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Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! What a joyous day it was!  I am 
beyond elated to be installed as the Senior Pastor of the First Baptist Church.  God certainly 

deserves the glory for all that He has done and I am honored and humbled at this opportunity 
to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ here at First Baptist Church. 

 

Special thanks go to all who helped make this day special. Thanks for the words of affirmation 

from Deacon Dick Horine (chairman of Search Committee) and Missy Miller (and presenting 
Deanna with flowers) and for the entire Search Committee, the Fellowship Committee and all 
of the other ministries that served, for their tireless efforts to ensure that this day was a success. 

The Thanksgiving meal was excellent on all accounts and I had many comment that it was the 
best thanksgiving meal that they had ever had here at First Baptist Church.  It takes much 

preparation and work to feed almost 300 people and for that we all say, “Thank you.” 
 

Also, I want to thank our special guests, first my friend and mentor Dr. Arthur Simpson (from 
Grace Church Granger, IN) and also our area minister Dr. Adrian Lamkin (Area III Minister 
from the Great Rivers Region).  I want to thank all of you that are a part of FBC for the invest-

ments that you’ve made in my life over the past 8 years.  It has greatly contributed to the 
preacher and person that I am today. I am also eternally grateful for the privilege to have some 

of my family members in attendance for this grand occasion. It meant so much to me to have 
been able to share this moment with you. 

 
Last, but certainly not least, I want to thank the entire First Baptist Church Family for your 
continued prayers, support, and encouragement. God has blessed me with an amazing oppor-

tunity to serve such a wonderful congregation. As I looked around the gym during the thanks-
giving meal it gave me great joy to see how diverse that we are as a congregation. We really 

have a great mixture of all ages of people here at First Baptist Church. We have some wise (or 
more elderly saints) that have been here, some for decades, and then on the flip side of that, we 

have many younger parents that have just recently started coming and bringing their children 

to church.  We truly have a great mixture of all ages all the way down to some newborns.  
There have been weeks where our nursery has had as many as 10 young children in there. 

Praise the Lord. 
 

I am so proud to be your Pastor and I look forward to many more years together of serving 
and worshipping the Almighty God. My prayer is that God’s peace, grace and favor will rest 

upon each of you during this time of Advent and the Christmas season. May this Christmas 
season be a time of great joy and blessing for each of you as we celebrate and remember the 
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ together. 

 
Praise be to God, 

Pastor Daryl Evans 
 



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking back in FBC student Ministries.. 
 

 Over the month of November in our church, the Junior High and High School students have    

finished up our series on Parables where we looked at some of the stories Jesus told during his lifetime.  

After our series on Jesus’ Parables ended we started a new Thanksgiving Series for the month of Nov. 

with messages entitled “Good Food”, “Gathered Family”, and “Give Thanks”.  The first night of the  

series that corresponded with our “Good Food” message was a pizza party night for the high school    

students where we learned about how to mature in our faith and grow out of spiritual infancy so that we 

can eat the meat and potatoes of God’s word rather than just the spiritual milk.  The second night of this 

series entitled “Gathered Family” was an awesome night where students learned the importance of     

loving and serving their families both at home and in the church. Students were able to talk through 

struggles with peers and adult leaders in the small groups and many students were challenged to be more 

loving to their families.  Our final message of the series is the message “Give Thanks” where students 

learned the benefits of valuing the people in our lives who serve us regularly as well as the downfalls of 

being a person who complains. Students were given three ways that they could develop a lifestyle of 

thankfulness by saying thank you to others, saying thank you to God, and refusing to complain. I am  

excited to announce that the small groups that we have started as a normal part of our Sunday night   

program during the Parables season have proven to be a great blessing to both our students as well as the 

leaders.  Also, we recently have found two musicians in the Church who are using their gifts musically to 

work with our student praise band that is working to develop their skills on a weekly basis!  

Looking Forward.. 

 
 In the Next Month we are starting the beginning of the Upward Basketball program!  Some im-

portant dates to remember are December 6th at 5:30-7:30 PM and December 10th from 9-11 AM for the 

Upward Evaluation Days. If you are interested in helping with the evaluation days, please contact Pastor 

Josh at the Church. Also there is an Upward Coaches meeting for anyone who has signed up to be a 

Coach for the Upward Basketball season on Tuesday, December 13th at 7 PM. If you are interested in 

Coaching , please contact Pastor Josh for more info.  

The High School students are invited this year to a New Year’s Eve Party at the Church where 

there will be fun games and celebration in a safe environment here at the Church! That event will be held 

from 8:00 PM to 12:30 PM on New Year’s Eve.  Students will not be allowed to leave until the event is 

over once they arrive at the Church unless prior arrangements are made.  For the Junior High we have a 

Pizza night coming up this month on a Wednesday night so that the junior highers can enjoy pizza just 

like the High school students got during the “Good Food” night last month.  

Also this month students will be anticipating the Christmas Holiday with a Christmas themed  

lesson series before the Holiday. As always, we are looking for anyone who loves students and wants to 

help them learn about Jesus to get involved as a Youth leader by contacting Pastor Josh!  

Merry Christmas  from  

Nicole & Pastor Josh 



      What is Advent? 
      For many Christians there may be some confusion       

      surrounding the meaning of the Advent season. Some 

      people may know that the Advent season focuses on    

      expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation   

      of Christ’s birth in the season leading   up to Christmas. 

      This is part of the story, but there’s more to Advent. 
 

  The History of Advent                                  
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming.” Originally,    

(4th and 5th centuries) Advent was a celebration of God’s incarnation which is the birth of Jesus 

Christ. This early celebration included elements of fasting and resembled what is practiced  

during the 40 days of lent. But this church practice changed by the 6th century, and Roman 

Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they had in mind was    

not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second coming in the clouds as  

the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly 

linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas like we celebrate today. 
 

  Advent Today                                    
Today, the Advent season lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. (Advent begins on the 

Sunday that falls between November 27th and December 3rd each year.)  

The Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” perfectly represents the church’s cry during 

the Advent season: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now 

sings the song in commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in 

the future. 
 

  Advent Liturgy and Practice                                   
The four weeks of advent are traditionally based on the themes of  

Hope          Peace          Joy          Love 

These themes both look back to the celebration of the first coming in Bethlehem but also looks 

forward to the second coming and appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ. Over the course of the 

four weeks, Scripture readings move from passages about Christ’s return in judgment, to Old 

Testament passages about the expectation of the coming Messiah, to New Testament passages 

about the announcements of Christ’s arrival by John the Baptist and the Angels. 
 

  Advent and the Christian Life                                 
While Advent is certainly a time of celebration and anticipation of Christ’s birth, it is more than 

that. It is only in the shadow of Advent that the miracle of Christmas can be fully understood 

and appreciated; and it is only in the light of Christmas that the Christian life makes any sense. 

This is the essence of Advent. 



 Community Meal  — December 5 and December 19 at 6 pm 

 There will not be regular Sunday School on Dec 11, Dec 25 and Jan 1 

 PCHS’s Madrigal Singers will be with us in worship on Dec 11  

 Our Financial Treasurer, Sharon McGuire is getting ready to distribute the 2017 Tithing Envelopes. 

Everyone has a number in her system and these envelopes have that number printed on the front. If 

you do not want her to bother with giving you yours because you don’t use them for one reason or 

another, please let her know and she will dispose of your box for you. Likewise, if someone wants 

envelopes who has not had them in the past, let her know that as well.  Call or text 309-846-2498. 

Children’s Christmas Program  

Sunday, Dec 11 at 9 am  

**In place of Regular Sunday School   

Full rehearsal on Saturday, Dec 10 at 1 pm for ALL involved. 

Blue Christmas Worship Service                             

Saturday, December 3  -  12:45 pm  -  Duffy-Pils Memorial Home / Fairbury   

A popular song says Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year. This is true for many, but for those 

who are grieving or facing other difficulties, the festive atmosphere of the season only intensifies their 

pain. People who have lost loved ones often find it hard to participate in worship services focused on joy.          

A Blue Christmas Service offers people an opportunity to join with others in their sadness. The service is  

reflective, with a focus on hope and healing. Prayers, scripture, and music are selected to offer assurance 

that God is with those who are struggling. Churches in Fairbury participate and the ISU String Project 

will present a few musical selections. Please feel free to bring other family and friends, EVERYONE       

IS  WELCOME !!   If you have any question, please talk with Pastor Daryl. 

 On Christmas Eve at 6 pm we will gather for our traditional 

“Silent Night!  Holy Night!” worship.  It will be full of carols, the Christ 

Candle on our Advent wreath will be lit and the service will conclude 

with Family Communion and a quiet time to reflect on what is worth all 

the hustle and bustle.   

 The following morning, bring your earthly family to celebrate the birth of Jesus with your 

church family. There will not be Sunday School on Christmas morning.  Worship will be 10 am 

and will be a joyful upbeat service that promises to be an hour or less in length.                                        

“For unto you is born this day in the city of  David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” 



The “Giving Tree” across from the staff offices is for 

families in the Livingston County area that we would like to 

bless this Holiday season and continue to bless through 

out 2017.  There are ornaments that will have a specific 

“need” listed. (For example: diapers, baby formula, Once N 

Again &  Walmart gift cards …)    

These items will be used in a “stock the shelf” type approach to be given out by 

Jill McCulloh when needs arise in 2017.  Please give to Jill or the church office by 

Christmas. Contact Jill or the church office with questions. 

   Grandparents at Prayer     1st & 3rd Thursday     10 am 

  Today our grandchildren are being attacked like never before in their education as well 

as in their social and spiritual lives. Christianity itself is under assault. As a result our grandchil-

dren are living in a desperate moral and spiritual climate navigating in world hostile to the 

truth. Parents and grandparents are involved in a tug of war for the hearts, souls and minds of 

their children.                                                                                                                           

 Many years ago, Queen Esther stood in the gap for her people, the Jews, when their 

physical lives were threatened. In our day, grandparents can stand in the gap for the spiritual 

lives of their grandchildren. Never before has prayer for our children and grandchildren been 

more vital. We are in a spiritual battle for the lives of our families. 

Come to the YC Kitchen for an hour of sharing and prayer specifically for our 

families in these urgent days. If you need further info contact Elaine Jackson at 

815-657-7546 or jacksonf8237@sbcglobal.net    

Youth / Senior Adult Meal & Game Night     

If you are a Jr High or HS student and if you consider yourself a Senior Adult                           

YOU ARE INVITED to an evening of food & fun Together !! 

Sunday, December 4    6-7:30 pm    Youth Center Gym 

We are asking the Youth to bring a meat entre  & Senior Adults to bring a side dish/dessert.                                                                                       
There is a sign up sheet in the entry. 

 

   Shout out if you know what we’re going to play !!   _ _ _ _ _    

       Hint:   The answer is not Bingo…..    

mailto:jacksonf8237@sbcglobal.net


           UPWARD Basketball 
 

                Evaluation Days (to gauge players’ skill level) Are:   

Tuesday, December 6th 5:30-7 PM and   

Saturday, December 10th  9-11 AM  

The player needs to attend just one of these days.  

Practice starts the week of January 2 - First Game Day is January 14 - Concludes March 4  
 

How to Sign Up a Kdg-5th Grade Player:    

*Boys & Girls both are welcome to participate in UPWARD 

* Cost is $ 55 per player 

*Pick up a brochure in the entry & bring to Evaluation                                                           
   or  go online at   http://registration.upward.org/UPW63277   

 

How  You  can  Get Involved    

Coaching: Our #1 ask is for Christian Coaches (male & female), this is a 2 hr per week com-
mitment. 1 hr per week for practice, and 1 hr for the game each Saturday. If being a 
Head coach is intimidating for you, we need Assistant Coaches too! Less responsibility, but 
still a great help! 

Evaluation Day Volunteer: For each of our Evaluation Days we need at least 2 dozen     
people to help with the skill level “stations”. If you can count to 15 and know how to run a 
stopwatch (with training) this is for you. 

Halftime Devotions: Maybe you don’t have time to make a big commitment but still want 
to invest in the families of our community. Every Sat. we will have 9 games. If you could 
share a 3-5 minute devotion during halftime of these games that would make a big differ-
ence!  

Prayer Partners: We would love to have people who would dedicate themselves to  praying 
for our players, coaches, and their families. We believe interceding to God on behalf of 
our teams will make all the difference in a child’s life!  

Contact me if you have questions  

Or are ready to GET INVOLVED... 

                      Pastor Josh   



Paulette Bazzell - 306 W. Chestnut / Fairbury  61739                                                                                                          

Clinton Denham - Asta Care—Pontiac Healthcare & Rehab                      

  300 W Lowell / Pontiac  61764 

Dorothy Denham - Woodridge Supportive Living                                                

         120 N. Deerfield Rd  Apt # 121 / Pontiac 61764                                           

Mayme Hearne - Meadows Nursing Home  24588 Church St. / Chenoa  61726   

Gene Sutton - Meadows Nursing Home  24588 Church St. / Chenoa  61726   

Susan (Hume) Tinges - Fairview Haven  605 N. 4th St. / Fairbury  61739                       

Caleb Bray - Marines   Son of Darren & Corina Bray                                                  

Jerry Bright - Navy     Son-in-Law of Dick & Brenda Horine                                  

Gaylord Tony Garner - Army   Great Grandson-in-Law of Shirley Herron                       

Kiel Huling - Army—Deployed to Iraq   Son of Phyllis Huling                                                   

Steve Jones - Army     Brother of Jill Riggs                                                        

Michael Myers - Marines     Grandson-in-Law of Mary Streitmatter                           

Jordan Nelson - Army National Guard Granddaughter of Deb Spence                                   

Daniel Schweizer - Air Force Reserves Husband of Abby (Hassett) Schweizer                 

            Son of Jeff & Heather Schweizer     Son-in-law of Brian & Traci Hassett                             

Joshua Smith - Army Reserves    Husband of Kristin (Brummitt) Smith                                       

     Son of Duane & Juanita Smith          Son-in-law of Dennis & Sarah Brummitt                                  

Scott Wilson - Army     Grandson of Nola Wilson                                                   

Kristin Zimmerman - Army Reserves   Daughter of Terry Zimmerman 

Sign up to ring the Salvation Army Bell  

   Wednesday, Nov 30              Friday, December 9                                     

    Monday, December 19         Thursday, December 22 

Sign up Sheets with available times are in the entryway. 



Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

December:     Nate Addis, Tina Cooley, Mark Davis, Rob Folk, Jim Folwell,                                             

  Kyle Miller, Delmar Platz, Kevin Ricketts      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

Dec 4 SS & Worship:  Arnold & Nancy Ifft, Terry Zimmerman 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

Dec 11 SS Only:  Rita Meiss Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber 

 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter   

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

Dec 18 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel, Betty J Lawrence 

 Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles 

 (Sub:  George Gero) 

Dec 25 No Greeters Needed  
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

Dec 4    Dede Traub     Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

Dec 11   Jenna Brucker    Rachael Strike 

Dec 18   Joni Kilgus     Tiffany Cooley 

Dec 25                                     No Children’s Church on Christmas Day 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Linda Broquard / Lynette Johnson  Dec 4   Lassiter Family 

Children’s Program / No Nursery   Dec 11  Barb Taylor 

Arla Wheeler     Dec 18  Amy Kafer 

No Sunday School / No Nursery  Dec 25  No Nursery   

                                                                                          

December 



Alan/LoriLee Dunahee 

12/01/1990 (26 yrs) 

Betty Zimmerman - 2 

Mark/Elaine Davis  

12/03/1977 (39 yrs) 

Alan Dunahee - 4 

Ken Masuda - 4 

Tim Dever - 5 

Sibelle Schweizer - 8 

Wyatt Steidinger - 8 

Kevin Ricketts - 10 

Steve/Sandra Rieger  

12/10/1966 (50 yrs) 

George Campbell - 11 

Denise Beal - 13 

Myrna Huette - 13 

Mary Beth Crews - 14 

Sarah Meiss - 14 

JaNae Steidinger - 14 

Elliott Putnam - 15 

Kendra Broquard - 16 

Konnor McDonald - 16 

Carene Campbell - 17 

Judy Hernandez - 17 

Cindy Stephens - 17 

Lynette Bazzell - 18 

Gary/Connie Huston  

12/18/1971 (45 yrs) 

Linda Broquard - 19 

Harry Johnson - 19 

Jack Lawrence - 20 

Ron/Barb Kaeb     

12/22/2012 (4 yrs) 

Jesus of Nazareth - 25 

Terry/Betty Zimmerman 

12/26/2010 (6 yrs) 

Sadie Adams - 27 

Cindy Buchanan - 27 

Joy Mason - 27 

Paul Mason - 27 

Taylar Beal - 28 

Vernie Korte - 28 

Rita Meiss - 28 

Robert/Mary Edelman  

12/28/1969 (47 yrs) 

Eli Kilgus - 29 

Noel Metz - 30 

George/Rita Clark  

12/31/1977 (39 yrs) 

“All I want for Christmas is some-

one to remember my  December 

birthday”                --Readers Digest Comedy Page 

Dear Master for this coming year 

Just one request I bring: 

I do not pray for happiness, 

Or any earthly thing— 

I do not ask to understand 

The way Thou leadest me, 

But this I ask: Teach me to do 

The thing that pleaseth Thee. 

I want to know Thy guiding voice, 

To walk with Thee each day. 

Dear Master make me swift to hear 

And ready to obey. 

And thus the year I now begin 

A happy year will be— 

If I am seeking just to do 

The thing that pleaseth Thee. 


