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                     Have you changed your mind?  

Over the years I have heard that it is a woman’s prerogative to change her 
mind. She thought she wanted the couch on one of the walls of the living 

room, but no, she decided it looked better on the other wall. Sometimes the 
women are picked on for being prone to change their minds, but I think 
men can usually keep right up there with them on second and third choices 

too!  

Changing your mind is not always a bad thing. As I was growing up I 

thought blue cheese was just something rotten that some processing plant 
had put in a small plastic bag to sell to people who didn’t know any better. 

Now, I love my salads so much more if I have the option to add blue cheese 
sprinkled on top. That’s one of those things that I had never actually tried, 
but once I did, I discovered that I was glad I changed my mind. Our tastes 

for many things in life are often shaped by our past, but circumstances and 
products change---and we have probably changed our mind about our opin-

ions or acceptance of things that we once were not inclined to consider.  

There is a contrast of a couple of men in the Bible that had to do with changing of their minds. 

The first is a man named Zacchaeus. His account is found in Luke 19:1-10. Apparently, Zac-
chaeus was a man that never thought much about spiritual things. His life appeared to be wrapped 
up in his business. His work was that of being a tax collector. One thing has not changed here, in 

that, he was despised as being a tax collector just as his modern-day counterparts are still despised! 
There is nothing said of Zacchaeus being a particularly bad person. He was just not liked because 

of his occupation, but his own character seemed to match that of his job, 
for he seemed to force people to pay more tax than necessary by law---

and then pocketed the difference.  

One day, in a much unexpected manner, Zacchaeus met Jesus. Not only 
did he meet this Man from Nazareth, but Jesus invited Himself to Zac-

chaeus’ house for lunch. During that private meeting and conversation 

with the Son of God, Zacchaeus changed his mind about his personal 

relationship with the Lord. Zacchaeus changed his mind about his own 
sin and his personal habits of sinfulness. This change of mind was a re-

penting of the way he had lived and the way he had offended (sinned 
against) people and God. That day Zacchaeus became a believer and 
follower of Jesus Christ!  

One chapter earlier in Luke’s gospel, we are introduced to another man who is simply referred to 
as a certain ruler in Luke 18:18. This man was very different than Zacchaeus. This young ruler 

thought much about religious things. He was making sure that his life did not violate the teachings 
of the Bible concerning his conduct and moral behavior. He too met Jesus, but the outcome was 

far different. He asked Jesus what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus gave this man a test 
so that he could see what was the priority of his own heart. This man thought he was religious, 
and thus good, but he demonstrated that day that the most important thing in his life was that of 

his own possessions. His desire to be biblically ready for eternity was noth-
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A Moment With Our 

ing more than a “talking point” of his preferences rather than a conviction of heart. He did 
not change his mind that day about anything. The result was that he turned away from Je-

sus and did not repent of his lack of love for the Lord.  

Both of these men show a drastic contrast of what life meant to them after they had met 

Jesus Christ. To Zacchaeus, he repented of the sin of his past and received the praise of the 
words of salvation from Jesus. To the young ruler, he did not change his mind about how 

he thought his personal goodness and his apparent success in life should be sufficient to 
bring him to Heaven. The difference between these two men is that one repented, changed 
his mind, and the other did not. The question for all of us is: “Have you changed your 

mind?” Have you changed your mind that you need to be extremely interested in spiritual 

things? We would be extremely interested in hearing about the treatment plans if we were 

told that we had cancer. Same thing! If whatever you have been believing about eternity, 
and Heaven, and salvation is not according to the Gospel---are you ready to change your 

mind?  

In the cartoons, when the character’s airplane runs out of fuel, that’s a dangerous situation, 
but it’s not as bad yet as it will be when he and his plane come into contact again with the 

earth! If you have not repented of your sin, that’s a dangerous situation, but it will get 
worse if you never change your mind! Don’t let time run out to change your mind! Call if 

you need help.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Daryl 

There were a handful of people that stood 

out to me as a young person. They all were 

happy people who seemed genuinely inter-

ested in me. Circumstances changed for 

them but they always had peace. I wanted to 

be like them; so I listened to them. They 

talked about God like a friend. They were  

excited to tell others what God had revealed 

to them in prayer. I asked God for a relation-

ship with him like they had. 

Now all I really care about is being like them 

and showing people how good it is to know 

love and serve God.      

    Wayne  

Wayne & Carol              

Nelson 
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Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back 

During the past month, we saw a ton of spiritual growth in our students! We 
had a mission’s week where our kids got to 

learn the joy in serving Jesus.  On Monday, 

June 26th, we went to Midwest Food Bank 
and got to be a part of feeding over 1000 

Families! And that was just Monday morn-
ing, during the  afternoon we went to Home 

Sweet Home Ministries and helped sort 
clothing at a thrift warehouse in order to 

help children and families have homes in 
the Bloomington area.  I was so pleased to 

see the attitudes that our kids had during 
the week, they were humbling themselves 

and really valuing others before them-
selves! Tuesday, we went to Peoria Rescue 

Ministries and learned why they have been 
able to continue the ministry for over 70 

years! We were able to do some landscaping in front of their building; planted 4 

trees, laid down dirt and mulch, and completely transformed the outside appear-
ance of the thrift shop we were serving at. Wednesday our 12 students went to 

several of our congregation member’s homes including our Tapestry of Love house 
and were able to do yard work and show love to some senior folks within our 

church. And finally, on Thursday we had an awesome experience serving at Fair-
view Haven.  My hope for that week was that our kids would get first-hand experi-

ence putting Christ’s commands to love others into practice. Each day before we 
went to our location, we read scripture relevant to that day’s service project and it 

was really exciting to see how God was preaching a message to us throughout the 
week by the different places we served at!  

Fast forward a couple weeks and we are starting our first year at  Student 
Life Camp in Cedarville Ohio. Going into this camp, many were apprehensive 

about the new camp and if it would still be a good experience and I can’t even be-
gin to tell you all of the amazing things God did in the lives of our students during 

this week. The Camp theme was “The Word” and each of our students were ener-

gized with a new devotion and excitement for reading God’s word. We learned 
how God uses the truth in his Word to help us see through the lies Satan tries to 

tell us to get us to fall into sin. Students were able to do Bible studies every day 
that challenged them to use God’s word as a Sword of the Spirit to cut the sin out 

of their lives and fight against temptation. We also had prayer times each day 
where our different family groups (groups of students separated by age and gen-

der and given a leader) were able to pray together about God’s impact on their 
lives that week. On our last night, we had a very emotional night where students 

were able to share their stories of how God had been working in their lives. We 
grew together as a group and were able to give glory to God and rejoice as we saw 

Front:  Kayla Chaplin, Miah Bachtold                                      

Back:  Joelle Bachtold, Gretchen Maier, Grace Chaplin, 

Fred Kilcullen, Kyle Steidinger, Ben Maier,                      

Dana Champlain, Luis Gomez, Pastor Josh  



how He moves in all of our lives. We truly have a God who is actively pursuing each of us 

and desires to help us know Him intimately and many of our kids experienced that reality 
for the first time during our week at camp. And because of that you could see how God 

was piercing the hardness of heart in our students and helping them to feel God’s love  
and find healing for the brokenness of their past.  It was during the last night after our 
testimonies, where a new student trusted in Jesus for the first time and God raised him 

from death to life in that moment.  

Please continue to pray that our students will stay committed to reading God’s word 

so that they might know God personally and be set free from their sin.  

Looking Forward 

 During the month of August, we are going to a CornBelter’s game on Aug 6th in 

place of youth group. I repeat, NO  HS YOUTH GROUP August 6th.   

 Also the All Church Picnic is August 13th and our youth are encouraged to come to 

that as well! No “youth group” during the picnic time frame. BUT, come out to the church 
to eat at the picnic at 5 pm and then from 7-9 the church will be at the public pool for a 

pool party. Should be fun !!    

 On August 23rd, we will not have JV youth group, however our JV youth are 
invited to join a combined Jr High & Sr High Youth Group on August 20th. Nicole & I will be 

out of town that week so you will have a guest speaker and Shawn Campbell will be lead-
ing games that night! We will continue on Aug 30 having JV on Wednesdays for our 7th and 

8th graders.  
 And when school starts -- All students going into High School need to move to   

Sunday nights at 6PM and become part of our HS youth group.  

Front: Braden Travis, Owen Rafferty, Seth Rigsby  2nd Row: Devin Martin, Anthony Steffen, 

Carene Campbell, Lyndie Shoemaker, Taylor Kafer, Abby Bergstrahl, Joelle Bachtold, Jodi Hol-

land, Miah Bachtold, Sydney Rothert, Pastor Josh, Rylie Vaughan  3rd Row: Dana Kafer, Sydney 

Retter, McKenna Haab, Valorie Campbell, Gretchen Maier, Jacie Martin, Alyssa Bachtold     

Back: Nicole Medlin, Shawn Campbell, Josh Kilcullen, Ben Maier, Tyson Ruiz, Kyle Steidinger, 

Seth Retter, Wyatt Alfonso-Jackson, Nik Hassett, Ivan Miller, Seth Travis, Dillon Mowery, Wyatt 

Steidinger, Aaron Herr, Drew Chaplin, Logan Steidinger, Adrien Ruiz, Eric Schweizer, Josh Bray 



 Community Meal  - August 14 & August 28 

 To be almost saved is to be totally lost. 

 Sunday, August 6th is Food Pantry Sunday. Please 

bring nonperishable items that will be donated to the Fairbury 

Food Pantry.  

 Deacon Dave Taylor will be speaking in Worship on 

August 6 while   Pastor Daryl & Deanna are away on vacation.  

 Mark Your Sept Calendar:  Missionaries David & Joyce Reed will be here on 

Sept 9 & 10. David will be speaking in Worship and “get-togethers” are being 

planned. Also, a trip to their mission field in Mexico is being considered for 

January 2018. So, if interested —- think about getting a passport.  

Senior News ………       

The Senior’s July meal had 13 in attendance. A delicious meal was followed by a 

good time of fellowship. Seniors are invited to join us on the 1st Tuesday of each 

month for a potluck meal beginning at 12 Noon. The next one is Tues, Aug 1st.  

Wednesday—Friday 

August 23, 24 & 25 

Open 9 am—5 pm each day. 

Monday, August 21   Set up at 6 pm   

Friday, August 25  Box up/Clean up at 6 pm. 

Help is always needed and appreciated. 

The Clothing Exchange to be held this 

month will be the last Clothing Exchange if  

no one takes over this ministry. Nancy Ifft & 

I have been blessed with many volunteers 

who have faithfully helped over the many 

years of  this ministries’ existence. We are 

thankful for each and everyone of  you. 

If  anyone is prayerfully considering taking 

over the Clothing Exchange or would like to 

continue this ministry in a different way, 

please contact me. 

Sharon Cooper  815-692-2289 

Sunday, August 13   Bring your lawn games and 

come after 3 pm. Burgers/Hotdogs/Drinks will be 

provided. Please bring a dish or 2 to share.         

Eat at 5 pm. Pool party at public pool 7-9 pm.  



  Hola,  

During the month of June, I went to Nicaragua as an intern with Open 

Hearts Ministries.  While in Nicaragua, I was involved in a variety of     

activities.  The first time that I shared my testimony in Nicaragua was on   

a radio station that broadcasted all across Nicaragua.   We went to Martin 

Luther Universities and went into the classrooms and shared our testimo-

nies with  college students.  Sharing my testimony with people my age was 

inspiring as they shared with me that they had 

similar life experiences.  The students stood up 

and thanked us all for coming and sharing with 

them and that it meant a lot to them.   

We also went to VEV which is one of Open Hearts feeding centers.  Here 

some   of the interns went around the community to share God’s word 

and some helped prepare lunch for the children of that community.  

While serving the children their lunch, I saw 

how they didn’t complain about what they were 

getting to eat. They were grateful for what they 

had received.  While some of the interns shared 

their testimony with a family, another intern and I played with some of the 

children that were playing on a swing set.  The little boy in this picture was 

so happy to have us play with him.  

Open Heart Ministries currently has two feeding centers in Nicaragua: VEV 

and Posoltega.  These feeding centers feed children, ages 15 months to 16 

years old, five meals a week.  At these feeding centers we have children 

that still need to be sponsored.  Open Heart Ministries went out on a limb 

this summer and accepted 80 new children to their program.  However, this will only be successful if 

they are able to find sponsors for the children.  Sponsoring a child is only $20 a month.  This covers 5 

healthy meals, school uniform, school tuition, dental checkups, and health checkups.   

To help sponsor a child go to www.ohministries.org/feeding-centers  

We visited a nursing home and shared the gospel while also providing some pampering and one on 

one interactions with the residents.  We painted nails, played 

games, and spent time talking and listening to our elders. 

One of the days we went to a hospital where took beans and rice 

to give to the patients.  Unlike our US hospitals, the only time 

that Nicaraguan patients get food is when their family members 

bring it to them.  The saddest part of going to the hospital was 

http://www.ohministries.org/feeding-centers


visiting the pediatrics side.  In these rooms we shared our testimonies and prayed for the chil-

dren and their parents.       

The best part was when the group I was in finished sharing and asked if anyone would like to 

accept Jesus into their heart every mother in the room raised her hand to accept!  

We went to 2 prisons that were very crowded.  These prisons cells were very small with at least 

8-10 people in them.  When we went we brought food for the 

prisoners.  Like the hospitals, the inmates do not get food unless 

their families bring it to them.                                                                        

Near the end of the trip all of the interns went and helped our 

driver Rolan with the house he is building.  We dug around his 

house so that they can build the house earlier and cut the weeds 

the Nicaraguan way—with a machete. 

This trip was life changing for me.  Because of this trip, I real-

ized that I want to become more involved in missions and more 

involved in the lives of the Nicaraguan people.  After returning 

from my internship, I changed my college major to Nursing  

hoping I can earn a degree that will allow me to continue to work in the mission field.   

I could not have reached this decision without the support of my 

church family.  Your financial contributions and your prayers for 

me while I was gone have directly impacted the direction of my 

life.  Thank you. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Destiny Rothert 

 

Destiny is the daughter of  David & Tanya Rothert and the granddaughter of  Dean & 

Nina Lassiter. She hopes to complete her Associate Degree from Heartland Community 

College in May 2019 and then pursue a Nursing degree at Illinois State University. 



Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

August:  Larry Boruff, Dave Buchanan, Luis Gomez, Memo Gomez,                                                  

     Kent Kafer, Kyle Miller, Johnny Moore, Rick Young      
 

 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

August 6 Arnold & Nancy Ifft, Linda Hoffman, Joy Mason 

 (Sub:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber) 

August 13 Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Betty J Lawrence   

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

August 20  SS Only: Connie Haas  Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles   

 SS & Worship:  Linda Hoffman, Malachi Bradley 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

August 27  SS Only:  Rita Meiss   Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero   

 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel 

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 
 

 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Nicole Ricketts (309-287-4840). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

August 6   Evan & Rachel Bachtold   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

August 13   Jenna Brucker    Rachael Strike 

August 20   Joni Kilgus     Tiffany Cooley 

August 27   Kendra Broquard    Dede Traub 
 

 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School      Worship / Front Only 

Rachel Bachtold   Aug 6   Tanya Rothert 

Kendra Broquard   Aug 13  Courtney Johnson / Kylie Miller 

Tanya Rothert   Aug 20  Barb Taylor 

Brenda Mueller   Aug 27  Rachael Strike 



Tim McGuire - 2 

Anthony Steffen - 2 

Jaelyn Jones - 3 

Darren & Corina Bray  

8.04.1990 (27 yrs) 

Ray & Sue Popejoy  

8.04.2000 (17 yrs) 

Jace Wheeler - 5 

Jackie Dever - 6 

Larry Boruff - 7 

Tommi Travis - 8 

John & Connie Haas  

8.09.1986 (31 yrs) 

Quentin & Myrna Huette 

8.09.2003 (14 yrs) 

Ryan Evans - 10 

Carrie Lemerand - 10 

Dave Taylor - 10 

Colbey Steffen - 11 

Joey Steidinger - 11 

Jaycee Vaughan - 11 

John Haas - 13 

Brenda Travis - 13 

Kendra Travis - 13 

Jack & Betty Lawrence  

8.13.1961 (56 yrs) 

Curtis & Janice Meiss  

8.13.1967 (50 yrs) 

Kyle & Missy Miller  

8.13.1994 (23 yr) 

Al Slagel - 14 

Rhonda Steidinger - 15 

John & Rose Gerber  

8.15.1981 (36 yrs) 

Aaron Steffen - 16 

Zach Wilson - 16 

Evan & Carrie Lemerand 

8.16.2009 (8 yrs) 

Jill McCulloh - 17 

Gage Gadberry - 18 

Ryan & Carrie Rafferty  

8.19.1995 (22 yrs) 

Corina Bray - 20 

Jordan Dunahee - 20 

Lydia Kilgus - 20 

Mike Mellott - 20 

Brandon Witkowski - 21 

Mark Haab - 22 

Kim Haab - 23 

Pastor Josh & Nicole 

Medlin  8.23.2014 (3 yrs) 

Kyle Miller - 25 

Steve & Heidi Bashford  

8.25.2012 (5 yrs) 

Memo & Eva Gomez  

8.25.1998 (19 yrs) 

Jeremiah Goad - 26 

Evan Lemerand - 26 

Traci Hassett - 28 

Bill & Frances Brown  

8.28.1954 (63 yrs) 

Kathy Hirtzig - 29 

Missy Miller - 29 

Aaron & Jeni Gerber  

8.29.2009 (8 yrs) 

Jerry & Kathie Huddleston 

8.29.1965 (52 yrs) 

Ken & Bea Masuda  

8.29.1964 (53 yrs) 

Talen Steidinger - 30 

Evelyn Yoder - 31 

Lord, h
elp m

e to
 always se

e th
e good in

 

other people; to
 se

e people 

through your eyes a
nd to

 lif
t 

up and encourage others. 


