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On October 9th First Baptist Church of Fairbury called Pastor Daryl Evans to serve as 

our forty-third (43) senior pastor since our organization in October 1858. 

 

Pastor Evans began serving here at FBC as      

Associate Pastor of Evangelism and Discipleship 

in April 2008.  Since coming, we here at FBC and 

a great many community members have grown 

to know, love and respect the entire Evans family 

and feel we are blessed to have him as our new 

Senior Pastor. 

 

Daryl & Deanna have been married since June 

1993 and Ryan just turned 5 in August. He was 

raised in Boyertown, PA which is about one hour 

from Philadelphia. He graduated from                   

Philadelphia Biblical University in 2003 and           

Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 2007. 

 

Aside from delivering weekly biblical sermons that make God’s word relevant in today’s 

world, Daryl brings a broad range of skills and strengths to his work of shepherding 

this congregation with a sense of excitement and enthusiasm. 

 

We will officially welcome Daryl into his new position at his Installation 

Sunday on November 20. His guest speakers will be Area Minister Adrian 

Lamkin and Dr. Art Simpson. Pastor Art is a personal friend, past mentor and 

was the pastor of Daryl & Deanna’s home church in Oley, PA. He is currently 

the pastor of Grace Church in Granger, IN.  

 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend this special Sunday and then stay for the All 

Church Thanksgiving Meal after worship. 

Welcome to our new Senior Pastor 

Daryl Evans 



Senior Pastor Daryl Evans 

Thankfulness 
 The month of November brings with it usually the completion of harvest (most 

years), the beautiful colors of fall and the onset of colder temperatures which most of us 

(at least this pastor) dislike. However, one positive thing at this time of year is the up-

coming thanksgiving holiday with Christmas right around the corner. These are great 

times of the year at the church. With thoughts of thanksgiving in my mind, this newslet-

ter is a great time for me to express my thankfulness to God and also my thankfulness to 

you. I am so thankful to God for his many blessings and one specific blessing that He 

has called me to be your next pastor here at First Baptist Church.  

 The first time I ever had any inkling that God might call me to be a pastor was 

when I was a young boy (about 8 years old). At the time it was a very weird conversa-

tion, in my 8 year old mind, that I heard my Grandfather having with my father. As 

many 8 year old boys, I thought that I was going to grow up to be the next third baseman 

for my beloved Philadelphia Phillies. I loved baseball and God had given me some gifts 

in that area and I just thought that I would become a pro player (it made sense at the 

time as a youngster). But then one Sunday after church my grandfather said, “Daryl is 

going be a pastor some day.” They weren’t joking around or anything like that and I re-

member wondering, “Why would grand pop say that?” It really was a strange thing to 

hear at the time. My Grandfather was a wise and godly man that served Christ diligently 

throughout his entire life. He was a salesman that used his profession as opportunity to 

tell people about Jesus Christ on a daily basis. So for this family member to say this 

really made me think about it and it was a memory that stayed with me my entire life. 

 The weird thing about that conversation was the fact that I remember it at all. 

Some people remember many childhood memories but that is not the case for me. I 

don’t remember hardly anything from those early years but that simple sentence stuck in 

my mind and would occasionally come into my thoughts for the next 20 years until I 

truly felt God call me to pastoral ministry. I have no idea what made my grandfather say 

that and unfortunately I cannot ask him as he passed away about 25 years ago but it was 

something I never forgot. There were many other little things along the way that God 

gave to me to lead and guide me to the place that I am today. I am so thankful that God 

has called me here to co-labor alongside all of you as we serve Jesus Christ together. 

 I am excited about what God has in store for us here at FBC. My calling as pastor 

brings with it my passion for equipping, encouraging, and empowering all of you to live 

and grow and use your unique spiritual gifts for the glory of God. Each one of us is so 

essential and uniquely gifted to introduce people to Jesus Christ and to help in the ongo-

ing sanctification process as we grow more like Jesus every day. I truly mean and be-

lieve that.  

 I need you!! We need you!! For First Baptist Church to be the church that we are 

called to be we need to use our gifts, talents and abilities to be a light in Fairbury, 

Livingston County, and around the world.  

 So again, thank you! I have felt much love and support for the past few months 

and that means more to me than you will ever realize.  

I love you all, 

Pastor Daryl   

 



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking back 
During the month of October in Student Ministries we have been enjoying the Fall with some 

really fun and exciting activities for our youth group! We started off the month finishing up our series 

on Temptations! We had our last lesson of that series on the temptation of abusing drugs and alcohol. 

On the 9th of October, the youth group was canceled and instead we had a special men’s night at the 

church for all of our teen guys and the girls got a special movie night of their own at the Lemerand’s 

house! They also painted some really awesome Fairbury rocks 

that will end up hidden around town!  On Wednesday the 12th, we 

had our first Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) Luncheon 

for the Christian students at Prairie central! We had nearly 40 

FCA students come and hear a testimony and eat a delicious meal 

at our church. I am excited to see it continue to grow during the 

year. Later on that evening, the JV kids had a cookout outside 

where they enjoyed smores and hot dogs while playing a game of 

Mafia around the campfire!  On the following Sunday, October 

the 16th, 45 students piled into the church busses and a few other 

vehicles on our yearly trip to the corn maze at Hardy’s reindeer 

ranch. The kids had a blast getting lost in the maze with friends and had a contest to see who could find 

all the checkpoints in the maze first!  

After the Corn maze trip, we switched gears into our new series titled 

“Fight or flight”. It is our October series where we are focusing on how 

Christians deal with both anger and fear! In addition to the teaching, we 

have been playing some spooky Halloween games. For example, On the 

19th of the month, our junior high students played glow in the dark kick-

ball! They were given 3-5 glow stick necklaces or bracelets each, along 

with our glow in the dark kickball, and after the sun had gone down, we 

went out and started our game. On the 23rd of October, we bought our 

youth group kids a large amount of toilet paper and mummified a few of 

our teens! After we had successfully created our mummies, we played mummy line tag where students 

had to get chased around our gym by the very monsters they had created! 

There will be one more week in the series as the month closes where we 

plan on a murder mystery game for the JV and a “gargoyles” freeze tag 

game for the high school students. And as we finish off the month, our 

Fall Gym-boree is coming up soon and we have high hopes for another 

great year of community outreach on the 31st.  

Looking forward 
As November is right around the corner, we are looking forward to a few 

fun future events! 

November 6th- Town Wide Food Drive:  

 Students will be meeting after church on Sunday November 6th to go and pick up food door to 

 door for our city-wide food drive and deliver it to the food pantry. 

November 9th – FCA Luncheon 

November 13th – Pastor Josh Preaching 



Our Deacon Board will be conducting a   

“Town Hall” type meeting   

Mon, Nov 7        7 pm.  

The Pastors and the Deacon Board want the congregation’s 

ideas/input as we decide what our staff needs are and move 

forward with hiring an Associate Pastor  

Come and have your voice heard !!! 

 Community Meal is the 1st & 3rd Monday in Nov & Dec.   

Nov 7 & 21 and Dec 5 & 19 at 6 pm. 

 In order for our library to keep a current holdings list we 

will only accept donated books within the months of    

October and April. So we won’t take anything else now 

until April 2017. Thanks for cooperating with this.  

 November 17 6:30-8:30 pm is our time slot to provide     

volunteers at the Midwest Food Bank in Blgm. If you, 

your family, small group, SS class, group of friends want 

to get involved contact the church or John Jerad Gerber. 

 On Sunday, Nov 6 After Worship the team going on 

the Nicaragua Mission Trip Jan 28 - Feb 4, 2017 will hold a Fundraiser 

Meal in the Youth Center.  

Join your church family                                                        

Sunday, November 20                                                                     

All Church Thanksgiving Meal  

Turkey/Dressing/Mashed Potatoes & Gravy will be provided. 

Those attending are asked to bring a minimum of 2 side dishes                                     

either vegetable, salad or dessert. 

Please bring enough to cover your own family as well as extra for our guests.                   

This is the same day we celebrate Pastor Daryl’s Installation Sunday.  



While the storm clouds gather 

Far across the sea 

Let us swear allegiance 

To a land that’s free 

Let us all be grateful 

For a land so fair 

Let us raise our voices 

In a solemn prayer 

God bless America, 

Land that I love. 

Stand beside her, and guide her, 

Through the night with the light from above. 

From the mountains, to the prairies, 

To the oceans, white with foam, 

God bless America, 

My home sweet home. 

God bless America, 

My home sweet home.       November 11 

   Grandparents at Prayer 
1st & 3rd Thursday     10 am 

  
 Today our grandchildren are being attacked like never 
before in their education as well as in their social and spiri-
tual lives. Christianity itself is under assault. As a result our 
grandchildren are living in a desperate moral and spiritual 
climate navigating in world hostile to the truth. Parents and 
grandparents are involved in a tug of war for the hearts, 
souls and minds of their children. 
 Many years ago, Queen Esther stood in the gap for her people, the Jews, when 
their physical lives were threatened. In our day, grandparents can stand in the gap for 
the spiritual lives of their grandchildren. Never before has prayer for our children and 
grandchildren been more vital. We are in a spiritual battle for the lives of our families. 
 Come for an hour of sharing and prayer specifically for our families in these       
urgent days. We meet on first and third Thursday mornings in the kitchen at 10:00.   
Contact Elaine Jackson at 815-657-7546 or jacksonf8237@sbcglobal.net  if you need       
further information. 

Coming in December —— Sunday, Dec 11 —— 9 am 

Children of the church (PreSchool-6th grade) are invited to participate 

in this year’s program. Practices are Sunday mornings at 8:45 in the 

sanctuary. They last approx 1/2 hr at which time the kids go to their 

Sunday School class for the remainder of the hour. Questions can be 

directed to Rose Gerber 

**FYI There will not be Sunday School on Dec 11 in order for every-

one to enjoy the Children’s Program presentation 

mailto:jacksonf8237@sbcglobal.net


     UPWARD Basketball 
 
 It’s that time of year again where we are starting up 

one of our most successful ministries of the Church! That’s 

right, Upward Basketball is just around the corner! Last year 

we had 152 kids sign up to play basketball and learn the game 

in a Christian environment!  Over 30 coaches signed up last 

year to be a blessing in the lives of those young people and I can say with certainty, we had 

a great year! This year we are planning to have our Evaluation days to gauge players’ 

skill levels on December 6th 5:30-7 PM and the December 10th  9-11 AM 

(Tuesday and Saturday). The first week of practices will start January 2nd and the season will 

be about two months long.  

I am so excited again this year to start up a season where we can continue to build 

and grow our ministry to the kids! But to do that, we are going to need people who are   

dedicated to making this ministry succeed! I had such a great year last year working with my 

basketball team of 2nd-3rd graders. Although I know it can seem like an intimidating task, I 

had just as much fun coaching as the team had playing! But there are multiple ways that you 

can be involved with Upward basketball if you are interested!  

How can I help? 
 

Coaching: Our number 1 ask is for Christian Coaches (male & female), this is a 2 hour 
per week commitment. 1 hour per week practice, and 1 hour for the game each      
Saturday. If being a Head coach is intimidating for you, we need assistant coaches 
too! Less responsibility, but still a great help! 

 
Referee: If you know the rules of basketball and aren’t afraid to speak up, we could use 

your help on Saturdays! This could be a flexible schedule with our major needs on  
Saturdays between 7 am and 5 pm. 

 
Halftime Devotions: Maybe you don’t have time to make a big commitment but still 

want to invest in the families of our community in a tangible way. Every Saturday we 
have 9 games. If you could share a 3-5 minute devotion during halftime of the games 
for a few hours, that would make a big difference!  

 
Prayer Partners: We would love to have people who would dedicate themselves to  

praying for our players, coaches, and their families. We believe interceding to God    
on behalf of our teams will make all the difference in a child’s life!  

Consider getting actively involved in the lives of our youth                                                              

& the youth of the our community.                                                                                                  

Contact me (Pastor Josh) or Mark Davis (815-848-5454) with any questions. 



Thank You         

Thanks to all who called, visited, sent cards or flowers during my recent surgery 

and recovery. A special Thank You to all the ladies who brought food to me dur-

ing this time. Special Thanks to Pastor Daryl for coming to the hospital and his 

visits after surgery. We are blessed to have our pastors and our church family. 

  Carolyn Dunn           

Thanks to all for your prayers and the cards I received after my surgery and re-

covery period. Thanks to the ladies who brought me meals. It was appreciated. 

  Alice Steidinger                

I just want to express my appreciation for all the cards & notes I received due to 

my father’s passing. Thank you for being a warm and friendly church. Also, 

thank you for the lovely prayer shawl and exquisite flower arrangement. They 

mean so much.                                                                                                           

  Carol Nelson 

Construction Update   

Week of Oct 21—The outside windows were put in; one outside door was installed and the other door spot 

boarded up to make the addition secure. The studs for the inside walls are going up allowing a person to 

visualize what the interior will look like. The “cubby hole” wall that the new bleachers will fold into has 

been studded. The windows & shutters in the gym have been lovingly removed; the overhead garage door is 

gone and the east wall has been “busted out”.  



Isaiah Adams - 1 

Sue McDonald - 1 

Heidi Bashford - 2 

Jim Krueger - 2 

Brad Putnam - 2 

Tobey Rigsby - 3 

Franklin/Norma Fosdick  

11/4/56 (60 yrs) 

Chris Klus - 5 

Sharon McGuire - 5 

Steve Rieger - 5 

Sue Slagel - 6 

Mark Strike - 6 

Ken/Gail Kafer    

11/6/65 (51 yrs) 

Bob Retter - 7 

Betty J Lawrence - 8 

Dede Traub - 9 

Megan Slagel - 10 

Sherrylee Bray - 11 

Carolyn Howland - 11 

Phyllis Huling - 13 

Brad Brucker - 15 

Jenn Steidinger - 15 

Harry/Courtney Johnson 

11/15/13 (3 yrs) 

Doug/Cindy Stephens 

11/15/80 (36 yrs) 

Kevin Cooley - 16 

Jessica Mason - 16 

Juanita Smith - 16 

Dorothy Beal - 17 

Brylee Brucker - 17 

Johnny Moore - 17 

Karmyn Steidinger - 17 

Wyatt Alfonso-Jackson - 18 

Ean Bachtold - 19 

Alia Young - 19 

Johnny/Brenda Moore  

11/19/72 (44 yrs) 

Alyza Steidinger - 20 

Kristin Traub - 20 

Rob/Suzanne Folk  

11/20/81 (35 yrs) 

Doris Kaisner - 21 

Dustin Strike - 21 

Dana Kafer - 22 

Suanne Medina - 22 

Randy/Jill McCulloh  

11/23/84 (32 yrs) 

Karlee Davis - 23 

Nikki Folk - 23 

Clinton Denham - 24 

Dayton Kilgus - 24 

Payton Dunahee - 25 

Abby Schweizer - 25 

Jazmin Medina - 26 

Delmar Platz - 30 

 

Daylight Saving Time Ends at 2 am on Sunday, November 6 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks BACK 1 HOUR before you 

go to bed on Saturday, November 5 

BUT..  if you do forget —Sunday School starts at 8:45                   

and there is a class for every age level, so come on in  ! ! 



Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

November:  Dave Buchanan, Matt Davis, Joe Delaney, Memo Gomez, Mark Haab,  

           Curtis Meiss, Johnny Moore, Emily Rios      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

Nov 6 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel, Malachi Bradley 

 Worship Only:  Mark Strike 

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

Nov 13 SS Only:  Joy Mason Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathie Huddleson 

 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter 

 (Sub:  George Gero) 

Nov 20 SS Only:  Connie Haas Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles   

 SS & Worship:  Betty J Lawrence, Linda Hoffman 

 (Sub:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber) 

Nov 27 SS Only:  Rita Meiss Worship Only:  George Gero 

 SS & Worship:  Sue Gero, Terry Zimmerman 

 (Sub:  Linda Hoffman) 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

Nov 6    Deanna Evans/Sue Slagel   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

Nov 13   Sharee Lemerand    Rachael Strike 

Nov 20   Dayton & Joni Kilgus   Tiffany Cooley 

Nov 27   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Rachel Bachtold    Nov 6   Lassiter Family 

Kendra Broquard    Nov 13  Amy Bachtold 

Tanya Rothert    Nov 20  Derek & Brynn Stephens 

Brenda Mueller    Nov 27  Courtney Johnson/Kylie Miller 

     


