
A bird… a rooster…and a Resurrected Savior 

For many weeks now most of us have been looking forward to the signs of spring to 
settle in for the season. We have wanted the days to get warmer---and they have 
done that---only to revert back to the sub- freezing lows at night! We have wanted 
the grass to green up so that the landscapes and lawns would add some color to our 
neighborhoods. The grass has started to turn green and is growing and there have 
even been a few people out mowing their grass (not me, not yet).  
 

          Another sign of spring that we looked forward to has been the return of some 

of the birds so that they can favor us with their sweet chirping and calls. The birds 
have returned---and they are loudly chirping right outside my bedroom window. 
Today, I began hearing this chirping at 4:30 in the morning! Really? 4:30 am?! 
Somehow, the chirping had lost it “sweetness” at that hour! I tried to not really 
open my eyes and to not really get up, but after a half an hour of hearing that bird 
tell the world about why it was happy to sing, I had to finally get out of my bed.  
 

          Early morning awakenings are not a new thing for me.  For 7 years of my life 
I owned and operated a small dairy herd in which I milked cows twice every day 
including the first milking around 5:00am.  One of the joys though of that early 
morning hour is the peacefulness of God’s beautiful creation as it awakens in the 
morning.  The animals even seem to ease into the day just like most of us humans 

Senior Pastor                    

Daryl Evans                    

Assoc Pastor of Youth 

Josh Medlin 

701 N. 7th St.                     
Fairbury, IL                          

815-692-2654                                            
fbcfairbury@gmail.com  
www.fbcfairbury.com 

Sunday School:  8:45 am                      

Worship:  10 am                     

Prayer Meeting:        
Tuesday  6:30 pm 

Deacons                                            
Mark Haab                    
Dick Horine                 

Jerry Huddleston         
Ken Masuda              

Wayne Nelson            
Dave Taylor 

April 2017 

do.  However, there is one animal that always seemed to make a rather bold and blaring arrival to the   
morning and that is the rooster.  Hearing the rooster crow in the morning lets you know that the day is on 
and has truly begun.  The harsh cackle of the rooster is not the most pleasant sound of the morning and I  
often thought of the story of Peter whenever I would hear the rooster crow. 
 

          You know the story well… Jesus was pouring out His heart to the disciples in the upper room about 
what He was about to face and then there is a discussion with Peter, the vocal leader of the 12 disciples.    
Jesus told His “12 disciples” that they would all fall away on this night but Peter “declared, ‘Even if all fall 
away, I will not.’ 
 

          Later that night, Peter is trying to be bold.  He is trying to keep to his word of “not falling away even if 
the others left.”  Peter has gotten himself all the way inside the courtyard when some people begin to notice 
him.  He denies once… he denies again… and then finally “He (Peter) begins calling down curses, and he 

swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.” Then the text says, “Immediately the rooster 
crowed.” 
 

          The rooster crowed and Jesus’ eyes met Peter’s and he went away and wept bitterly.  The rooster 
brought a prediction of Jesus to light in the early morning on that fateful day.  But, praise be to God that is 
not the end of the story.  In fact, it is only really a footnote to the true story that took place that early Friday 
morning.  It is a bitter day in which we think on the humiliation and suffering of Jesus but it provides for the 
most beautiful of mornings in history when death could not contain our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ!   
 

          Thinking on the rooster and the story of Peter only makes the story of Jesus that much greater.  
Greater is He that is in thee, than He that is in the world!  I am so looking forward to the coming weeks and 
especially looking towards celebrating the resurrection of the Savior on Easter morning. 
 

          I pray that you are too.  Please take the time to invite the person that you think will say no…and still 

invite them to join us for worship.   

    Pastor Daryl   

 

 

 

He is ris
en!!       

       
       

       
       

       
       



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Throughout the Month of March, our students have been having a blast in our new youth room! 
Our Youth Praise Band has been playing on Sunday nights leading worship for our HS students. The 

kids have been loving their slushies and hot chocolates. And we have had more engaging worship     
services for the youth group overall in the new room with our new technology available.  

 

This month I started a 2-week series entitled Media March. During the first week, I taught the 
importance of guarding our hearts and making sure to watch and listen to media that will help us and 

not hurt us. During the second week, we talked about how to honor God when we communicate with 
others online. God calls each of us to surrender every area of our lives to his Lordship. This includes 

our time online and on our cell phones.  Toward the end of the month we have started a series called 
“Who? I AM” where we looked at Exodus 3:14 where God identifies himself to Moses as I AM. 

Throughout the series we will be looking at several “I AM” statements made by Jesus found in John’s 
Gospel.  As Jesus claims to be God, he also reveals more about who he is that we hope will bless our 
students in the coming weeks.  As Easter approaches I look forward to Jesus’ statement, “I am the          

resurrection and the life”.   

Our High Schol and Junior High students are also looking forward to our Student Life Rec 

Camp on July 10-14th.  We will be ending registration for camp on the 29th of the month, however We 

still need adult counselors to attend camp! The camp requires that we have 1 leader for every 7    

students. Currently we have 41 students signed up and 4 leaders locked in.  We desperately need 2 

more people who will step up and help these kids with their week at camp! If you would be willing to 

help with camp, please contact Pastor Josh as soon as possible!  

During this month, we also were blessed to have a grand conclusion to our UPWARD season. 

On March 5th, we ended THE season with an UPWARD Sunday. This turned out to be a tremendous 

outreach for our church!  We had 503 people attend on Sunday morning, barely fitting them all in the 

sanctuary for a special basketball themed service that challenged people to accept Jesus into their lives 
and get connected with a church family. Afterward we had an estimated 300 people in our gym for the 
meal and award ceremony! We were able to give a meal to the family, a gift to the players, and a Thank 

You card for the coaches. It was an inspiring day to be a part of First Baptist Church.   

Looking Forward                                                                                                                                

The new Youth Rm is open every Tuesday & Wednesday from 3-5 pm.                                                                   

Saturday April 15th @ 10:30 am – Easter Egg Hunt for kids thru 6th grade                                               

Easter Sunday, April 16th - “Son”rise Service led by Pastor Josh at 8 am @ Graceland Cementery            

Sunday, April 30th Pancake & Sausage Fundraiser after worship to help with costs of Summer Camp                                 

 
 



Secret Church  at FBC 
Friday April 28      6:00 pm-12:00 midnight  

 

WHAT IS SECRET CHURCH? 
When we think of "church" in America, we think of going to meet at a building, singing, praying, 

and hearing a message from a pastor or teacher. But in many places around the world, "church" 

meets in a home, an apartment, and sometimes even in secret. Many times there are just a few   

believers who know and follow Christ. These small groups of Christ-followers often meet for many 

hours in study, prayer, and fellowship. Sometimes 

they face great difficulties to meet together. In 

some places it may even be dangerous to gather 

as a church to worship, pray, and study the Word. 

So when they come together, they want to make 

the most of their time together. 

 
Secret Church is our version of "house church" 

where we meet periodically for an intense time of Bible study—lasting 6+ hours—including a time 

of prayer for our brothers and sisters across the globe who are facing persecution and for those 

who still have not heard the gospel. This is not for the uncommitted or faint at heart. But if you de-

sire to know God more deeply through His Word and know His church more fully around the world, 

then please join us for Secret Church. 

 

THIS YEAR'S TOPIC 
The Bible is the foundation for faith among followers of Christ in churches around the world. Yet 

many such Christians never think to ask why this is the case. After all . . . 

..How did we get this holy book? 

..Who decided what would and wouldn’t be included in it? 

..How do we know it’s true?    ..Are there any errors in it? 

..Is it necessary?   ..Is it sufficient?   ..Is it authoritative for my life? 

    ..How can I understand it? 

Even as Christians ask and answer such pivotal questions, the culture around us asks even more 

pressing questions: Isn’t the Bible antiquated and outdated? Isn’t it chauvinistic and     offensive? 

Isn’t it downright deceptive and ultimately dangerous? 

During this Secret Church, we will explore answers to critical questions about the Bible in    order to 

discern what place it should (or should not) have in the lives of Christians and the   implications 

those answers have for our lives, our families, and our churches in the culture around us. 

 

Sign up Now!!  There is no cost but there will be a donation basket to offset costs 
for the event and the food.  Don’t miss this!!! 

 



 GRADUATES: We are compiling a list of our 2017 graduates. 

Please use the green card, email or call the office if you are or know 

someone who is graduating HS, Vocational School, University, 

Advanced Degree. Please don’t assume we know... 

 Community Meal is April 10 & April 24 

 If you are interested in a space in the church garden plot    

located in the NE corner of the church property contact Arnold or 

Nancy Ifft at 815.692.2708 or nancyifft@yahoo.com for details. 

 Upcoming: Clothing Exchange May 3-5       VBS June 12-16   9-11:15 am 

 Tuesday, April 25 (6:30-8:30 pm) is our day & time to provide volunteers    

at the Midwest Food Bank. They are requesting only 6 “able bodied” people   

to help unload trucks; fill pallets; shrink wrap pallets and do general inventory 

organizing. If you can do this please contact Patsy ASAP. 

 Check out the new library location! Everything is marked according to subject 

& the books are in alphabetical order by author, so you can find your favorites 

easier. A directory is being compiled and will be available soon. It will list title, 

author and category. At this time NO donations are being  accepted. 

WOW…   Who did that ??   

Doesn’t the church look great and ready for Easter? 

Thank you to all of those who have used their      

talents and gifts to make our church look ready      

to celebrate Easter this year.  

A very special thank you goes out to Kathy & Thom 

Ladeairous, 

Evan Bachtold, 

Dede Traub, 

Peggy Stiles, 

Joe Delaney, 

Patsy Stephens, Alan Dunahee, and Peggy 

DeFries.  They have given of themselves in  

using their time and artistic skills to give us 

some beautiful visuals that help us in worship and celebrating Easter!  Thank you! 



Sunday, April 9  Palm Sunday 

Friday, April 14  Good Friday 

Annual Cross Walk     11 am                                                                                                     

This year the walk with start at Faith Fellowship 

and follow the cross down the path to here (FBC) 

then on to Trinity Lutheran, Methodist and con-

clude at the Presbyterian Church.  Some golf carts 

will be available for those unable to walk the entire distance.  This is a wonderful time of 

Worship, Witness and Fellowship.     

Good Friday Evening Worship      6 pm                                                                  

Saturday, April 15  

Egg Hunt in conjunction with Boys & Girls Club     10:30 am                                                              

Rain or Shine (or Snow) the egg hunt will begin at 10:30 am.  Children are divided into 

age groups and “hunt” within those groups. Everyone is to meet in the sanctuary for a 

very prompt 10:30 start.   

Sunday, April 16     Easter                                                 

‘Son’rise Service      Graceland Cemetery     8 am                                                                             

Service in the type of place the first Easter began, a cemetery. 

This service is led by our youth.  All are invited back to the 

church for a breakfast served by our Fellowship Committee. 

NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday 

Easter Worship     10 am                                                                                                                     

This service will be befitting the day of celebration that is 

Easter.  Invite your neighbors (It’s not that difficult !) and bring your family to                        

this celebration of eternal life. 

“Christ is risen.”        



Thank You to my church family for remembering me after the death of my sister, Irene Hoffman 

of Keller, Texas last month. Attending the funeral from Fairbury were Nola Wilson, Doris Sands, 

Richard & Dawn Huber and Bob Wilson of Bloomington.                                                          

Also, thank you for cards I received after a fall in Texas in which I received a compression       

fracture which has kept me home bound.     God bless you all.        Nola Wilson 

Dear Baptist Church Family, Thank you so much for your sweet gift of the gorgeous flow-

ers celebrating our daughter Heailey’s birth ! We enjoyed them so much and appreciate 

your thoughtfulness. Thank you again.                                                                                          

                              Rick, Heather (Steidinger) & Heailey Marie Carlson 

The family of Joann Spence-Dyer acknowledges with grateful 

appreciation your kind expression of sympathy. Also, thank you 

for the beautiful flowers and Pastor Daryl for coming to Mom’s 

funeral.         Deb Spence 
Thank You 

Thank you so much for your donation of a $100 Dave’s gift card & 8 dozen cookies for the Red 

Cross’s March blood drive. Our donors appreciated the meal. Thank you again for your help in 

providing food for a successful blood drive.         Barb Taylor / Deb Moran 

Friends & Church Family,  I couldn’t let the usual “Thank You” 

be the only thing sent to you. You are Not Usual. Please know 

how much you all meant to Jimbo. He was so proud to be a 

member of your church & serve the Lord along side all of you. 

He was a better man knowing all of you. — Pastor Daryl, Your 

friendship & guidance was a treasure. Thank you for hosting 

the visitation & the wonderful service. — Ladies/Gentlemen 

who took care of the Dinner, Thank you can’t be said enough 

A bright, beautiful “Thank You” ….    Thank you so much for the flowers and Noah’s Ark baby 

blanket. I apologize for the 4 month delay! A lot has happened (Miriam was born, we bought a 

house, we renovated the basement). Crazy wonderful things! But thank you for all you’ve done for 

me and my family. I have grown spiritually over the years. The Baptist church & congregation is 

what ignited the flame.                              Will, Alyssa (Steidinger) & Miriam Zukowski 

for the wonderful dinner. It was so appreciated. (Jimbo would have loved the leftovers!) Thank 

you also for the beautiful arrangement. You are in my thoughts & prayers for the support, love, 

and fellowship during this time.                                 Nisa Schaffer  (Jimbo’s little sister) 

Thank You 



Lake Springfield Baptist Camp 
2017   Camp Dates 

 

June 11-17  Jr High # 1     Cost:  $ 270 

June 18-23  Grades 4-6     Cost:  $ 210 

June 24  Kdg-4th   Day Camp  Cost:  $   35 

June 25-28  Grades 2-5     Cost:  $ 140 

June 29  Grades Kdg-5 Day Camp  Cost:  $   35 

July 6-8  Sr High Mini Camp   Cost:  $   95 

July 9-15  Jr High #2     Cost:  $ 270 

July 16-22  Sr High     Cost:  $ 270 

July 23-26  Grades 1-4     Cost:  $ 140 

July 28-29  24 Hr Elementary Camp   Cost:  $   55 

 
 

*Drop-off time is 4 pm, Pick-up time is 10 am unless otherwise noted* 

*Grades listed can be either entering grade or completed grade* 

 

 BE SURE TO READ THIS PART……. 

FBC will pay ½ the camp $ cost for any of our regular church attendees. 

   

  Here’s What You Do…… 
 

1.  Pick up a Camp Packet. 

2.  Fill out Registration Form 

3.  Write a Check payable to First Baptist Church of Fairbury for                               

  ½ the cost of the camp listed above. 

4.  Return Filled out Registration Form & Check to church office.  

  The church will mail everything for you. 

5.  Keep Medical Information Form and send with your camper to camp. 

 

Anyone can attend LSC, so you can take a friend who doesn’t attend 

church here. Have them fill out a registration form with a check for the 

full amount and bring them to the church office with yours.  

 

NOTE:   

The church does not provide transportation  



MARCH 2017  

MISSIONARY UPDATE  
 

 “The spiritual life is not an escape from reality,                                                       

but an absolute commitment to it.” 
Peter Scazzero, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality 

  
DAVID & JOYCE REED 

 

On-Line Class Inspires Students in Mexicali 

 
 We have almost completed the third cohort with our on-line class in Spiritual Forma-

tion.  This group of 24 students is from Northern Baja, and had their orientation at the end of 

January in Mexicali, Mexico.   
 Here is a poem by a young man named Carlos about his understanding of prayer after he 

spent time in silence with God: “Prayer is more than asking, more than giving thanks and say-

ing words.  To pray is a waltz.  It is a merging with the Holy Spirit and God. To pray is inti-

macy, discovering joy step by step.  To pray is to love and to feel loved, to always be with 

Christ.  This is prayer.”   
 Brazil and Bolivia will be the locations for our next international cohorts as the Masters 

of Theological Studies in Spanish enters its second year this fall. 
 

Member Care at International Ministries 

 
 In February, we conducted a personnel satisfaction survey for domestic and global 

workers at IM.  The purpose of the survey was to create a baseline to begin to evaluate how 

staff and missionaries perceive member care at IM.  What is the organization doing well?  What 

are the growing edges?  Are there areas where IM needs vast improvement?  We’re part of a 

small team whose purpose is to help IM develop best practices and policies for member 

care.  Our goal is to develop a comprehensive Member Care policy that provides holistic needs 

of all IM personnel.  Our role specifically is to address the areas of spiritual care & renewal. 
 

Update on Joyce’s Health 

 
 Thank you so much for all your prayers on Joyce’s behalf!  It’s now been 2 ½ months 

since her surgery and she feels great.  Her energy is returning, and she seems to have no dietary 

issues.  She has decided to remain gluten free.  The surgery did trigger some lower back issues, 

so she is going to visit a physical therapist next week.  And she sees her gastroenterologist the 

first of April to determine when she needs a follow-up colonoscopy.  We truly believe your 

prayers have assisted in her rapid healing—not only physically, but also emotionally and spiri-

tually.  Thank you for praying for a miracle! 
 

We’re Moving! 

 
 Due to Joyce’s health challenges, we are going to remain in the United States for 

now.  However, since we’re Regional Missionaries, this won’t greatly impact our work or slow 

us down at all!  In the middle of May our plan is to move to the Phoenix, AZ area.  Not only 

Continued next page 



will this bring us closer to David’s family (his dad has been struggling with health issues), but 

also allow us to spend less money on trips to Latin America.  Flying in and out of Phoenix will 

be less expensive than Philadelphia for our international travel.  Initially we will be staying with 

family while we look for a place to live. 
 Aaron is also moving to AZ!  He is going to serve with the AZ Conservation Corp in 

Flagstaff, AZ from mid-April to mid-September.  It’s been his desire to relocate to Flagstaff for 

some time, so he hopes to find another job in that area when this one ends. 
  Ian recently moved from El Segundo, CA to a new apartment in Santa Monica.  It seems 

to be a theme in all our lives lately!  He is busy at SpaceX sending rockets into infinity and be-

yond. 

 
How to Pray for Us 

 
--For our Mexicali students as they wind up this class and prepare to write their final papers. 

 
--Scholarships for all the students in the program. Palmer and IM are already underwriting this 

program, but each student still needs to pay $150 per class.  While that doesn’t seem like much 

to you or me, to students in other countries it can be equal to their entire monthly salary.  If you 

would like to sponsor a student, or provide funds for an entire cohort, please let us know. 

 
--That all the details of our move (including finances) would come together: packing, U-haul 

rental, driving across the country, finding a place to live, etc. 

 
--Joyce’s body would continue to return to 100% health.  That whatever illness attacked her co-

lon was totally taken care of by the surgery, so that she can resume international travel with 

David. 
  
 The season of Lent is an opportunity for each one of us to fall into the mystery of what it 

means to journey towards Passion: the Passover Supper, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Trial 

before Pilate, the Crucifixion, the Silence of Saturday, and the Empty Tomb.  May your heart 

be renewed.  May God’s grace sustain you. 
  

In Christ’s Love, 

David and Joyce Reed 

mexicoreeds@gmail.com 
 

Continued David & Joyce Reed Update 



Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

April:  Joe Delaney, Memo Gomez, Mark Haab, Curtis Meiss,                                                               

  Delmar Platz, Emily Rios, Darryl Stiles, Mark Strike      
 

 Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

April 2 Arnold & Nancy Iff, Betty J Lawrence 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

April 9 Palm  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Terry Zimmerman 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

April 16 Easter       No Sunday School Easter Sunday  

 Darryl & Peg Stiles, Linda Hoffman, Connie Haas 

 (Sub:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber) 

April 23 SS Only:  Joy Mason         Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathie Huddleston, Evelyn Yoder 

 SS & Worship:  Malachi Bradley 

 (Sub:  George Gero) 

April 30 SS Only:  Rita Messi          Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero 

 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel 

 (Sub: Dawn Metz) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

April 2   Evan & Rachel Bachtold   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

April 9 Palm   Jenna Brucker    Rachael Strike 

April 16 Easter  Joni Kilgus     Tiffany Cooley 

April 23   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Dede Traub 

April 30  Kim Haab     Dana Kafer 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Rachel Bachtold    April 2  Tanya Rothert 

Kendra Broquard    April 9 Palm  Ashley Haab 

No SS Easter Sunday    April 16 Easter George & Shawn Campbell 

Brenda Mueller    April 23  Dana Kafer 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Johnson  April 30  Tammy Hoffman 



Dean & Nina Lassiter  

4.01.1972 (45 yrs) 

Jake May - 3 

Chris Meiss - 3 

Dick Horine - 4 

Rob Broquard - 5 

Harry Johnson II - 5 

Cody Steidinger - 5 

Holly Steidinger - 5 

Harry & Lisa Fosdick  

4.05.1986 (31 yrs) 

Karl & Mary Herder 

4.07.1990 (27 yrs) 

Katelyn Steidinger - 8 

Darlene Hodges - 10 

Ray Popejoy - 10 

Kyle Kaskavage - 13 

Chuck Mueller - 13 

Jerry Huddleston - 14 

Malachi Bradley - 15 

Mike McWhorter - 15 

Sam & Patsy Stephens 

4.16.1988 (29 yrs) 

Connor Haab - 18 

Dalton Steidinger - 18 

Janet Halsey - 19 

Don Schmid - 19 

John Jacob Traub - 20 

Jeff Schweizer - 21 

Mary Streitmatter - 21 

John Jacob & Kristin Traub  

4.21.2005 (12 yrs) 

Devin Crews - 22 

Sharee Lemerand - 22 

Mike Thyne - 23 

Rob & Linda Broquard 

4.23.1982 (35 yrs) 

Larry & Rhonda Steidinger 

4.24.1980 (37 yrs) 

Kelli Folk - 25 

Kaden Davis - 26 

Mary Edelman - 26 

Sydney Rothert - 26 

Steve & Mary Beth Crews 

4.26.1986 (31 yrs) 

Kent Kafer - 27 

Rob Folk - 28 

Rosemary Medina - 28 

Arnold & Nancy Ifft 

4.28.1957 (60 yrs) 

Karl Herder - 29 

Clinton & Dorothy Denham 

4.29.1951 (66 yrs) 

Crew Addis - 30 

Brenda Mueller - 30 

Peyton Rigsby - 30 

The Way of  the Cross  Unknown 

Some of us stay at the cross,                                                          

Some of us wait at the tomb,                                             

Quickened and raised together with Christ,                                 

Yet lingering still in its gloom.                                                   

If the Christ Who has died had stopped at the cross                    

His work had been incomplete;                                                 

If the Christ Who was buried had stayed in the tomb,          

He had only known defeat.                                                        

But the way of the cross never stops at the cross,                        

And the way of the tomb leads on                                            

To victorious grace in the heavenly place                                        

Where the risen Lord has gone. 


