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Going Home 
 Summertime will often include family vacations and often some travel across parts of this 
great land of ours! Last week I had the joy of traveling back to my hometown and visiting family 

and friends that we don’t often get to see.  I am by nature a homebody. I don’t typically like to 
travel too much but I always find much joy in seeing my family and traveling back to Pennsyl-

vania and New Jersey. Many people enjoy traveling abroad but I enjoy staying right here in the 
United States. God has blessed this nation with the rich lands of the Midwest, beautiful mountain 
ranges on each side of the continent, the oil producing plains, and the beautiful coastlines of the 

east, south, and west. Most of us will call some spot in this land as “home”. It might be across 
town from where you live now or it might be across several states. For some of us, home has been 

wherever we once had a mailing address; therefore, several places may be homes from our past.  
Going back home sparks a variety of emotions. The most common emotion would be that of an-

ticipation. An anticipation of seeing some loved ones of our families from which time and dis-
tance has separated us builds as we get closer to our destinations. The more familiar sights and the 
places that hold personal experiences release a flood of memories that make our children yawn 

and give us a blank look as we babble about things of the past of which they have no understand-
ing. Unfortunately, sometimes going back home brings up all the wrong kind of emotions. Hurts 

are remembered. Abuses bring a shudder. Wrongs bring a fear.  
 When the Old Testament character Jacob was returning home in Genesis 32, he experi-

enced a wide range of emotions. It was with relief and positive anticipation that he started out on 
the trip back home. He looked forward to the sights and memories of his past. As he got closer to 
his destination, Jacob received word that his brother, Esau, was coming to meet him. This 

brought back memories that caused fear in his heart. He remembered how he had manipulated his 
brother into giving him the elder brother’s birthright. Now, going home was something he wanted 

to avoid. Jacob prayed like he had never prayed before! Finally, his own heart was surrendered 
unto God’s will. As he put himself at the mercy of God, and his brother, he discovered that the 

meeting back home turned into one of brotherly love and acceptance!  
 Perhaps you need to take a trip back home. Not to some physical place on a map, but 

home to a beginning relationship with Jesus Christ or a renewed closeness to the Lord that had 

once been so prominent earlier in your life. I invite you to find a home among people just like 
you. People who have needs and faults like everyone else, but who have learned to submit their 

lives to the truths of God’s Word and the molding work of the Holy Spirit.  
 First Baptist Church strives to be a place like that. A place where you can feel at home as 

you come alongside of other brothers and sisters in Christ that are a lot like you. We want to be a 
haven for the hurting. We want to be a shelter for those who need protection. We want to be a 
place where you can be warm and fed (spiritually and physically at times) as we hear and study 

God’s word and seek to obey what it says. Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 
the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  (Mark 2: 13-17) 

 My prayer today is that in First Baptist Church you find what I have found… a home. A 
place where imperfect people worship a perfect and caring Savior.  

                                                                                                               Praise be to God! 
                                                                                                                  Pastor Daryl    



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back 

During the month of August in Student Ministries we have been having a blast and we 

were constantly challenging growth in our students.  One of the ways we have done that this 
month is by doing small group studies. I have been specifically searching through the epistles to 

find areas of God’s Word that are focused on Christian living and what that looks like. Our stu-
dents have been forming small groups and learning to read the Bible together using our SOAP 

method. (Summarize, Observe, Apply, and Pray the text) During these small group times we have 
adult leaders that offer assistance when necessary to groups of students, however we have been 
encouraging our older students to practice leading these small group Bible studies to help their 

peers learn. My goals in this are three-fold.  

I hope to help our students who are close to graduating learn to lead small group bible 

studies. I believe it is essential for our students who are heading off to college to be able to gather 
with other Christians and study the Bible with them wherever they go. Also I hope that our stu-

dents will focus on the scriptures pertaining to their Christian life and learn together how they can 
follow God.  And finally I want our students to learn to be comfortable with reading the Bible, 
talking about their faith, and praying together.  So this month we have done several small group 

studies over Galatians 5, Ephesians 6, and other scriptures.  

During one of our Small group studies this last month I witnessed one of the students in 

our youth group being taught to pray for the very first time by other students in the group. That 
same night I received a request to talk about how to pray and what to talk about with God. So, in 

the following week I spoke on the Lord’s prayer and how there are several different categories of 
prayer within Jesus’s prayer. We talked about the prayer of praise and thanksgiving, the prayer of 
surrender to God, the prayer of dependence on God, the prayer of confession, and the prayer of 

spiritual protection and victory. Toward the end of the month of August we started a series on 
“How to be a Christian friend”.  

As our students are getting back into Prairie Central and becoming surrounded by other 
people, it is a great time for our students to learn how to love our friends as God would want us 

to. Our first lesson of this series was on popularity versus humility. We discussed how our desire 
to be popular can often hurt our friends as we are more focused on glorifying ourselves rather than 
glorifying God.  

 Looking Forward 

I am very excited for the month of September as we will be again splitting up our Junior and Sen-

ior High students on the 14th when JV and AWANA start back up. I think many of our students 
have loved getting to know the younger and older students but I think we are all ready to have our 

Junior High students and High School students back to their own nights.  For those who are new, 
junior high students meet at 6:30 PM on Wednesday nights and Senior high meet on Sunday 
nights at 6 PM.   

Some important dates our students can look forward to are: 

September 9th High school Paintball night 

September 11th Senior High Only Youth Group begins. 

September 14th AWANA +JV begins 

TBA    FCA Luncheon 

TBA    Junior and Senior High Frisbee Golf Night  



Based on 2 Timothy 2:15 

“Do the best you can to be the kind of person that God 

will accept, and give yourself to him. Be a worker who 

is not ashamed of his work – a worker who uses the 

true teaching in the right way.” 

Begins  
Sept 14

th
     

 6:30-8 pm 

Approved   Workman   Are   Not   Ashamed 

     AWANA is a program for 3 year olds - 6th grade in three different groups: Cubbies (3-5 years); 

Sparkies (1st-2nd grade) and T 'n T (Truth and Training / Grades 3-6). Each group participates in 

its own age appropriate activities: Council Time (a time of worship consisting of praying for their 

requests), Songs, and a Bible lesson, Games around the AWANA circle and, Handbook Time in 

which they learn Bible verses and facts towards earning awards.  

     AWANA helps churches and parents work together to develop spiritually strong children and 

youth who faithfully follow Jesus Christ. Our program offers a proven approach for evangelizing 

and discipling kids in the church and community. 

Extravagant Women’s Ministry                                    
EW is planning another night of laughter, worship, inspired teaching              

and a fun after party on Friday, September 23 at 7 pm.                                  
Bring your mothers, daughters, sisters, friends and neighbors!!!! 

Free Admission - Childcare Provided. 

For more information please contact an EW Team Leader:                             

Sarah Brummitt, LoriLee Dunahee, Connie Haas, Jill McCulloh                                  
or contact the church office 

 Community Meal is September 12 and September 26 

 Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Sunday will be Sept 18. 

Home Makeover Project Starts Friday, September 9                                                             

This year’s project is tearing off and replacing a roof on a home in Chatsworth. Work will be done all 

day Fri (9th) and Sat (10) and then finishing up during the evening of the following week (12-16).   

For more details on the location and how you can help contact                                                                          

Josh Kafer (815-671-5976) or Evan Bachtold (423-599-9848). 



Christian Camp Out 

McGuire’s Woods 

Friday / Saturday  Sept 16-17 

Food - Song - Fellowship 

Come after noon on Friday to set up your campsite.                                                                        

Sign up on the entry so they know how many “campers” to expect.                                                                                                     

Sign up to bring something to share for supper. There is a list of items needed on the table. 

Eat chowder / hot dogs at 7 pm.           Campfire / Songs / Devotions / S’mores to follow.                                                   

Breakfast will be at 7 am on Saturday. Eggs / Bacon / Pancakes 

Everyone is welcome to camp or just come out for the evening.                                                       

Contact Cindy Buchanan or Tim/Sharon McGuire for questions.  

Mark Your October Calendar                                                                                  

Sunday, October 9          Men’s Fish Fry          6 pm   

In place of October’s Men’s Breakfast ALL men & boys of the church (as well as the 

community) are invited to a night of fish, fellowship and a special guest speaker. 

There is a sign up sheet in the entry to ensure they don’t run out of fish    

     This picture was taken Wed Aug 24. 

The orange is the heated floor coils. 

The next step is pouring concrete for 

the main floor. (Rain Rain Go Away) 

     The 46’ x 96’ (4416 sq ft) addition 

includes a new covered entry into a 

foyer area with a separate mechanical 

room, restrooms, a large classroom and 

entry/exit into the new bleacher area 

which will hold approx 175 people. 

Construction Update   

 

We Have A New Website      and      A New Email Address  

The church now has a modern, up to date website that has lots of info pertaining to 

our church. Please check it out…..    fbcfairbury.com    The newsletter, sermons & 

ministry options are just a few examples of things you will find. If you would like to 

see something that’s not there or if you spot a mistake please let the office know. 

And the church, as well as Patsy have new emails    fbcfairbury@gmail.com        

patsystephens5775@gmail.com    Please use these addresses going forward. 



Karson Kafer - 1 

Jaime Medina - 1 

Brenda Moore - 1 

Peggy Stiles - 1 

Marcus Maier - 2 

Nate Addis - 3 

Mary Lou Culkin - 3 

Nancy Ifft - 4 

Patty Maier - 4 

Molly Mellott - 4 

Brad/Jenna Brucker 

9/4/2010 (6 yrs) 

Jason/Chris Klus  

9/4/2004 (12 yrs) 

Terry Bachtold - 5 

John Dustin Traub - 5 

John Ward - 5 

George/Sue Gero    

9/5/1981 (35 yrs) 

Summer McWhorter - 6 

Micaela Fosdick - 7 

Terry Zimmerman - 7 

Tim Evans - 8 

Deb Layne - 8 

Jill Riggs - 9 

Lakin Bahtold - 11 

Diane Krueger - 11 

Bob Hammer - 12 

Brenda Underwood - 12 

Evan/Rachel Bachtold  

9/13/2008 (8yrs) 

Steve/Wendy Hall     

9/13/2006 (10 yrs) 

Randy Jackson - 15 

Carolyn Dunn - 16 

Lisa Kessinger - 17 

Darryl/Peggy Stiles   

9/17/2005 (11 yrs) 

Carter Evans - 18 

Evan Slagel - 18 

Owen Rafferty - 19 

Kyle/Amanda Parrish  

9/19/2009 (7 yrs) 

Tanya Rothert - 20 

Martin Travis - 20 

Mike/Molly Mellott   

9/20/2014 (2 yrs) 

Brad Steidinger - 21 

Kris Bachtold - 23 

Pastor Josh - 24 

Janice Meiss - 24 

Ben Nelson - 24 

Rita Clark - 25 

Sue Gero - 25 

Phyllis Hammer - 25 

Trudy Fagot - 26 

Kyle/Alison Kaskavage  

9/26/2015 (1 yr) 

Trey Bazzell - 27 

Suzanne Folk - 27 

Brailynn Smith - 27 

Abbey Wilson - 28 

Kiel Huling - 29 

Dylan Bazzell - 30 

Thank you so much for the prayers, 

cards and visits during my rehab stay 

with my broken leg. I appreciated them 

so much. I am now at home—

housebound, but improving.                   

Thank you again so much                

   Louise Rhoades 

 

Thank you for your prayers during my 

hospitalization. I appreciate your en-

couraging words sent through cards and 

shared during visits (Dave Taylor). 

“Trust me in your times of trouble, and I 

will rescue you, and you will give me 

glory.” (Ps. 150:15) 

Thank You         Bea Masuda 

 

                                                        

Thanks to all for your prayers, cards and 

kindness shared at the time of my grand-

daughter Angela Steidinger’s passing.  

And thank you for the prayers and cards 

I received after my surgery and during 

my recovery period. All of your acts,   

great or small where appreciated.                            

                 Alice Steidinger 



Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

September:  Tina Cooley, Mark Davis, Matt Davis, Joe Delaney,                     

           Jim Folwell, Memo Gomez, Emily Rios, Johnny Moore     
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

September 4 SS Only:  Linda Hoffman 

 SS & Worship:  Betty J Lawrence, Connie Haas   

 Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathie Huddleston   

 (Sub:  George Gero) 

September 11 SS Only:  Joy Mason 

 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter   

 Worship Only: Aaron & Jeni Gerber   

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

September 18 SS & Worship:  Linda Hoffman, Al & Mary Beth Slagel   

 Worship Only:  Darryl & Peggy Stiles   

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

September 25 SS Only: Rita Meiss, Betty J Lawrence   

 SS & Worship:  Terry Zimmerman 

 Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

September 4   Deanna Evans / Sue Slagel   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

September 11  Sharee Lemerand    Rachael Strike 

September 18  Brenda Underwood/Chris Klus  Tiffany Cooley 

September 25  Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Brenda Mueller    Sept 4   Lassiter Family 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Johnson  Sept 11  Barb Taylor 

Arla Wheeler     Sept 18  Amy Kafer 

Evan & Rachel Bachtold   Sept 25  Rachael Strike 

 


