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Are you using your talents? 

“In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.” 

(Matthew 25.17) 

 God has given you unique abilities, talents, and gifts. This bundle of tal-
ents is the thing God has given you that makes you who you are and sets you 

apart from other people. If you think your talents are simply for you to make 
money, retire, and die, you’ve missed the point of your life. God gave you tal-

ents to benefit others, not yourself. And God gave other people talents that 
benefit you.  We’re all a part of the body of Christ, and each part matters. 

There are no insignificant people in the family of God. Each of us plays a part 
in this, even small children.  Consider these two examples… 

 A thirteen-year-old boy once read about Dr. Albert Schweitzer's work 

in Africa. He wanted to help. He had enough money to buy one bottle of aspi-
rin. He wrote to the Air Force and asked if they could fly over Dr. Schweitzer's 

hospital and drop the bottle down to him. A radio station broadcast the story 
about this young fellow's concern for helping others. Others responded as well. 
Eventually, he was flown by the government to Schweitzer's hospital along 

with four and one-half tons of medical supplies worth $400,000 freely given by thousands of people. 
When Dr. Schweitzer heard the story, he said, "I never thought one child could do so much." 

 Aside from the resurrection, the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 is the 
only miracle recorded in all four Gospels. When Christ fed the masses that day, 

He began with only “five barley loaves and two fish,” borrowed from a boy’s 

lunch (John 6:9).  We are not told how old the young boy was who offered his 

five loaves and two small fish to Jesus but he was willing to share what he had 

for others. These two boys gave what they had and thousands of lives where touched and needs were 

met.  Friends, God calls each of us to give what we have to build the kingdom. Nothing more.  

 Are you using what He’s given you for the benefit of others to make the world a better place?  

 When God gives you a talent, he expects you to use it. It’s like a muscle. If you use it, it will 

grow. If you don’t, you’ll lose it. If you have a talent but are afraid to use it, or if you get lazy and 
don’t use it to benefit others, you’re going to lose it. Like the parable of the ten talents in Luke 19, if 
you don’t use what God has given you, he will take it away and give it to someone else who will. 

 But if you use your talents wisely, God will give you more. If you use your time wisely, God 
will give you more time. If you use your energy wisely, God will give you more energy. If you use 

your influence wisely, God will increase your influence. God will bless your level of faithfulness.  
This topic is on my mind for us as a church family here at FBC.  We will be starting a sermon series 

in August that will have each of us consider how God has uniquely equipped us and gifted us.  The 
goal of this series will be to help each of us know what our gifts and talents are and then to use what 
God has given us for His glory.  So stay tuned for more information!! 

 Thank you all for your continued love and support.  May we be a beacon of light in what is 
often a dark society.  May the light of Jesus Christ shine in and through each of us as we lift up the 

name of Jesus daily. 



 

Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back ... 
 I can’t believe we are already looking back at the month of June! The summer is flying 

by but our students are having a ton of fun!  We have finished up our series on Christian Com-

munity and have been taking a few weeks of our summer for some high energy and really fun 

game nights to build relationships with our new recruits into the High School and Junior High 

groups! During this month, we had a water games night where the high school students were 

able to play slip n’ slide whiffle ball! We put soap on the tarps that followed the baselines of the 

field and had kiddie pools for bases! Needless to say, we were having a blast. The following 

week our kids had a murder mystery game throughout the church where we hid war guns and 

whoever found the water guns first became the villain! The civilians had to report the villain via 

a hidden telephone before the villain got them out via a handheld water gun squirt.  

 I am very excited about our new series at the end of the month of June that is titled “All 

Things New”.  In a world where everyone has to have the newest iPhone, Xbox, and Play-

Station, we are looking into God’s plan to make all things new. Revelation 21:5 says, He who 

was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, 

for these words are trustworthy and true.” We are going to look over the next few weeks at 

God’s plan to make us new, give us a new purpose, and even make the whole world new.  

 

Missions Week 
 At the end of June, we will be having our High School Mission’s week. I am very      

excited to take our High School kids on a local mission trip this year! I am so excited to see 

how God uses this trip to change our student’s lives and perspectives. During this week, we will 

be serving on Monday at Midwest Food Bank as well as Home Sweet Home Ministries.  On 

Tuesday, we will head over to Peoria Rescue Ministries in Peoria! On Wednesday, we are serv-

ing congregational members of our Church and Thursday we will be going to serve at Fairview 

Haven! My prayer for our students is that their mindsets become more like Christ    Jesus as 

they learn humility and service through meeting the needs in our community. Please continue to 

pray for our students in our youth group as they desperately need Jesus’ guidance and love in 

their lives.  

 

Looking Forward ... 
 Next month we look forward to our July 10-14th Student Life 

Camp! Please pray that this will be a life changing week for our stu-

dents! We have high hopes and believe God is going to work mira-

cles in our student’s lives to show them His great love. We will be in 

Ohio that week at Cedarville University!  



A Moment With Our 

I was born in Fairbury and grew up in this church because my parents and grandpar-

ents were members. My parents, Arnold & Thelma Huddleston were involved with  

Sunday School and youth activities so it was natural for me to attend church and     

activities at FBC. 

When an evangelist came for several nights of revival meetings, preaching and singing 

I answered an altar call and accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior. I think I was 13 

when I made this decision.  To be a follower of Christ is a process of learning and 

growth in a journey to develop a personal relationship with Him. Attendance in Church, 

Sunday School and small groups has been very important to me in this process.  

I’ve been on many committees and church boards throughout the years but the posi-

tion I enjoy the most is “Greeter”. I love making the first impression of FBC a welcom-

ing and smiling one. Probably because of my years in the local Post Office I know a lot 

of people by name, but not everyone. I have been retired for 9 years so I may not 

know younger people’s names as readily, but am always happy to meet them and 

learn who they are. 

I spent 2 years serving in the U.S. Army (September 1965-September 1967), serving 

  in Korea during the Viet Nam war.  In August 1965 Kathie (Slayton) and I      

 married and a little over a  year later we welcomed the first of three children. 

Our youngest daughter Tommi, along with her husband Brian Travis are members 

here at FBC and attend with their children. I am blessed with five grandchildren (1 girl, 

4 boys) who bring me great you and pride. 

Pastor Daryl asked me about my favorite Bible verse, and this may seem like a pat  

answer, but one of the first verses I learned was John 3:16. It was true 2000 years 

ago, and it is true today. God’s love for us is more than we can imagine. Just stop and 

think what more meaningful gift we could receive from the Father, than eternal life 

through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Jerry Huddleston 



 Community Meal is the 2nd & 4th Monday  July 12 & 26 

 WARNING:  Exposure to the “Son” may prevent burning 

 We are in need of someone to step up and be the First Baptist 

Church’s Coordinator for Meals on Wheels. This  person would 

make sure there are people signed up to do the Meals on Wheels 

when it is our turn to get the volunteers. It does not mean that you 

have to do it. If you are interested or would like more info, contact Jackie Dever 

or Josh Kafer 

Prayer for the Nation 

By Rev. Billy Graham 

Our Father and Our God, we praise You 
for Your goodness to our nation, giving us 
blessings far beyond what we deserve. Yet 
we know all is not right with America. We 
deeply need a moral and spiritual renewal 
to help us meet the many problems we 
face. Convict us of sin. Help us to turn to 
You in repentance and faith. Set our feet 
on the path of Your righteousness and 
peace. We pray today for our nation’s 
leaders. Give them the wisdom to know 
what is right, and the courage to do it. 
You have said, “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord.” May this be a new 
era for America, as we humble ourselves 
and acknowledge You alone as our Savior 
and Lord. This we pray in Your holy name, 
Amen. 

Prayer for the Nation 

By Thomas Jefferson 

Almighty God, Who has given us this good 
land for our heritage; We humbly beseech 
Thee that we may always prove ourselves 
a people mindful of Thy favor and glad to 
do Thy will. Bless our land with honorable 
ministry, sound learning, and pure man-
ners. Save us from violence, discord, and 
confusion, from pride and arrogance, and 
from every evil way. Defend our liberties, 
and fashion into one united people, the 
multitude brought hither out of many   
kindreds and tongues. Endow with Thy 
spirit of wisdom those whom in Thy name 
we entrust the authority of government, 
that there may be justice and peace at 
home, and that through obedience to Thy 
law, we may show for the Thy praise 
among the nations of the earth. In time of 
prosperity fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our 
trust in Thee to fail; all of which we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.                   
Amen. 

          Faith & Family Night @ the Corncrib      August 6                                                 

3:30 pm Concert / Blgm local  Kenny Hackbarth           4:30 pm Game                                                                                         

Michael Collins Bobblehead Night      Lots of on field fun.  

$ 10 per Ticket (Includes $4 Food Voucher)    Sign up on Welcome Center                                  

Tickets will be ordered on July 17. Tickets need to be prepaid prior to July 17.                                 

Check payable to church. Give to Patsy or Pastor Josh.   



Pray for Safety, Christian Bonding & Spiritual Growth.                                                       

Pray for Courage & Strength as they show the Love of Christ by                                  

Meeting Physical Needs  &                                                                                   

Praying For & With People in New York City. 

Monday - Midwest Food Bank & Home Sweet Home Mission                                         

Tuesday - Peoria Rescue Ministries        Wednesday - FBC Congregational Needs                                                                                

Thursday - Fairview Haven                    Friday - Fun Trip to 6 Flags 

Joelle Bachtold, Miah Bachtold, Dana Champlain, Grace Chaplin, Luis Gomez, Aaron Herr,  

Ben Maier, Gretchen Maier, Bobbi McDonald, Sydney Rothert, Kyle Steidinger 

June 26 - June 30 

 July 16 - 19 

Lead by Pastor Daryl Evans                                                                                               

Sadie Adams, Evan Bachtold,                            

Dana Champlain, Dayton Kilgus,                       

Carol Nelson, Dave Taylor 

 

White Cross — The identity of American Baptist Women Missions 

Our American Baptist Region which is the Great Rivers Region, consists of 5 Areas. Our church 
is in Area 3. Our Area 3 White Cross request is for all items for the Friendship House in Peoria. 
This is approx 850 items. The other 4 Areas of the Great Rivers Region have been assigned Edna 
Martin Christian Center in Indianapolis and their request is approx 8,500 items.  

Another thing of interest is that we, as a church, take items from our 
Clothing Exchanges to the Friendship House in Peoria. 

There are many things we gather year round to help meet our White 
Cross goal—quilts, pot holders, diapers, mittens are just a few of these 
items. Area 3 has already delivered 300 of the 850 items requested from 
Friendship House. The remaining items have been divided between churches in our Area. 

On the bulletin board close to the church mailboxes, is a small poster with sticky notes. These 
sticky notes are just the beginning of Fairbury’s request. So please take several sticky notes—
return the items to the church - and then look for more sticky notes. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Doris Kaisner  815-692-2948 / 815-692-4388 



Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

July:   Josh Bray, Dave Buchanan, Mark Davis, Rob Folk,                                                          

 Paul Mason, Kevin Ricketts, Darryl Stiles, Mark Strike      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

July 2 SS & Worship:  Joy Mason, Connie Haas   

 Worship:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber   

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

July 9 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Betty Lawrence 

 (Sub:  George Gero) 

July 16 SS & Worship:  Malachi Bradley, Linda Hoffman 

 Worship Only:  Daryl & Peg Stiles   

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

July 23 SS Only:  Betty Lawrence   Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathi Huddleston   

 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel 

 (Sub:  George Gero) 

July 30 SS Only:  Rita Meiss     Worship Only:  Evelyn Yoder 

 SS & Worship:  George & Sue Gero 

 (Sub: Mark Strike) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

   Pre-K/Kdg         Elementary 

July 2    Deanna Evans/Sue Slagel       Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

July 9    Sharee Lemerand               Rachael Strike 

July 16   Joni Kilgus   Tiffany Cooley 

July 23   Kendra Broquard  Dede Traub 

July 30  Kim Haab   Dana Kafer 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Kendra Broquard    July 2   Lassiter Family 

Tanya Rothert    July 9   Dana Kafer 

Brenda Mueller    July 16  Tammy Hoffman 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Broquard  July 23  Amy Bachtold 

Arla Wheeler     July 30  Brynn Stephens 

                                                                                               

 

 



Elaine Davis - 12 

Avery Haab - 12 

Dan Schweizer - 12 

Aaron & Sarah Steffen           

7-12-92 (25 yrs) 

Wendy Hall - 13 

Harry Fosdick - 14 

Derek Underwood - 14 

Jordan Cooley - 15 

Anna Hassett - 15 

Shawn McGuire - 15 

Tricia Steffen - 15 

Tim & Tonya Evans        

7-15-95 (22 yrs) 

Maddux Banwart - 16 

Destyni Mowery - 16 

Brenda Fitzpatrick - 17 

Dean Lassiter - 17 

Dayton & Joni Kilgus      

7-17-04 (13 yrs) 

Deanna Evans - 18 

Richard Fitzpatrick - 18 

Canvas Hammond - 18 

Brody Ricketts - 19 

Josie Ricketts - 19 

Josh & Kirsten Smith       

7-20-13 (4 yrs) 

Jeremy Henson - 21 

Claire Dunahee - 22 

Aaron Gerber - 22 

Rachel Bachtold - 24 

Louise Rhoads - 24 

LaRae Walter - 24 

Kvin & Tina Cooley          

7-24-93 (24 yrs) 

Josh Bray - 26 

Sarah Brummitt - 26 

Kaleigh Buchanan - 26 

Gail McWhorter - 26 

Jarrod Broquard - 28 

Alison Kaskavage - 28 

Easton Parrish - 28 

Delores Headley - 29 

Bill Brown - 30 

Mary Martin - 30 

Dennis & Sarah Brummitt 

7-30-89 (28 yrs) 

Pedro & Judy Hernandez 

7-30-05 (12 yrs) 

Heidi Maier - 31 

Kendall Stephens - 31 

Vernie & Sally Korte         

7-31-54 (63 yrs) 

Mark Steidinger - 1 

Logan Steidinger - 2 

Matt Davis - 4 

Sabin Brummitt - 5 

Emily Davis - 6 

Alice Steidinger - 6 

Kurt & Tammy Hoffman       

7-6-85 (32 yrs) 

Adi Bachtold - 7 

Jennifer Gomez - 7 

Maria Martinez - 7 

Pete & LaRae Walter             

7-7-79 (38 yrs) 

Carol Nelson - 8 

Sarah Steffen - 8 

Richard & Brenda Fitzpatrick 

7-8-89 (28 yrs) 

Delmar & Glenda Platz         

7-8-67 (50 yrs) 

Everett Meister - 9 

Andrew Kafer - 10 

Derek & Brynn Stephens       

7-10-10 (7 yrs) 

 


