might not let any student leave without having a 

positive experience at our church. We work hard to help our students have new ex-

periences and be the best entertainment Fairbury has to offer for teens. We want 

to draw students here and help them to have a great time so that they might be 

impacted by their time here. 

 We intentionally aim to break into small groups of 6-10 students and 1 leader 

in hopes they might develop a relationship not only with Christian peers but also 

with a Christian adult. In those small groups they discuss and apply Biblical 

teaching to their lives that they have just received from the message portion of our 

evening. We also     unapologetically share the gospel on a regular basis at youth 

group so that new students might understand what it means to have a relationship 

with Jesus. And furthermore, we have a time of worship through contemporary 

Christian songs during worship. We are intentionally encouraging students to en-

gage in worship even if they do not yet know Christ in hopes that they might real-

ize their great need for a savior.  

 Our hope as leaders in our student ministry is that we reach and disciple these      

students who will potentially lead our Church in the coming years. So please pray 

for the leaders who are working hard each week in our student ministries! They 

are good people who care about passing on the faith to the next generation. It can 

be stressful at times but incredibly rewarding as well!  Pray that they might have 

find new joy and compassion working with students and be filled with an enduring 

love that only comes from God. 



Looking Forward 

As we enter into the month of December we have some exciting things coming up with 

our youth at the Church.  

On December 5th at 5:30-7:30 PM and December 9th at 9:00-11:00 AM, 

we are conducting our Evaluation Days for UPWARD Basketball.   

During these 2 days we could potentially have 150 Kindergarten-5th 

grade kids coming into our church building to sign up and get placed 

on an  UPWARD Basketball team. 

 

On December 17th the High School students 

are going to Fairview Haven to do some Christmas Caroling. They 

have been asking to go Caroling so we are going to take some time 

during youth group that night to go and sing for others! Details to 

follow. 

                                                                                                                     

Youth Group will be canceled for the Dec 20th, 24th, and 27th. 

 

December 31st   8 PM—12:15 AM 

New Year’s Eve Party for Junior and Senior High  

  

Merry Christm
as from Pastor Josh & Nicole 

On Christmas Eve at 6 pm we will gather for our traditional Candlelight 

Worship.  It will be full of carols, the Christ Candle on our Advent wreath 

will be lit and the service will conclude with Family Communion and a quiet 

time to reflect on what is worth all the hustle and bustle.   

Children’s Christmas Program  

Sunday, Dec 10 at 9 am  

**In place of Regular Sunday School   

Practice on Saturday, Dec 9 at 9 am for ALL involved. 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” 

Medlin’s Ministry Message Continued 



      What is Advent? 

     For many Christians there may be some confusion surrounding 

    the meaning of the Advent season. Some people may know that the 

    Advent season focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an 

anticipation  of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to Christmas. This is part of the story, 

but there’s more to Advent.           

 The History of Advent                                                                                
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming.” Originally,    

(4th and 5th centuries) Advent was a celebration of God’s incarnation which is the birth of Jesus 

Christ. This early celebration included elements of fasting and resembled what is practiced  

during the 40 days of lent. But this church practice changed by the 6th century, and Roman 

Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they had in mind was    

not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds as  

the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly 

linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas like we celebrate today.                                          

 Advent Today                                                                                              
Today, the Advent season lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. (Advent begins on the 

Sunday that falls between November 27th and December 3rd each year.)                                 

The Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” perfectly represents the church’s cry during 

the Advent season:   O come, O come, Emmanuel,                                                                                                               

   And ransom captive Israel,                                                                                                                

   That mourns in lonely exile here                                                                                                    

   Until the Son of God appears.                                                                                                                          

   Rejoice! Rejoice!                                                                                                                                    

   Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.                

While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now 

sings the song in commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in 

the future.                                                                                                                                      

 Advent Liturgy and Practice                                                                    
The four weeks of advent are traditionally based on the themes of     Hope    Peace    Joy    Love                         

These themes both look back to the celebration of the first coming in Bethlehem but also looks 

forward to the second coming and appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ. Over the course of the 

four weeks, Scripture readings move from passages about Christ’s return in judgment, to Old 

Testament passages about the expectation of the coming Messiah, to New Testament passages 

about the announcements of Christ’s arrival by John the Baptist and the Angels.                               

 Advent and the Christian Life                                                                
While Advent is certainly a time of celebration and anticipation of Christ’s birth, it is more than 

that. It is only in the shadow of Advent that the miracle of Christmas can be fully understood 

and appreciated; and it is only in the light of Christmas that the Christian life makes any sense. 

This is the essence of Advent. 



 Hello brothers and sisters in the Lord  

 I hope these few lines find everyone doing great at this 

time of the year coming into the holiday season. I have agreed to take a turn at writing down a few lines 

to the church body as a whole, which to me is not a bad thing. It is just hard sometimes to find the time 

to sit down and give some thought to some of the matters of our local church body and mostly I guess 

where I have found myself in matters of our congregation. Please bear with me as I am not to adept at 

doing what I am doing now, which is writing to people although I do it a few time throughout the year.   

 So things seem to be going well as far as I can tell. I do try to mind my own business as much as 

possible unless there is something someone thinks I should know given that I am a Deacon. So saying 

that I hope that these few lines that are put down will kind of open up some new dialogue with people 

here who cares or dares to do so. I do enjoy conversation with folks and especially if it has something to 

do with new ideas, new people and the general health of US.  

       I must say that this past year has been a great challenge for our congregation. We have been 

through quite a bit together. The main change as I think we would all agree is our pastors. First and fore-

most is the change in our senior pastor. We called Pastor Daryl to be our GUY. I just want to say here 

and I would be remiss if I did not do so, is that I Loved Pastor Steve & Linda and they will always have a 

very special place in mine & Marsha's heart.  He was always there for me and I know a lot of you feel 

that same way.  

       But it was time for a change and some go smoother than others. We were no exception but we 

have gotten through this and it was a good change... I had one brother say that he thought I was a “Steve 

guy” and I was. Steve was my head pastor. Now I am a “Daryl Evans guy”. I am VERY pleased with 

Daryl as our pastor and I believe I am saying that with confidence and a great deal of support from the 

congregation as a whole. I am seeing his preaching be more and more exiting and I am liking that. 

(Daryl, if you read this please try to stay humble brother. But we do love you and Deanna and we can't 

forget Ryan.)  

       I believe as a church body we have all grown through this process of installing Daryl as our Lead 

Pastor. I can say as a Deacon I grew through that time also. I am also a strong believer in ongoing 

growth of mature Christian believers in a church I truly believe we went through this together so the 

glory of God could be seen in our congregation. Praise God his son Jesus and the Holy Spirit as they con-

tinue to bless us.  

    I also don't want to forget our new associate Pastor Brian King and his dear help mate Lesley. I 

was on the search committee so I got to meet with them along with the rest of the committee a couple of 

times. Brian’s name was brought up pretty early on in the process but we thought we should be looking 

for a younger better looking guy who was more outgoing......But seriously, we as a committee did believe 

that God was leading us back to Brian to fill the void left by Daryl. Thanks Brian for the joy you show 

our congregation and the communities’ around us.  

      Well, I could go on —  I have not even mentioned AWANA and all the help we are getting, but  

we are still looking for more to come and mentor these kids. I just want to say that we are not saved by 

our works but we are saved unto goods works. (Galatians 6:9) So let's not grow weary of doing what is 

good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don't give up...   

A Moment With Our 

Dave Taylor 



 Community Meal  — December 4 and December 18 at 6 pm 

 There will not be regular Sunday School on Dec 10 (Children Christmas Program) and Dec 24  

 PCHS’s Madrigal Singers will be with us in worship on Dec 17  

 Our Financial Treasurer, Sharon McGuire is getting ready to distribute the 2018 Tithing Envelopes. 

If you DON’T EVER USE THEM, please let her know. Do you use the online app? Do you use cash? 

Do you use a check but just don’t use the envelopes….. Just let her know. Likewise, if someone wants 

envelopes who has not had them , let her know that as well.  Call or text 309-846-2498. 

 The Prayer Chain, both email & phone are being updated. If your info is correct and you wish to      

remain on—you don’t need to do anything. BUT, if your info has changed; you want off  OR                  

you want on the chain, please list these things on the sheet on the front kitchen counter. 

 Extravagant Women (EW) will be having another Extravagant night on Friday, Dec 1 in the new 

Youth Room. Doors open at 6:30 with the event beginning at 7 pm. Women of all ages are invited. 

 Sign up in the entry to Ring the Salvation Army Bell outside Dave’s: Dec 1, 13, 18 & 19 

Clinton Denham - Asta Care - Pontiac Healthcare & Rehab       

                    300 W Lowell / Pontiac  61764                                  

Dorothy Denham - The Pointe of Pontiac                                                

                   120 N. Deerfield Rd  Apt # 121 / Pontiac 61764                                          

Shirley Herron - Fairview Haven  605 N. 4th St. / Fairbury  61739  

Hazel Johnson - 604 N. Kring St / Fairbury  61739 

The Seniors met Tues, Nov 7th. We started with the Pledge of Allegiance and 

recognition of the US Veterans that were around our table. Ken Masuda (Air 

Force 1956-62) reminded us that many Hawaiians were put into interment 

camps during World World II for fear they might be spies. Louise Rhoades 

read a short devotion and we sang the hymn “We Gather Together”. Pastor 

Josh gave the blessing and we enjoyed a delicious Thanksgiving style meal.  

We invite any Senior in the church to join us on the First Tuesday of each month at 12 Noon. 

Remembrance Worship Service                             

Saturday, December 2  -  12:45 pm  -  Duffy-Pils Memorial Home / Fairbury      ALL WELCOME  

A popular song says Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year. This is true for many, but for those 

who are grieving, the festive atmosphere only intensifies their pain. People who have lost loved ones often 

find it hard to participate in worship services focused on joy. A Remembrance Service offers people an oppor-

tunity to join with others in their sadness. The service is  reflective, with a focus on hope and healing.                            



Jesus of Nazareth - 25 

Terry & Betty Zimmerman  

12.26.2010 (7 yrs) 

Sadie Adams - 27 

Cindy Buchanan - 27 

Pastor Brian King - 27 

Joy Mason - 27 

Paul Mason - 27 

Taylar Beal - 28 

Rita Meiss - 28 

Robert & Mary Edelman 

12.28.1969 (48 yrs) 

Eli Kilgus - 29 

Noel Metz - 30 

Mike & Gingie McWhorter 

12.30.1976 (41 yrs) 

George & Rita Clark  

12.31.1977 (40 yrs) 

 

Alan & LoriLee Dunahee 

12.01.1990 (26 yrs) 

Betty Zimmerman - 2 

Harmony Zimmerman - 2 

Mark & Elaine Davis  

12.03.1977 (40 yrs) 

Alan Dunahee - 4 

Ken Masuda - 4 

Tim Dever - 5 

Sibelle Schweizer - 8 

Wyatt Steidinger - 8 

Margaret Kaskavage - 10 

Kevin Ricketts - 10 

Steve & Sandra Rieger  

12.10.1966 (51 yrs) 

George Campbell - 11 

Tess Ward - 11 

Denise Beal - 13 

Myrna Huette - 13 

Mary Beth Crews - 14 

Sarah Meiss - 14 

JaNae Steidinger - 14 

Elliott Putnam - 15 

Kendra Broquard - 16 

Konnor McDonald - 16 

Carene Campbell - 17 

Judy Hernandez - 17 

Cindy Stephens - 17 

Lynette Bazzell - 18 

Gary & Connie Huston  

12.18.1971 (46 yrs) 

Linda Broquard - 19 

Mike Johnson - 19 

Jack Lawrence - 20 

Ron & Barb Kaeb    

12.22.2012 (5 yrs) 

Thank You All for the cards, calls and food since our house fire in 

September and since the passing of Donna’s brother, Mike DeBartoli on 

Nov 1st and Joe’s mother, Joanna Delaney on Nov 11th. Also, thank you to 

the Prayer Shawl Ministry for the beautiful blanket. A Special Thanks to Pastor Daryl 

for his comforting words.  It is such a blessing to be members of such a caring and 

loving church family.                      Joe & Donna Delaney 



Schedules 

Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

December:  Nate Addis, Matt Davis, Luis Gomez Memo Gomez,                                                      

          Chuck Mueller, Delmar Platz, Mark Strike, Rick Young      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

Dec 3 SS Only:  Betty J Lawrence      Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathie Huddleston   

 SS & Worship:  Arnold & Nancy Ifft 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

Dec 10 No Sunday School (Children’s Christmas Program)   

 Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Evelyn Yoder   

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

Dec 17 SS Only:  Joy Mason     Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles   

 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

Dec 24 No Sunday School  

 Worship:  George & Sue Gero, Malachi Bradley 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

Dec 31 SS Only:  Betty J Lawrence, Connie Haas     Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber 

 SS & Worship:  Linda Hoffman 

 (Sub: Sue Gero) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Nicole Ricketts (309-287-4840). 

   Pre-K/Kdg     Elementary 

December 3   Evan & Rachel Bachtold   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

December 10   Jenna Brucker    Destiny Rothert 

December 17   Joni Kilgus     Tiffany Cooley 

December 24   Dana Champlain    Dede Traub 

December 31  Kim Haab     Dana Kafer 
 

Nursery:  Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School      Worship / Front Only 

Arla Wheeler    Dec 3   Lassiter Family 

No Sunday School   Dec 10  Brad & Ashley Haab 

Kendra Broquard   Dec 17  Dana Kafer 

No Sunday School   Dec 24  Emily Jones 

Brenda Mueller   Dec 31  Amy Bachtold 

                                                                                               



 January 1, 2017 began with a challenge to the congregation to Read 

Through The Bible in a Year….. Pastor Daryl is still sending weekly readings 

and is encouraged that many are still reading daily and some will complete 

reading the entire Bible for the very first time. 

 The completion of the new Youth Room addition was a biggy this year. It was prayerfully dedicated in 

February to be used as a resource to reach the youth of our church and to be an open and safe place for the 

youth of our community. 

  We held a Wild Game Feed that brought men from all over the area and united them over food and 

fellowship. We supplied a meal to the carnival workers at the fairgrounds during the Fairbury Fair and served 

a free Community Meal twice a month to anyone who showed up. We had potlucks amongst ourselves and a 

summer picnic. We donated food to the Fairbury Food Pantry every other month; had volunteers at our local 

pantry and the Midwest Food Bank on several occasions and held 2 Clothing Exchanges.  

 We held VBS in June; a Gymboree at Halloween; had another “busting at the seams” AWANA year 

and the UPWARD Basketball season was a crowd pleaser. The new bleachers were very well received by all 

the fans. These programs were led by our many dedicated volunteers that have a true heart for our children 

ministries.  

 In February we formed an Assoc Pastoral Search Committee and in October were blessed to have 

Pastor Brian King join us as our new Associate Pastor.  

 FBC continues to take the Gospel to the lost by giving 17% of every dollar received to World Missions. 

We responded to the Great Commission by sending people to New York City to evangelize on the streets and 

Shining the Light Ministries became a Non for Profit. We also hosted David & Joyce Reed in September and 

had a weekend with them as we learned more of their changing mission field.  

 Pastor Daryl took us on a 13 week journey through the 23rd Psalm and then did a SHAPE sermon   

series in September that ended with a Ministry Fair, which gave each of us an opportunity to embrace our 

SHAPE and look for ways to serve God and utilize the gifts that God has given us. 

 We continued updating and improving our church website and we now have our own Facebook page. 

We stream our Sunday worship service live and we introduced a way to make tithing more convenient by  

using an online app.  

 We welcomed into our church family David & Melissa Banwart and Mike & Gingie McWhorter and we 

welcomed back Everett & Kathy Meister. We rejoiced with Sherrylee Bray, Drew Chaplin, Courtney Farrell, 

Troy & Aleia Kaskavage, Pat & Margaret Kaskavage, Nisa Schaffer, Sibelle Schweizer, Colton Steidinger and 

Seth Travis as they were baptized this year but we grieved with our church family at the passing of our 

buddy Jimbo Folwell and 3 of our older members, Mayme Hearne (103 yrs), Nola Wilson (94 yrs) and 

Paulette Bazzell (102 yrs). We also opened our doors to other grieving families that needed the comfort of 

God’s family at a time of personal loss. 

 And this month we begin the season of Advent with our traditional Advent wreath and readings during 

morning Worship and a Candlelight Service on the eve of our Savior’s birth. 

 We are thankful for the way that God has bless First Baptist Church this past year.  

 May we give Him all the Glory for the great things He has done.  

A Look Back 


