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Cubs Win! Cubs Win! 

Today’s title words are what we have heard Pat Hughes shout many times this baseball season 
of 2016! It’s one of the sweetest sounds to a Cub’s fan---along with the sound of the crack-of-the
-bat on a ball that you just know is “going to make it”! In fact, we’ve heard Pat say that phrase a 
lot lately also, “This ball’s got a chaaaaance . . .!” Pat Hughes, the Chicago Cubs radio announcer 
has been at this job with Chicago’s north-siders since 1996. Though he has had lifelong experi-
ence at calling baseball games, he has only had a little experience of calling post-season games 
for the Cubs. He and all Cubs fans are definitely excited about this post-season and are cau-
tiously optimistic. 

For anyone who gets around the news of the Chicago Cubs---there are certain dates that are 
well known in the history of this “loveable team”. Though they have not yet reached the fall 
classic of the World Series---everyone knows that it has been over 70 years since they were even 
in the series. The Cubs lost the 1945 series to Detroit in 7 games.  When the talk gets around to 
having won the World Series the historians have to go back 108 years to 1908. Since the 2004 
Boston Red Sox broke their drought of a World Series championship, the Cubs are all alone in 
being known for the team with the longest absence from a league championship or a World  
Series championship! 

It’s ironic that the reality of not winning championships has taken the Cubs into the realm of 
fantasy. The make-believe world of Hollywood has used the Cubs as their vehicle to either 
make a joke or to tell a fantasy story that real people supposedly know will never happen! One 
of the buzz-points around the Cubs last year was the 1989 movie, Back to the Future II, in 
which there is a 15-second clip of the star, Michael J. Fox, watching an electronic media board 
announcing the victory of the Cubs in the 2015 World Series. That prediction did not become a 
reality last year but at least three other Hollywood productions have used this “most unlikely 
event” as money-making themes: the 1993 movie, Rookie of the Year, the 2012 MLB12: The 
Show, and a trailer for the 2012 program, “Revolution”. 

 But . . . fantasy is what seems to surround the history of the Cubs for any of their living fans 
now-a- days. Fantasy is used against this professional team in order to get a laugh or to con-
tinue the misery for its followers. Though it’s big business for the Cubs organization, it’s still a 
game for the millions of fans who dream every once-in-a-while as 
we move into October. 

Cubs Win! Cubs Win! 

Today’s title words are what we have heard Pat Hughes shout 
many times this baseball season of 2016! It’s one of the sweetest 
sounds to a Cub’s fan---along with the sound of the crack-of-the
-bat on a ball that you just know is “going to make it”! In fact, 
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Cubs Win! Cubs Win!  continued 

Peter in 2 Peter 3:4. They were making fun of the claims that  Jesus Christ would come back 
for His followers and also come back to set up a 1,000-year reign on Earth. There have al-
ways been people who have rejected the Bible and Christ---  but what about those next few 
seconds after they have taken their last breath here on Earth?! Luke 16:19 tells the story of 
such a man. Peter answered the skeptics of his day          with the truth that when the world 
was created by God as He said in Genesis 1 and 2, it was created with the appearance of “age” 
already built into everything. The Earth’s crust was        already hardened---the trees were 
already mature--- animals were already grown---and mankind was started by a pair of 
adults. Some prophecies are fulfilled soon after they were given (Gen. 2:17) and some may 
wait centuries for the “fullness of time” (Gal. 4:4). 

The abundance of fulfilled Bible prophecy has been recorded for anyone to read and learn. 
Secular history also confirms much of what the Bible has prophesied. Whether it was 
prophesying coming Kings in the Old Testament centuries before their birth (Isa. 44:28 
compared with Ezra 1:1-2) or prophesying victory in particular military battles the next day 
(1 Sam. 23:2), the Bible has proven itself without error to man. Therefore, when the Bible 
tells of the yet future return of Jesus Christ to gather His followers (1 Thes. 4:16-17) the 
reader can be sure it’s going to happen. The responsibility of the reader is to learn on which 
side of that return will he/she find themselves? While the future of the 2016 Cubs is still   
unknown, what happens to you upon your death does not have to be uncertain! It does not 
have to be the game of hope-so or maybe . . . the Lord has already given the truth that will 
one day be an actual headline! (Jn. 3:16; 1 Jn. 5:11-13). I pray that you know for certain about 
what is next for you.  God’s word is true and the hope we have in the Lord Jesus Christ is 
certain.  Make sure that you are sure today! 

Construction Update   

 

 

 

This picture was taken Wednesday, Sept 21. The concrete for the main floor has been 

poured, the steel frame is up and the outside walls are going up. This phase should be               

completed by the end of the week. The 46’ x 96’ (4416 sq ft) addition will include a new 

 

covered entry into a 

foyer area with a 

separate mechanical 

room, restrooms, a 

large classroom and 

entry/exit into the 

new bleacher area 

which will hold 

approx 175 people. 



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back… 

 During the month of September, we were blessed to have a great month of relation-

ship building and fun experiences for our students. Early on in the month we were finish-
ing our series on “How to be a Christian friend” We finished off our series by equipping 

students on how they could share God with others. On September 6th, we held a prayer and 
grieving night for the family and friends of Lynse Stokes and Jose Padilla. We offered a 

time to grieve for a group of hurting students and let them know they are not alone by 
praying and spending time with them. On the last two combined Youth group days for 

Junior and Senior High Students we held movie nights at the Church with Popcorn and 

soda. We watched both “God’s Not Dead” movies as a way to change things up on the 
final youth group’s before the junior and senior high split into two groups for the school 

year. Movie night’s tend to be really well attended night’s that are easy for students to in-
vite their friends so I think they are great for our students to be able to reach out to friends.  

Another highlight of our month was the start up nights for JV and our high school 
youth group on the 14th and 18th respectively. I was hoping to make these nights a great ex-
perience that would really make a positive impact on their view of our Church. In order to 

do that we had a Pizza night for our Junior high with a JV favorite game “Death ball”.  
(Don’t worry, it’s just a sit down version of “keep away”) For our first night at our High 

school youth group we took the teens to the camp fire and pavilion where they spent time 
talking, playing football, playing Christian music, and cooking hot dogs and s’mores over 

the fire. Both nights were a huge success where students are building closer relationships 
with Christian friends and leaders. And at both nights, I talked about why the Bible is reli-
able. I believe it’s crucial to help students establish trust in the Bible before teaching from it 

each week!  

Toward the end of September, we have been encouraging all of our teen ladies to go 

to the Extravagant Women’s night. It has been such a blessing to many of our teens in the 
past and I am sure this night will be the same. Furthermore, at the end of the month of 

September we will be starting a series on “Temptations”. We will be talking about tempta-
tions that are continuously challenging our students and how to overcome them. Our series 
will include the temptation of lying, Drugs and alcohol, and the temptation to compromise 

our purity.  

Looking Forward ... 
 

 I am excited to plan some spooky October games and lessons that will be fun and 

encouraging to our students. One Series I have planned will be entitled “Fight or Flight” 
where we learn to overcome anger and fear by faith in God. We also have some special 
events planned that you won’t want to miss… 

October 9th – Men’s and Boy’s Fish Fry (inviting all of our teen guys) 
October 9th – Teen girl’s Movie Night at the Lemerand’s (teen girls only, no youth group) 

October 12 – FCA Luncheon 
October 16th – Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch Corn Maze Trip (High school only) 



Trunk n Treat           Monday, October 31st    6-8 pm     Youth Center Gym 

  Trunk n Treat (or Booth n Gym or Table n YC or whatever it becomes known as !!) 

is a Halloween event that provides a safe family environment for trick or treaters.  

People gather in our Youth Center, set up tables and booths—decorate to their little 

hearts content and pass out candy to the hundreds of children who come to our gym 

to make one major candy haul in a single location.  

   Our event will not have an overall “theme” so the participants should pick their 

own.  Examples:  The 70’s - Throw down some shag, hang a disco ball; Be Mother 

Goose with little group settings representing different nursery rhymes; Be a Zookeeper who has lots of 

stuffed animals — The ideas are limitless !!! Luau, NASCAR, Harvest, Sports, Western, Camping, 

Movie...Just remember that the majority of the trick or treaters will be preschoolers and toddlers so 

don’t use scary items, like bats, spiders, monsters, witches or gore.   

   There will be a “Grand Prize”  (not just the traveling pumpkin!) for the best 

booth/table/display.  Please let us know if you plan to participate.   This     

totally free event is for the community to enjoy so we need to 

spread the word to our neighbors.  It is sponsored by the            

Children/Youth Discipleship Committee.  Any questions 

should be directed to Chairperson Kendra Broquard or Pastor Josh Medlin 

If you can’t do a booth but would like to support this event -                                                                   

Bags of individually wrapped candy are needed.  Please bring these to the church.  

Thanks 

Special Business Meeting            

Sunday, October 9    After Worship 

Purpose of Meeting is to vote on Senior Pastor Position 

The Pastoral Search Committee has reached a decision and are recommending 

Pastor Daryl Evans to fill the position of  Senior Pastor at                                                 

First Baptist Church of  Fairbury.  

There will be a Special Meeting for the purpose of  First Baptist’s members to vote 

whether to accept or reject the committee’s recommendation. 

This meeting will be held October 9, 2016 directly after Sunday Worship Service. 



 Sunday, Nov 6 - All Town Food Collection for Fairbury  Food Pantry  

 Sunday, Nov 20 - All Church Thanksgiving Meal 

 Sunday, Nov 27 - First Sunday of Advent 

 Sunday, Dec 18 - Children’s Christmas Program during the                                

Sunday School hour 

   Come on out to the country on Saturday, Oct 15 at 4 pm to  

 Chris & Rita Meiss’ home and enjoy the Fall season with a hayrack ride, camp-

fire (with smores) and plenty of fun. Hotdogs/Buns and drinks will be provided. Please 

bring a side dish and/or dessert to share.  Contact Pastor Daryl or Chris or Rita if you 

need directions.  

October   Is 

Month 

Pastor Daryl & Deanna Evans (Ryan) 

910 N Jackson - Fairbury       darylevans33@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Josh & Nicole Medlin 

504 N. Stanley Drive - Fairbury     joshmm223@gmail.com 

Saturday, Oct 15   4 pm 

Men & Boys of the Church Fish Fry 

Sunday, October 9 

6 pm 

 

In place of the October Men’s Breakfast ALL MEN & BOYS of the 

church are invited to a night of Fish, Fellowship and a Guest Speaker.  



 Community Meal October 10 & 24 Community Meal Workers are needed. 

Would you or your small group be willing to cook, serve & clean up at 

our Community Meal? We need your help one time each month in order 

to keep this ministry going. Contact Pastor Daryl or write it on the Com-

munication Card on Sunday. 

 Monday, October 10 at 7 pm is the regular Business Meeting. Forty (40) 

members are needed for a quorum in order to conduct any business. The 

Nominating Committee will present their recommendations for new com-

mittee members for a vote at this meeting.  

 Sunday morning Door Greeters are needed…. This front line ministry is 

the first impression a visitor gets of our church. Can you smile and say 

“Good morning. Welcome to First Baptist”? If you thought to yourself,   

“I can do that” then this is the ministry for you. There are no committee 

meetings (added bonus) - You just show up and “Greet”. Contact Sue 

Gero or write it on the Communication Card on Sunday. 

 October 26 is Parent Night at AWANA. Plan to attend with your child to 

find out what it’s all about.   6:30-8 pm 

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers.                                                                                       

I can’t begin to list all the prayers, support & love everyone showed us the past few 

weeks. We are blessed to have such an amazing church family.                                                              

The family of Kenneth Bazzell 

Thank you for the lovely flowers sent to honor mom. 

Thank you also for your kind care, comfort and support 

to her and Lewis over the years. You were a big part of 

her life for a long time. Thank You                           

The family of Edna Walters 

I want to say Thank You for all the 

cards, gifts and well wishes for my 90th 

birthday. Thank you also to those who 

came to the open house to celebrate 

with me.                Evelyn Yoder 



This year, International Ministries is highlighting the amazing work that First Baptist in Fairbury is sup-
porting in the Caribbean & Latin America, including news from Mylinda Baits and from David & Joyce 

Reed!  
 

A great and surprising spiritual awakening is happening in Baptist churches in Cuba right now! 

Since 1990, the number of churches in Cuba has grown by 450%. The number of baptisms has risen by 

over 500%. And the number of prayer groups and total church memberships have climbed in equally 
high numbers. After decades of harsh restrictions, “the church of God has risen from the ashes,” says a 

retired Cuban church leader who witnessed the remarkable change firsthand. “In God’s time, the hearts 
of so many people have been opened up to the goodness of the gospel.”  
 

The good news is that our church’s support of the World Mission Offering (WMO) is helping to fuel the 

growth of the Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention through financial and global worker support and 

through International Ministries (IM)-sponsored pastor conferences.  
 

The better news is that there is a lot that we can learn from Cuba’s spiritual revival. For example:  

Youth ministry is thriving through camping and sports ministries, concerts and youth rallies in 

the streets of Cuba’s cities and towns.  

Spirit-filled outreach is yielding abundant fruit through evangelistic campaigns, undergirded 

with fervent prayer and fasting.  

Discipleship is spreading through numerous house churches and cell groups of prayer.  

A new generation of leaders is growing through faithful teaching at seminaries and lay training 

centers.  

And perhaps the best news of all is that Cuba’s spiritual awakening is but one of many thriving 

ministries run by IM partners and more than 1,800 long- and short-term global workers in more 

than 70 countries around the world.  
 

IM’s vision is “on earth as in heaven,” which reminds us of God’s invitation to participate in his work in 

the world.  

And that’s just what IM is doing—through your support of the WMO—by praying, equipping, serving, 
proclaiming, teaching, inviting, healing and encouraging in the name of Jesus.  
 

Your gifts to the WMO help to raise up, place and send new global servants and volunteers to reach 

and touch lives for Jesus around the world. They also help to fill gaps for those workers who haven’t yet 

reached their support goals, enabling crucial ministries to continue.  
 

Your gifts help support IM’s more than 240 global partners who are actively sharing God’s message of 

hope, love and healing with a lost and hurting world.  
 

Your gifts help recruit and train new global workers, open up new global mission fields, respond to 

global disasters with relief and development funds through One Great Hour of Sharing and much more.  
 

Together, we help people everywhere come to Christ, grow in their relationships with God and change 

their worlds through the power of the Holy Spirit. 



1 - Steve Crews 

2 - Brenda Horine 

2 - Gail Kafer 

3 - Anna Klus 

3 - Brynn Stephens 

Nate & Kiley Addis          

Oct 4, 2003 (13 yrs) 

5 - Dorothy Denham 

5 - Josh Kafer 

7 - Darren Bray 

7 - Tyler Rafferty 

Tim & Jill Riggs                 

Oct 7, 2010 (6 yrs) 

9 - Paulette Bazzell                    

 101 Years Old 

9 - Jessica Cooley 

9 - Emily Rios 

Ed & Sue Goad                 

Oct 9, 1982 (34 yrs) 

10 - Lauren Broquard  

10 - Deb Henson 

11 - Emily Wilson 

12 - Reece Buchanan 

12 - Sandra Rieger 

13 - Lisa Schmid 

Dave & Marsha Taylor       

Oct 13, 1979 (37 yrs) 

15 - Dave Buchanan 

15 - John C Traub 

16 - Matt Meiss 

16 - Kylie Miller 

16 - Sue Popejoy 

18 - Stephanie Schellenberger 

18 - Zach Steffen 

20 - Sam Stephens 

20 - Brian Travis 

21 - Griffin Campbell 

21 - Carol Stover 

Matt & Emily Davis      

Oct 21, 2006 (10 yrs) 

Brad & Paula Putnam   

Oct 22, 1988 (28 yrs) 

David & Tanya Rothert 

Oct 23, 1999 (17 yrs) 

24 - Paula Putnam 

25 - Patsy Stephens 

Jarrod & Kendra Broquard 

Oct 26, 2002 (14 yrs) 

27 - Angie Hammond 

Mark & JaNae Steidinger 

Oct 27, 2001 (15 yrs) 

29 - Luke Broquard 

29 - Amy Kafer 

31 - Jacob Mills 

31 - Hallie Stephens 

Thank you for all the thoughts & 

prayers sent our way. Thank you for 

the floral arrangement in memory 

of Juanita’s dad Leonard Skodak Sr. 

We are grateful for friends like you 

at this time of sorrow. 

Duane & Juanita Smith and Family 

Thank You to everyone who helped make the 

Fall Clothing Exchange ministry possible.   

218 people registered representing 550 people. 

90 boxes, 33 Dress for Success items & 5 

Men’s suits were delivered to Peoria Friend-

ship House. 

I can’t possibly name everyone who gave time 

but I praise God for everyone of you. 

Thank You Again    Sharon Cooper 



October Schedules 

Ushers:  Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

 Nate Addis, Josh Bray, Rob Folk, Paul Mason, Delmar Platz,    

 Kevin Ricketts, Daryl Stiles, Mark Strike    
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

Oct 2 SS & Worship:  Arnold & Nancy Ifft, Connie Haas, Linda Hoffman 

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

Oct 9   SS Only:  Joy Mason Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathi Huddleston   

 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter             (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

Oct 16  SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel, Betty J Lawrence   

  Worship Only:  Daryl & Peg Stiles   (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

Oct 23  SS Only:  Sue Gero   Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber  

  SS & Worship:  Terry Zimmerman, Linda Hoffman (Sub:  George Gero) 

Oct 30  SS Only:  Rita Meiss Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero 

   SS & Worship:  Betty J Lawrence  (Sub: Mark Strike) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to                                 

   Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

  Pre-K/Kdg     Elementary 

Oct 2   Dede Traub     Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

Oct 9   Brad & Jenna Brucker   Rachael Strike 

Oct 16  Dayton & Joni Kilgus   Tiffany Cooley 

Oct 23  Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 

Oct 30  Kim Haab     Dana Kafer 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Kendra Broquard    Oct 2   Lassiter Family 

Tanya Rothert    Oct 9   Ashley Haab 

Brenda Mueller    Oct 16   George & Shawn Campbell 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Johnson  Oct 23   Dana Kafer 

Arla Wheeler     Oct 30   Tammy Hoffman 

                                                                                            


