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We want to visit you! 
 
That sentence may have got your attention. But you heard me right. We, as 

the leaders of First Baptist Church, desire to meet with you sometime in 

2017. Maybe you ask, “Why would we do this? What would they want to 

talk about with me?”  Let me try to answer those questions and also explain 

a little of what we are hoping to do.   

 

First, just know that there is no agenda in our visits other than to get to 

know you better, pray with you, and see if there is anything that we can be 

a help to for you and your family.  That is it.   

 

I believe we have a great group of brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus 

Christ here at FBC and we want to equip you and have you use and utilize 

your spiritual gifts and in doing so, discover God’s will and purpose for 

you and your life.  Within the past few months we have seen many new 

people come and visit with us and many have become regular attendees 

and we want to get to know you better too.  We don’t even know all of 

your names yet (please fill out a communication card so we can get to know you) but we believe 

that God brought you here and we want you to not only worship with us but also get involved by 

using your abilities and talents to strengthen and encourage our church family. 

 
I believe there is great benefit in us getting to know you, and you get-

ting to know us better. So I have asked the Deacons to join Pastor Josh 

and me in meeting with all of you this year. Don’t worry; we split up 

the church list so that you will only be contacted one time.  And of 

course if you do not wish to meet for whatever reason we will respect 

and honor that wish with no questions asked.  But I believe that deep 

down inside; we all want to be known and to know others better. 

 

There are many reasons but I believe this will be a good thing for our church. The main reason is 

displayed within the pages of Scripture. The church is called a “body” with Jesus Christ as the head 

of this body.  
1 Corinthians 12:12-ff says, “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 

drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot 

should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 

any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body...” 



Lenten Services & Luncheons begin Ash Wednesday, 

March 1 and will conclude on Wed, April 5. Services will be 

held at Trinity Lutheran beginning at 12:05 pm with a 

free lunch held immediately after. (The service/lunch is easily 

attended within your lunch hour break!) 

Pastor Daryl will speak and FBC will provide & serve lunch on 

March 29. 

The imagery that we see within that example shows how we all compliment and become strong 

together as we grow in our faith and knowledge of Christ by utilizing our spiritual gifts and  

talents.  In other words, we all need to grow and use our God-given gifts for the glory of God. 

 
Church visiting has its roots in apostolic tradition. Peter “traveled about the country” and, 

among others, visited the “saints in Lydda” (Acts 9:32). Paul “went through Syria and Cilicia, 

strengthening the churches” (Acts 15:41), ascertaining how they were doing (Acts 15:36), and 

delivering “the decisions reached by the elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey” (Acts 16:4). 

His epistles to the Corinthians, Thessalonians, and others are filled with references to previous 

and future visits designed to up build the saints of God (e.g., I Cor. 16:5-9; I Thess. 2:1; 2:17-

3:10).   Now we know that none of us (leaders of FBC) have the gifts of the Apostle Paul or the 

leadership and talents of the spokesman of the 12 disciples, Peter, but we still believe there is 

great value in this biblical practice.  
 

As leaders, when we visit you, we receive a spiritual blessing— to assist us in understanding 

certain things in a better way. When we show an interest in the needs of our members, we will 

have a good relationship with our members. Our visits can help us better understand the issues 

and circumstances that our members face. Through our visits, we have the opportunity to help 

our members spiritually, physically, mentally, and socially. 

 

If you have any questions about that please give me a call or stop in. 

 

We want you to know that you are important to us.  We are thankful that you are here at FBC 

and we love and pray for you all. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Daryl   
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Medlin’s Ministry Message 

College Attendees Fall 2017 

FBC has a scholarship for those attending a Christian college.                       

Great Rivers Region (GRR) has scholarships for any church member          

attending college regardless of the school. If interested see Pastor Josh 

or the church office ASAP.  Deadlines are FAST approaching. 

We have a ton to praise God for during the month of February at FBC. At the beginning of 
February on the 5th, we were blessed to get to spend time together as a youth group watching the 

Super Bowl. We all gathered together and ate party foods and watched the game together. Those 
who lost interest in the game got to play in the gym while the diehard fans were able to lounge 

and eat snacks while enjoying the intense ending of this year’s Super Bowl game. We had about 
37 students attend that night, some for the very first time! The following Sunday youth group was 

just as exciting as we took 35 people to a Winter Jam Concert! We got to see some phenomenal 
Christian artists that sang the truth of Jesus to our group in an awesome fashion. It was a huge 
blessing to get to worship together with the students with bands like 10th Avenue North and David 

Crowder Band.  However, the most exciting part of this February has to do with the new youth 
room! 

Much of my time this month has gone to preparing our new youth room for the grand re-
veal on the 26th. Although we are very excited for the open house and prayer of dedication for our 

students after church. We have been working with our worship band to get them ready for an 
opening night of Worship for our very first youth group in the new room! This night will surely be 
a blessing to our students as we have plans to have food, slushies, cappuccino’s, as well as a Sun-

day night youth service with worship and a message!  I am sure they will all be very pleased with 
the new place to meet for youth group!  

Summer Camp Info 

Although many of our students have really enjoyed Lift Camp in the past, we are sadly 
parting ways with this camp this year. Unfortunately, the leadership of the Camp has been 

changed and split since last year and although there are two groups hoping to take the place of the 
Lift camp we all know and love. Neither of them would have been the same as the Lift Camp we 

have loved in the past. And due to their lack of organization, we have chosen to not go with either 
group.  

Therefore, this year we are going to a new camp that we hope will be even better than the 

camps we have done in the past.  The name of this camp is Student Life Rec Camp.  It will be a 

high energy fun week of games, powerful worship, and lifechanging messages. I hope to have an 

awesome life changing week for our students that will challenge them to know Jesus and takes 
steps forward in their relationships with Him.  

The dates of this camp are July 10-14th.  Talk to Pastor Josh for more info about how to 

get signed up! Also, we really need some leaders to step up to go with us on this trip! This Camp 

requires us to have 1 Adult for every 7 students so that we can build relationships with students in 

our group!  

Other Important dates! March 5th Upward Sunday                                                                   

     April 15th Community Easter Egg Hunt                                                                                                   
     April 30th Youth Pancake and Sausage Luncheon Fundraiser 



 Community Meal is the 2nd & 4th Monday  March 13 & 27 Phone the 

church before the Friday prior with your name & number of people attend-

ing. This ensures there is an adequate amount of food prepared.   

 March 16 (Thursday) is our day to volunteer at Fairbury Food Pantry. Only 5 

people are wanted because of the space restrictions.  If you are interested & can 

help “shop” or “carry out” from 4:30– 6:30 pm please contact the church office.   

 Because of our UPWARD Sunday on March 5—Communion will be celebrated on 

March 12 in morning worship.  

 Mark Your Calendar Now: Extravagant Women will be having another extravagant 

night on Friday, April 21 at 7 pm 

 After the Special Business Meeting February 26th (discussed below) please go back 

to the new addition for the Youth Room Open House / Prayer Dedication. 

PC School Dist is on                     
Spring Break March 20-24                    

SO…..                                

NO  AWANA  or  JV  
March 22 

June 12—16    

Exact time has not be set      

BUT — will be in AM            

Amy Bachtold is heading 

it up again this year. 

Deacon Board has called a Special Business Meeting after Worship on Feb 26 to 

vote on their recommendations for a Assoc Pastor Search Committee:  (2 Deacons) 

Jerry Huddleston, Dave Taylor; (2 Administrative Council Members) Tim McGuire, Al 

Slagel; (3 Congregational Members) Beckah Gerber, Patti Maier, Dede Traub 

May 3, 4, 5                  

Open 9 am—5 pm  

Contact Sharon Cooper 

with questions. 

UPWARD Sunday will be celebrated March 5                                            

Basketball themed Worship…….Free Meal & Award Ceremony   

ALL Players, Coaches and their Family Members are invited & encouraged to come for a 1 hour 

special UPWARD themed church service followed by a meal and end of season ceremony.  



Quentin Huette - 4 

Taylor Kafer - 4 

Randy McCulloh - 5 

Blake Vaughan - 6 

Meg Dever - 7 

Sydney Retter - 7 

Carol Joiner - 8 

Ken Kafer - 10 

Dusti Folwell - 11 

Seth Retter - 11 

Joe & Donna Delaney 

3.12.1983  (34 yrs) 

Connie Haas - 14 

Kathy Thyne - 14 

Arla Wheeler - 14 

Seth Rigsby - 15 

Leigh Ann Ward - 16 

Kyle & Kaleigh Buchanan  

3.16.2013 (4 yrs) 

Mark & Rachael Strike 

3.16.1996 (21 yrs) 

Dana Champlain - 17 

Gary Cooper - 17 

Dave & Cindy Buchanan  

3.17.1979 (38 yrs) 

Braylen Brucker - 18 

Ashley Haab - 18 

Becky Young - 18 

Peg DeFries - 19 

Larry Steidinger - 19 

Beckah Gerber - 20 

Rose Gerber - 20 

George Gero - 20  

Evan Bachtold - 21 

Dick & Brenda Horine  

3.23.1974  (43 yrs) 

Kurt Hoffman - 24 

Adeline Kilgus - 24 

Marsha Taylor - 24 

Caleb Bray - 25 

Eva Gomez - 26 

Rachael Strike - 26 

Kevin & Nicole Ricketts 

3.26.2011  (6 yrs) 

Dr Heather Schweizer - 27 

Kyle Livengood - 28 

Baylee Mellott - 28 

Andy Folk - 29 

Ben Maier - 30 

Gretchen Maier - 30 

Aaron Herr - 31 

Deepest appreciation 

for your sympathies at the 

passing of my dad, Lary 

Elliott last November. 

Though we miss his pres-

ence , we know now he is 

whole and he is with his 

heavenly Father. 

God is Good..All the Time 

Praise Him! 

Paula Punam 

2 am 

Sunday, March 12 

Or do it before you go to 

bed  

Saturday, March 11. 



March Schedules 

Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

March:  Josh Bray, Dave Buchanan, Mark Davis, Matt Davis,                                                                  

    Rob Folk, Paul Mason, Kyle Miller, Chuck Mueller      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

March 5 SS Only:  Malachi Bradley  Worship Only: Jerry & Kathie Huddleston  

 SS & Worship:  Linda Hoffman, Betty J Lawrence 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

March 12 Spring Forward—Daylight Savings Time Begins  

 SS Only:  Terry Zimmerman  Worship Only: Aaron & Jeni Gerber   

 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

March 19 SS Only:  Connie Haas      Worship Only: Darryl & Peg Stiles   

 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel 

 (Sub:  Evelyn Yoder) 

March 26 SS: Rita Meiss, Joy Mason   

 Worship:  George & Sue Gero, Evelyn Yoder   

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

March 5   Deanna Evans / Sue Slagel   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

March 12   Sharee Lemerand    Rachael Strike 

March 19   Joni Kilgus     Tiffany Cooley 

March 26   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Dede Traub 

 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Tanya Rothert    March 5  Tanya Rothert 

Brenda Mueller    March 12  Barb Taylor 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Johnson  March 19  Amy Kafer 

Arla Wheeler     March 26  Rachael Strike 

       



An Idea, A Community, and A Whole Bunch of Heart: The Grow and Give Garden 

By Katherine Steffen     Prairie Central Junior High 8th Grade 

 

Question:  What is 861 pounds and has 134 helping hands? 

Answer:   The Grow and Give Garden in Fairbury with the help of Spence Farm Foundation! 

 

 Here’s what can happen with 1 garden, 67 kids, and a goal. The goal was to grow good 

and healthy produce for local families. From my experience, I hope you will see how working 

together can  create change in our community. 

 The community garden had been at Prairie Central High School, Fairbury, but the     

garden was not tended to during the summer.  Also, even though high school students worked 

the garden during the school year, not everyone in the community had access to it. So the gar-

den was moved to Fairbury Fastener, located on Route 24. The rule was that kids and only kids, 

could work the garden, which is where I came into the    picture. 

 It was late April and my mom was helping with the garden and she told me, “I had to 

go”. I didn't want to go. It was cold, windy, and I had no interest in gardening. We were out 

there in our winter coats, gloves, hats, and our boots. We looked crazy! 

 First, we tilled the ground, and laid black tarp over the ground to keep the weeds out. I 

helped plant  onions, green beans, kale, lettuce, melons, cucumbers, potatoes, carrots, beets, 

radishes, green peppers, and jalapeno peppers. 

 Second, we watered the plants. There was no hose or sprinkler system. We used rain 

water that was collected from the roof of a shed that went into a big storage tank. We had to wa-

ter everything by hand (I was always glad when it rained)! 

 Third,  we planted  flowers that kept the good bugs in and the rabbits out. The Grow and 

Give Garden never used any pesticides. I hated weeding! There were bugs, mud, and I got sore 

muscles! But, I learned that the weeds choke out the plants and cause them to die. 

 Fourth, we weeded. 

 Fifth, we weeded. 

 Sixth, guess what, we weeded! 

Jenny Steffen and Ben Nelson lead the charge in building, growing, 
and organizing the Grow and Give Garden (G3).  And we want to 
thank your church for sponsoring the 2016 garden. More than a 
garden was built. The G3 created a culture that is enhancing food 
access,   promoting gardening education to a new generation, build-
ing wellness, and encouraging community in the surrounding Fairbury 

area.  I am humbled and very appreciative of the community support that provided verbal, in-kind, and financial resources 
to grow the garden. We are looking forward to the 2017 Garden. Please take a moment to read about the impact that your 

gifts brought to the G3, as told by one of our young volunteers, Katherine Steffen.                                         

Katherine is the daughter of Clint & Jenny Steffen and the granddaughter of Ken & Bea Masuda. 

Submitted With Gratitude by Erin Meyer  

Executive Director, Spence Farm Foundation 

Grow and Give Garden  
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 My mom says, “it's good exercise”, but I think she just wanted me out of bed this sum-

mer. 

 During the summer the Boy and Girls Club in Fairbury, the Forest 4H group, and kids 

from Chenoa, Fairbury, Forrest, and Roberts came to help in the garden. These kids along with 

me worked one hour twice a week on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

 Most of the kids liked to work in the garden because they were bored otherwise. Now 

they felt like they were doing something. Working with my friends, made it more fun and I 

started to like to work in the garden….not all the time… but sometimes. 

 Our master gardener was Ben Nelson. He was a quiet man, but knew a lot about plants.  

Ben helped us take care of the garden and taught us great lessons about the garden. 

 One day, Ben asked us if singing to plants helped them grow better. It reminded me of 

what we learned in science last year.  Music does have an affect on plants! If plants are played 

rock music, they don't do so well. If plants are played classical music, they do better. We won-

dered if Ben actually sang to his plants. The answer, “yes”, and “he sings Italian opera music!” 

 Finally, the produce was here! We had to learn when the produce was ready for picking. 

For instance, watermelons will fall off the vine if they are ready. Kale can be harvested every   

2-3 days. Green peppers get bigger and sweeter the longer you leave them on the bush and       

cucumbers had to be bigger than a dill pickle before being picked. 

 We even had taste tests at the garden.  Some kids have never tried some of the garden 

vegetables before. For example, we sampled green peppers.  Some thought the green pepper 

tasted, “OK but better if there was ranch dressing”. Someone spit out the green pepper. One kid 

said, “Ew, there’s mud on it.” That’s when Ben said, “God made dirt and dirt don’t hurt.” 

 After harvesting, there was lots of produce to be washed and bagged.  Then everything 

went off to 3 food pantries (Forrest, Fairbury & Gridley), 1 church community meal (First Bap-

tist Church of Fairbury), and the Fairbury Boys and Girls Club. 

 At the end of the growing season, I liked working in the garden. We learned that work-

ing together can make a difference. We learned very much about philanthropy. We could see 

how our work helped people who received the produce.    

 I also learned hard work feels good when it means giving to people, who need help.  We 

reached our goal of helping families in need in our area, by working together, and combining 

our resources. I learned that if you get many people involved it can make a difference. 

 Interestingly enough, some of the kids, including me, want to start to grow a garden of 

our own at home! I am looking forward to doing this again next year. 
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                                   What is Lent all about?                                  March 2014 / Pastor Daryl 

Lent is the Christian season of preparation before Easter. Lent is a time when many                                                

people of faith prepare for Easter by observing a period that is often represented by fasting                                           

and repentance and often includes one of the spiritual disciplines.  The reason for Lent is for Christians to intention-

ally set aside a time to reflect on the suffering of Jesus and His death, burial and resurrection. Lent is not mentioned 

in the Bible but the practice of repentance and mourning in ashes is found in many places (Esther 4:1, Job 2:8; 2 

Samuel 13:19 and in the New Testament in Matthew 11:21). 

The season of Lent, at its core, calls us back to God, back to basics, and back to the spiritual realities of life in 

Christ. Back to the things that we say we believe in. It’s a time when we can ask Christ to once again put to death 

sin and indifference toward God and others so that we might fulfill the Greatest Commandment to love the Lord our 

God with all of who we are and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  

Lent has much spiritual significance. Its duration of the 40 days (starts this year on March 5th) leading up to Easter 

(excluding Sundays) is designed to remind us of the 40 days that Christ spent in the wilderness before beginning His 

public ministry. Despite the spiritual significance, Lent has been seen as many as threatening and scary. Some of 

that comes from not always understanding or maybe even from some past church experiences that were unfulfilling.  

In many church traditions, we prepare for Christmas by recapturing the sense of longing in the Advent   season. 

However, most don’t prepare for Easter (beyond buying a new outfit) even though Easter can be considered the  

climax of Christian belief. So beyond the rituals and such, what is the true spiritual intent and value of Lent?  I think 

that David’s words in Psalm 51 are great words to think on as we consider our own ways.  Listen to the following… 

 “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out 

my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin…Create in me a pure heart, O 

God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit 

from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me…The sacrifices 

of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise”       (Psalm 51:1-2,10-12,17) 

To me the season of Lent is a great time to think on our own individual spiritual condition and to consider and medi-

tate on the amazing work of Jesus Christ in my life.  I grew up in a church that did not talk about Lent and minimized 

some of the church traditions that I think can be so helpful in growing our faith.  We all are in a spiritual battle every 

day and we often fall short but the Lord God that I serve and believe in is always there with His arms open wide for 

me.  One of my favorite verses in the Bible is Romans 5:8 which says, “God demonstrated His love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  That verse fills my heart with gladness and joy.  God knew that we 

were not going to live perfect lives, but rather we would often choose to disobey Him and try to live for ourselves but 

He still sent Jesus to die for me!!!  Amazing the love of God for us.  I hope that somehow during this Lent season 

you take some time to reflect on your own past and think on and meditate about the amazing God that we serve. 

In Lent we have the opportunity to again seek God in a fresh way and to see the need for Him to be in every area of 

our life. We see again the basics: God’s unconditional love for us and our response to that love. We can experience 

again the first love of our faith.  

As we look ahead to another celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection, I encourage you too spend some time 

alone with God and seek His will for your life.  Lent is an excellent time to reconsider and reflect. 

 


