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Come and Find Your Shape!!! 

It is our firm conviction here at First Baptist Church that a call to 
serve is inherent in the invitation to follow Jesus. Understanding who God 

made you to be, will help you discover what He’s called you to do.  

In order to help you better understand who God made you to be, 

we’ll utilize an acrostic made popular by Saddleback Church in Southern 
California. The acrostic is the word S.H.A.P.E. As you begin unpacking 

your God-given “S.H.A.P.E.”, it is our earnest prayer that you will under-
stand more fully what it means for you to serve God and His Kingdom – 
so that your passion can meet God’s purpose!  

The 1st week (8/27) we will give an overview of the series and then 

talk about “S” which stands for 

Spiritual Gifts. God wants us to 

be involved with His work. He is 

so gracious that by His Holy Spirit 
He freely distributes spiritual gifts to all who are saved. He not only wants 
us to know our spiritual gifts, but He expects us to grow in them each day. 

He gives us opportunities every day to put our gifts to use and bless others.  

The 2nd week (9/3) Pastor Josh will bring the message and talk about “H” which stands 

for our Heart.  You need to understand your heart. The Bible uses the word "heart" to describe 

the bundle of motivations that you have -- your desires, your hopes, your longings, your dreams, 
your ambitions, your affections, the things you care about, the things you love to do. All these are 

composed in your heart. 

The 3rd week (9/17) will be “A” which stands for our God-given Abilities.  This message 

both points to the purpose of our abilities as well as offering a theology of work. It also encour-

ages the believer to see all that they do as sacred work. 

The 4th week (9/24) will be a sermon on “P” which stands for our Personality. The study 

of personality is helpful in understanding our unique differences and how we need each other. It 
helps us to show grace to one another. It also refines our search for meaning as we align our work 
with our SHAPE. 

The 5th and final week (10/1) will be on “E” which stands for our Experiences. We all 

have many varied experiences. This message, from 2 Corinthians, will be about how God wants 

to use our experiences, both good and bad to comfort others and to bring glory to Him. 

 At the end of the service on October 1st, we are planning on having a Ministry Fair         

immediately following the service.  This will give each member the opportunity to embrace their 
“S.H.A.P.E” and look for ways to serve God and utilize the gifts that God has given and serve 
Him.  I hope you will be in prayer in anticipation of this month-long series.  May God give us 

hearts that are open to serve Him in love. 

Blessings,    Pastor Daryl  

 



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

See You at the Pole                                               
Wednesday, September 27             7 AM                  

Prairie Central High School Flag Pole 

See You at the Pole (SYATP) is an annual gathering of          
Christian students of all ages at a flagpole in front of their local 

school for prayer, scripture-reading and hymn singing, during 
the early morning before school starts. The American SYATP events occur on every 4th Wed of 

September. The events began in 1990, in the United States, where public schools cannot sponsor 
prayers and some Christians see public schools as hostile to Christian students. It has grown by 
word of mouth, announcements at youth rallies and churches, and the Internet and now occurs 

internationally.  

 During the month of August in Student Ministries we had some awesome things happen! 
On August 9th, we had an absolute blast with our Junior High kids; we played Amoeba Tag and 

had a message on the uniqueness of being a disciple of Jesus compared to following anyone else. 
As a result of God’s work in our student’s hearts we had one student accept Jesus for the first time 

that night!  

 I am also excited to announce that we have a new leader investing in students in our Jun-

ior High. Houston Jones has been helping out the last couple weeks and I am excited to be able to 
rely on his giftedness for our Junior High students. He will in fact have taught in my absence to 
both the Senior and Junior High students as I took my first vacation away from the Church since I 

have been Pastoring here. As I write this prior to leaving, I am nervous as I have never missed a 

Sunday but I know that Nicole and I will have a good time on our trip to Wisconsin. I am thank-

ful also for George & Shawn Campbell who will be leading games during that week as well! Be-
cause of my absence, we cancelled JV on Wednesday the 23rd and instead had a combined youth 

group on the 20th led by the faithful Youth group leadership team!  A big thanks to Tim McGuire 
as well for covering the High School Sunday school class that week! 

 I look forward to starting a series called “Sword of the Spirit” where we will look at how 

God’s word is trustworthy and transformational in the hands of a person who knows Jesus. I can’t 
wait to start a new school year and I am praying that God will do great things to help our kids 

lead the lives Christ has called them to!  

Important Note: We will be changing the time of JV during the school year to be 6-8 PM.            

I know this might be challenging for parents who have younger kids in AWANA, and I would 
appreciate your feedback, however the reason for the change is so we can create a better experi-
ence for the JV youth group. During the winter months, our energetic junior highers need the 

gymnasium to let off some steam. Rather than keeping them cooped up in the youth room the  
entire time this change will allow us to have the gym for 45 minutes before the AWANA kids 

come in at 6:45 pm. My hope is that if we get the games done earlier, we will also have time for 
small groups after the lesson, increasing our capability to disciple the students well.  

Again Parents, I would love your feedback and will try to accommodate needs as best I can.  

Blessings,   Pastor Josh 



Continued next page 

Update from Missionaries David & Joyce Reed              

Summer Sojourn    August 22, 2017   

 The last time we corresponded with you we were packing our apartment and moving from 

Philadelphia to Phoenix, AZ.  That was May.  And so much has happened since then!  We hope you 
can take a few minutes to relax, grab a cup of coffee or tea, and catch up with your missionary friends 
David and Joyce. We’ll start with today and work our way backwards. 

David’s in Brazil 

This week marks the beginning of the fourth group of students in the Masters of Theology Studies 
(MTS) Latino/a Ministries.  It is a collaborative program that International Ministries & Palmer 

Theological Seminary began last year.  This new group of students is from Brazil!  David will partici-
pate in their orientation week, and will launch our class, Spiritual Formation, on Thursday. Please 

pray for everyone involved as many of the students will be translating papers from Portuguese to 
Spanish, and we are hoping Google Translate will give us the gist of their intended message! 

We’ve moved to Tucson 

We spent the summer in temporary housing in Scottsdale, AZ.  Twelve days ago, we moved to Tuc-
son, AZ!  This is going to be our base of operations as we continue in our Regional Missionary role to 

Latin America.  Joyce’s health is still being monitored, and her immune system continues to re-
boot.  It is best for her to live in the U.S. right now.  But the exciting news is that International Minis-
tries already had a mission paradigm in place to allow this to happen!  There is a number of global 

and regional missionaries based in the U.S. who carry out mission around the world.  Mission in the 
21st century is evolving and shifting to new models.  IM is on the front edge of these changes, and we 

are thankful for their vision!  

Our new address is:  6640 W. Brightwater Way, Tucson, AZ 85757. 

House Warming Gift 

A tradition in the southwest is to collect crosses and display them on a wall of your home.  We want 

to adopt this tradition, and we’d like to invite you to be a part of it!  We would like our family and 
friends to send us unique crosses that we can add to our wall.  Please put your name and the date on 

the back, or if the cross’ design does not allow for this, then attach the information with ribbon or 
string.  If the cross represents a group of people from a particular church, then please put the church’s 

name. We’re hoping for a unique collection that captures the diversity and love of our faith commu-
nity 

Discipleship:  Go and Grow 

The focus of our ministry is discipleship.  How can we go deeper, and grow deeper with God?  We 

are training church leaders through the MTS program, through personal visits with pastors & leaders 
in Latin American countries, through Skype calls to offer mentoring and guidance, and through one-

on-one discipleship.  We’re also assisting IM in developing a discipleship initiative that will encour-
age all of IM to deepen spiritually as they carry out God’s Mission around the globe. 

Conference for Missionaries (CFM) 

At the end of July into early August, we joined 50 IM staff and missionary colleagues for CFM at 
Green Lake, WI.  Our role was to provide self-care/soul-care opportunities for rest and renewal.  We 

led a 90-minute workshop, had many one-on-one deep conversations to offer spiritual counsel, and 
met with different IM staff to brainstorm how member care for domestic and international global 
workers could become more intentional. 



 ABW Conference for PA & DE 

Joyce was the guest missionary at the PA/DE American Baptist Womens’ conference in Shippen-

berg, PA in mid-July.  During her workshop, she shared about the women of Cuba, and had lots of 
great conversations with women over the course of the weekend.  She was overwhelmed by the love 

so many women shared with her through their prayers for her health and continued recovery.  The 
faithfulness of your prayers sustains her every day! 

 Mission Summit in Portland 

In late June to early July we attended the Mission Summit in Portland, OR.  We were available for 
spiritual direction & prayer, we helped staff the IM section of the exhibit hall, we got better ac-

quainted with IM’s newly appointed missionaries, we had conversations with numerous pastors from 
across the country, we talked with several IM Board members, we shared Sundayworship and had the 

opportunity to talk about our ministry with Grant Park Baptist Church, we participated in a bike ride 
of over 100 American Baptists, and we attended various gatherings focused on life and ministry in our 
denomination.  American Baptists are thriving and not afraid to confront tough issues! 

 Family 

In early June we gathered with David’s family to celebrate & remember the life of his step-father Jim 

Katcher.  July 2 we celebrated our 29th wedding anniversary in Portland.  We also got to visit our 
nephew Michael and his family who live in Beaverton, OR.  Our son Aaron resigned from his job 

with the AZ Conservation Corp at the end of July.  He and his fiancé Madeleine are now working at 
Kodiak Baptist Mission, Kodiak, AK.  Before they left for AK, we all visited our oldest son Ian in Los 
Angeles where we enjoyed the beach and sites of L.A.  

 Thank you for your prayers, your financial gifts, your faithfulness to missions!  We have a great story 
to share with you that began in La Paz 16 years ago, then connected with people in PA, and is about 

to continue in India.  That’s our next journal!  Look for it soon! 

 Falling Deeper in Love with Jesus, 

David and Joyce 

 Regional Missionaries in Ibero-America & the Caribbean 

Ministry Focus: Spiritual Renewal & Spiritual Formation 

American Baptist Churches, USA 

www.internationalministries.org 

David and Joyce will be with us  the weekend of September 9 & 10. 

Come and have “Breakfast with the Reed’s” on Saturday, Sept 9 at 8:30 am. 

(Side Note: Lost in Time Cinnamon Rolls !!)   

Take this opportunity to get to know them personally and to hear how God is using 

them both here in the US and in Mexico. 

They will also be sharing and speaking in Worship on Sunday, Sept 10th. 

(Another Side Note:  That same Sunday - Baptisms in Worship & Potluck after.)  

http://www.internationalministries.org/


 Community Meal is Sept 12 & Sept 26 @ 6 pm 

 To be almost saved is to be totally lost. 

 Mark your October calendar for the Fall Gymboree on Tuesday, Oct 31. 

 We choose the kind of clothes we wear, The food we eat and drink,       

But even more important are The thoughts we choose to think.  

After Worship  

Sunday, October 1  

Sunday, September 10 

Come and find how your God created SHAPE can fit into the many ministries here at FBC.         

God not only sees where you are, He sees where you can be. He has given each believer a SHAPE. 

He has given you a Spiritual Gift (S) and has given us different passions or things that drive our 

Heart (H). We are also blessed with Abilities (A) and a unique Personality (P) that makes us        

different than any other person. And He uses our Experiences (E) to further grow and mold us.                     

All of these (SHAPE) things make us God’s Handiwork (Ephesians 2:10)                                                               

and He wants to use all of that to further His kingdom.  

The Ministry Fair will give you an opportunity to see what is going on in the church                                

and will give you a chance to be used by God. Make a point to join us on Sunday, October 1. 

To Our Church Family — Thank you for all 

the thoughts, prayers, cards, lovely wind chime 

and prayer shawl after the loss of my mom. Also a 

special thank you to our small group for their gift and 

loving support.       Rob Folk & Family 

Baptisms in Worship  

Fellowship Potluck After  



A Moment With Our 

Ken and Bea Masuda 

 The mission God has given me as a Deacon is 

to visit, encourage, and pray with people who have a 

personal concern. The FBC family life ministry has 

helped me to get to know the members. 

 I volunteer each week at OSF St. Joseph 

Medical Center in Bloomington as a Heart Ambassa-

dor, Patient Advocate and Patient Educator.  

 As a Heart Ambassador I visit patients who 

are entering the Intensive Care or Critical Care Units. 

I listen to their concerns and pray with them.  

 As a Patient Advocate I visit all new incoming 

patients to find out if they need any assistance during 

their stay at the hospital. I ask each if they need 

prayer and say a prayer with their permission.  

 As a Patient Educator I assist each patient to review videos which prepare them for 

recovery at home. 

 Singing gospel songs and playing my guitar at nursing homes has been a blessing to 

the patients as well as for me. I do this as time permits. 

 Thank you for allowing me to serve as Deacon. 

We are so grateful for the participation of your congregation in this year’s Baby Bottle Collection! 
This fundraiser continues to be one of our biggest and it is so encourag-

ing to see the outpouring of love and support that the local churches 
have for the ministry at HPC! This year the fundraiser brought in more 

than $ 16,000 thanks to generous support. Your congregation raised a 
total of $ 840.50.  

 Last year we converted our center into a medical pregnancy 
center, and this year we are endeavoring to get the medical fully functioning, we implemented an  
updated Earn While You Learn program this winter/spring, and then we had the surprise cost of  

rebuilding our South wall. The funds your church contributed this year will go to covering those 
costs, to keep this ministry on its feet and to keep reaching families in Livingston County with the 

message of God’s love to them! Your prayers and support are so appreciated and we thank God for 
you! 

 God bless you and keep you, 

  The HPC Staff & Board 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”                        

Hebrews 13:16 



1 - Karson Kafer 

1 - Jaime Medina 

1 - Brenda Moore 

1 - Peg Stiles 

2 - Melissa Banwart 

2 - Marcus Maier 

3 - Nate Addis 

3 - Mary Lou Culkin 

4 - Nancy Ifft 

4 - Patty Maier 

4 - Molly Mellott 

Brad & Jenna Brucker  
9.04.2010 (7 yrs) 

Jason & Chris Klus  
9.04.2004 (13 yrs) 

5 - John Dustin Traub 

5 - John Ward 

George & Sue Gero  

9.05.1981 (36 yrs) 

6 - Summer McWhorter 

7 - Terry Zimmerman 

8 - Tim Evans 

9 - Gabe Jones 

9 - Jill Riggs 

11 - Lakin Bachtold 

11 - Diane Krueger 

12 - Bob Hammer 

12 - Isaiah Kaskavage 

Evan & Rachel Bachtold  
9.13.2008 (9 yrs) 

Steve & Wendy Hall  
9.13.2006 (11 yrs) 

14 - Josh Smith 

15 - Randy Jackson 

16 - Carolyn Dunn 

17 - Lisa Yoder 

Darryl & Peg Stiles 

9.17.2005 (12 yrs) 

18 - Deb Adams 

18 - Carter Evans 

18 - Evan Slagel 

19 - Owen Rafferty 

Kyle & Amanda Parrish 

9.19.2009 (8 yrs) 

20 - Tanya Rothert 

20 - Martin Travis 

Mike & Molly Mellott 

9.20.2014 (3 yrs) 

21 - Brad Steidinger 

23 - Kris Bachtold 

24 - Pastor Josh Medlin 

24 - Janice Meiss 

25 - Rita Clark 

25 - Sue Gero 

25 - Mekonnen Steidinger 

Kyle & Alison Kaskavage 
9.26.2015 (2 yrs) 

27 - Trey Bazzell 

27 - Suzanne Folk 

28 - Brailynn Smith 

28 - Abbey Wilson 

29 - Kiel Huling 

30 - Dylan Bazzell 

August 2017 

Email:  Debbie@abcgrr.org 

Web:  www.abcgrr.org 

The American Baptist Women’s Ministries, Great Rivers Region held their annual confer-

ence June 2-4, 2017 in Effingham. Highlights of the event included the missionary Sharon 

Buttry and Sarah Becker as Bible study leader.  Doris Kaisner of Fairbury FBC was hon-

ored with a scrap book and a love gift for her 20 years as conference registrar. Doris has 

worked endlessly during this time promoting the conference and encouraging women to 

attend. The women of the Great Rivers Region are so grateful for her example and her 

dedication. 



Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to                                    

                           Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

September:  Nate Addis, Josh Bray, Matt Davis, Rob Folk,                         

                     Paul Mason, Curtis Meiss, Chuck Mueller, Delmar Platz  
   

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

Sept 3 SS & Worship:  Betty J Lawrence, Connie Haas 

 Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

Sept 10 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter 

 Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathie Huddleston 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

Sept 17 SS & Worship:  Malachi Bradley, Linda Hoffman 

 Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

Sept 24 SS Only:  Rita Meiss, Betty J Lawrence   

 Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero, Evelyn Yoder   

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Nicole Ricketts (309-287-4840). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

Sept 3    Deanna Evans / Sue Slagel   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

Sept 10   _____      Rachael Strike 

Sept 17   Joni Kilgus     Tiffany Cooley 

Sept 24   Kendra Broquard    Dede Traub 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Linda Broquard / Lynette Johnson  Sept 3   Tanya Rothert 

Arla Wheeler     Sept 10  Brad & Ashley Haab 

Rachel Bachtold    Sept 17  Dana Kafer 

Kendra Broquard    Sept 24  Emily Jones 

         

 


