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And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b) 

“I am going to send you what my Father has promised, but stay in the city until you have been clothed                                

with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). 

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you…On that day you will realize that I am in my Father,                   

and you are in me, and I am in you” (John 14:18,20). 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem…           

and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

 In the time leading up to Good Friday and Easter we have emphasized what Jesus has done for us 
in His death, burial and resurrection.  During the month of April I am going to be emphasizing what Jesus 
most wants us to do for Him: evangelism.   Evangelism means to share the Good News.  It is what Jesus 
wants of us more than anything else. 

 Now before you start making plans to be away on Sundays in April, as somebody said, “There is 
one thing Christians and non-Christians agree on it is that they both hate evangelism.”  I would like to 
share with you some good news about sharing the good news: as Jesus taught repeatedly, we are not alone 

in this.  Jesus is with us before, during and after our attempts at evangelism.  Did you get His promises in 
the verses above?  “I will be with you” follows his command to go and make disciples; “clothed with 
power from on high” follows his job description for them to preach in his name wherever they go; “I will 
not leave you as orphans” comes with His talk of handing the baton of God’s mission of salvation off to 
them; “But you will receive power” comes with His command for them to be His witnesses. 

 Much of our fear of evangelism is the assumption that it is all about us and our skills and our 
knowledge.  We think we need to suck up the courage and hope God will back us up…or the person won’t 
be home. 

 We have it backwards.  We follow Christ into the world.  The Holy Spirit is already there and goes 
before, with and after us.  Evangelism is cooperating with what God is already doing!  Evangelism means 
practicing God’s presence as we engage in compassionate, authentic relationships with those around us. 

 What we will be seeing is that evangelism is not a high and dry obligation we should try to avoid at 
all costs, and is instead a vital experience of God in and through us.  We will consider key ingredients and 
biblical principles that are tried and true.  My prayer is that it will increase our confidence in and desire for 
being Spirit-led, filled and fruitful witnesses for Jesus. 

 I feel very led to do this for my own growth in this area and for our church family.  This is a weak 
area of our church and I sense God calling us to grow here.  I am     
excited about this series and hope you will become so too.  Please pray. 
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3     Getting Started (John 21:11, Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:14) 

10    Incarnating the Gospel (1 John 4:17) 

17    Connecting by Our Longings (John 4) 

24   Communication (1 Timothy 1:15-16) 

Sermon Series 



From the office of: Associate Pastor Daryl Evans 

Easter is coming  
 

We tell ourselves this on days when morning breaks with news of another massacre. We remind 
ourselves of this when the darkness is heavy and fear grips us by the throat. 
 
Easter is coming. We feel the ache in our bones, the yearning for resurrection, for the world to be 
renewed, and for all to be set right.  
 
Yet it is tempting to rush ahead to resurrection. We all enjoy the celebration of Easter morning. 
But remembering Good Friday is so important. You cannot fully grasp the celebration of Easter 
morning without also reflecting on the horror that 
happened to our Savior on that day. 
 
We have to ‘go through the cross’. 
 
This is why Holy Week matters. Holy Week is a chance 
for us to enter the Jesus Story in all its fullness.  
One way to enter the story is to find ourselves in the 
characters of the story around the cross.  
 
Perhaps the most powerful way to enter the story is to find our life caught up in Jesus. In remem-
bering His agony and grief, we are able to give voice to our pain, knowing that Christ weeps with 
us. His cries on the cross become our cries. We are no longer alone in our suffering. This world, 
aching with grief, trembling with fear, can find a deep solace in the crucified God– the God who 
entered into our pain and shared our suffering. 
 
When we locate our suffering in Christ’s suffering, we do not merely give voice to our grief; we 
also discover our hope: suffering will not be the end. I encourage you to read and reflect person-
ally on one of the gospel accounts (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John) of the arrest, trial, flogging, 
crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
The Story of the World does not end on Good Friday. For all who are in Christ, and for the cosmos 
itself, there will be resurrection. 
 
At our Good Friday service at First Baptist Church, we will offer brief reflections on Mary and     
Peter in the story. We will take time to recognize ourselves in them. But above all, we will find   
ourselves in Christ and give thanks for His sacrifice. We will glory in the cross.  
 
Join us as we journey with Jesus to the cross…and on to the empty tomb. 
Easter is coming. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Daryl  



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

We have had an awesome month of ministry during March 2016. We experienced great   
worship, we saw students serving in various ways, and we learned a whole lot about Jesus and how 
to live the kind of lives that are honoring to Him. As the month started, we finished off our series on 
love and dating where students were able to learn God’s hopes for them honor Him with their    
bodies.  After that series was completed early in the month, Junior and Senior High school students 
started a new series on the death and resurrection of Jesus. We are currently 2 weeks in and during 
the first week we looked at Jesus’ crucifixion from the book of John and examined some of the tiny 
details that the author includes to show just how amazing Jesus’ death really was. During our next 
week we learned why Jesus had to die on the cross. What was the purpose that Jesus had to      
endure such a painful death? We discussed how Jesus came to save us from our sinful life and    
replace it with a life of hope, holiness, and love.  

 During Sunday School for the High school students, we have been reading through various 
parts of the Sermon on the Mount and learning how Jesus calls his people to live. Throughout these 
lessons we learned how Jesus has called his followers to store up treasures in Heaven, become  
people of strong honesty and integrity, and how God feels about judging others and dealing with 
judgmental people. During each lesson students were challenged to exceed the righteousness of the 
Pharisees by seeking to go the extra mile for God.  

We also had some great opportunities to worship God this month. Our youth praise band was 
able to show the Church how hard they had been working to become a band that can glorify God 
with their music. During our worship service on the 13th, students and adults gathered together  
during our Sunday morning service and glorified God as we sang “Oh Happy Day”, “Days of Elijah” 
and “Oceans”. Another worship experience that blessed the youth this month was our trip to Winter 
Jam. We got the opportunity to be lead in some spectacular worship by Christian artists such as 
“Sidewalk Prophets”, “David Crowder”, and “For King and Country”. I personally was really blessed 
by the opportunity to hear such passion for Jesus sung by thousands of people hoping to bring glory 
to God! And we had a great trip to Peoria as well and had a blast spending time together as a 
group. 

 

Also on the 13th after our youth lead worship, we had the Youth Group Pancake and Sausage 
Luncheon. I would love to thank you all for your generosity during that luncheon. So many of our 
students have said that Lift Camp was the best week of their lives and you are going to make that 
week of growing closer to Jesus possible. Thank you for blessing our students through your support! 



WHAT IS SECRET CHURCH? 
 

        Secret Church is our version of "house     
    church" where we meet periodically for an   
    intense time of Bible study—lasting 6+  
    hours—including a time of prayer for our  
    brothers and sisters across the globe who  
    are facing persecution and for those who  
    still have not heard the gospel. 
 

FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2016 
5:30PM-11:30PM at First Baptist Church 

The next Secret Church gathering will be simulcast on Friday, April 29, 2016, from 5:30 pm until 
11:30 pm. The live gathering will take place at Hickory Grove Baptist Church in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. We will be showing this live simulcast right here at First Baptist Church. 

THIS YEAR'S TOPIC: A GLOBAL GOSPEL IN A WORLD OF RELIGIONS 
 
A multiplicity of religions exists in the world, all claiming to hold the truth (or at least some truth) 
about who we are, how we got here, what we’re doing, and where we’re going. Billions of peo-
ple believe in Christianity, while others embrace Islam. Some are Hindu and others are Buddhist. 
Amidst it all, many are atheist, or at the very least agnostic. 
 

So how are we to think and what are we to do in this massive marketplace of religious ideas? 
Is there one right way to believe or are there many right ways to believe? 
Is there one right way to live or are there many right ways to live? 
Specifically, how does the gospel of Christ compare and contrast with other world religions? 
And if we believe this gospel, how should we share it specifically with people of other faiths? 
For that matter, why would we share it specifically with people of other faiths? 

 

During this Secret Church, pastor and author David Platt will explore the claims of Christ in the 
gospel and consider how these claims inform the way we understand religions in the world and 
impact the way we live when surrounded by varied believers with diverse belief systems. 

 

Cost is $10 (this covers the book used for this event) and includes pizza & snacks during breaks. 

 

Sign up now!!!   

There is a sheet on the entry table.  

Check payable to FBC and given to Pastor Daryl.  

5  



 There will be a meeting on future trips to Nicaragua on Sunday April 17th. 
 In August we will have opportunities for Poultry Management, Small Group Sewing     
Improvement classes, and Pump Assessment at 50 sites at Las Parcelas, Relationship Building 
and Pastoral Leadership Training. You will also see all of our project sites and communities. 
 In late November or early December there will be opportunities for Agricultural Expan-
sion, Poultry Management, Small group Sewing classes, Relationship Building, and Leadership 
Training. You will also be able to see all of our project sites and communities. 
 In January we will take a team down for Medical Ministry led by Dr. Heather. We also 
will be having an opportunity for Home Construction in Las Parcelas. There are homes there 
that look like some of the homes at Tomas Borges 3 years ago. Other opportunities include 
Gardens, Poultry, Sewing, Feeding & Clothing the Homeless, working in Child Feeding Centers 
and Leadership Education. We are hoping for a team of 15 to 30. 
 All trips will be with Shining the Light and stay in downtown Leon. There will be oppor-
tunities to stay for 1 or 2 nights in one of our communities 
 Costs for these trips will be between $1,200 and $1,300 USD. Cost greatly depends on 
air fare.  Air fare for the January trip will be “reserved” in late April. This just means that a  
general number of seriously interested people will be needed by this time. Tickets are reserved 
so they will be available at the time of the trip, cost will be established much closer to date. 
 If you can’t make the meeting and are interested in going or just want more information 
before you make a decision please call Jeff at 815-692-4399 or 815-848-6162. 
 

We hope to see you there! 
Jeff Schweizer, Dr. Heather Schweizer, Steve Rieger, Jackie Dever, Aaron Steffen 

Shining Light Ministries        Upcoming Nicaragua Trip Information 

Trip to Serve/Minister at Pacific Garden Mission        Chicago         June 4 
 

Adult Discipleship has planned a trip to Chicago June 4 to serve at the Pacific Garden  Mission.    

This is a homeless shelter in the South Loop section founded in 1877 by Colonel George Clarke and 

his wife Sarah. It is nicknamed “The Old Lighthouse”. It is the oldest such shelter in Chicago.  

We will serve a meal and minister to the homeless there.                                                                                    

The Christian radio show “Unshackled” will be taped there in the afternoon which we will stay for.  

A sign up sheet will be in the entry soon for those interested in going.                                                                   

Contact Pastor Daryl or Cindy Buchanan with questions. 



 Community Meal      April 11     April 25 

 If you are interested in a garden plot in the church garden contact    

Arnold/Nancy Ifft.         815-692-2708        nancyifft@yahoo.com 

 Church Business Meeting will be held on Monday, April 11 at 7 pm. Members are 

encouraged to be a part of the financial workings of the church.  

 Mark your Calendars:                                                                                        

Spring Clothing Exchange     Wed-Fri, May 11-13    Open 9am - 5 pm                 

Volunteers will be needed so watch for more info & sign up sheet.                                        

Vacation Bible School  “Cave Exploration”   June 27-July 1    9-11:15 am                  

Pastor Daryl & Amy Bachtold are heading it up this year and will need Tons of       

volunteers to make this community outreach a success. 

 Interested in Baptism and/or Membership?  Pastor Daryl will be teaching                 

Christianity 101 beginning after worship on Sunday, April 10. There is no obliga-

tion to be baptized or join if you attend, but the class will give you a better              

understanding in order to make that decision. Contact the church office, Pastor Daryl 

or use the yellow card.  

 SpreadTruth Ministries New York City Mission Trip final day to sign up is April 

5. Trip is July 17-20. See Pastor Daryl for details. 

 Christian Day at Busch Stadium in St. Louis is Sunday, August 7 Feature post-

game speaker is David Eckstein, former Cardinals shortstop, 2 time All Star, 2006 

World Series Champion & World Series MVP. Current Cardinals players & Manager 

Mike Matheny will also participate. Marcus Maier will head up this trip. Mark your  

calendars and look for more details on times and prices in the upcoming months. 

It’s Almost Church Camp Time at Lake Springfield Baptist Camp………..    

Within a few weeks there will be packets on the entry table for registration and general information.                                               
But here are the camp dates so you can look at your calendars now: 

Day Camps:     Sat., June 25 (Gr K-4)        Fri., July 1 (Gr K-5)        Thurs., July 28 (Senior Adult) 

Overnight Camps:  June 12-18 (Jr High #1)     June 19-24 (Gr 4-6)  June 26-30 (Gr 2-5) 

July 10-16 (Jr High #2)           July 17-23 (Sr High)           July 24-27 (Gr 1-4)           July 29-30 (24 Hr)

Grade listed can be either entering or completed.                                                                                              

If regular attendee here, FBC will pay half the cost to attend.  

 

    The American Red Cross would like to thank the church for the gift certificate 

from Dave’s to purchase food for the blood drawing on March 23rd and a big 

thank you to Suzanne Folk, Barb Kaeb and LaRae Walter for the cookies. 

     Having blood available for people can be the difference between life & death 

and people who donate at blood draws are the only source for that blood.  



Dean & Nina Lassister 

April 1, 1972 (44 yrs) 

Jake May - 3 

Chris Meiss - 3 

Dick Horine - 4 

Rob Broquard - 5 

Harry Johnson II - 5 

Holly Steidinger - 5 

Harry & Lisa Fosdick  

April 5, 1986 (30 yrs) 

Karl & Mary Herder   

April 7, 1990 (26 yrs) 

Dumari Layne - 8 

Katelyn Steidinger - 8 

Darlene Hodges - 10 

Ray Popejoy - 10 

Kent Kafer - 12 

Steven Vaughan - 12 

Kyle Kaskavage - 13 

Chuck Mueller - 13 

Pastor Steve - 14 

Jerry Huddleston - 14 

Malachi Bradley - 15 

Trent Hoffman - 15 

Ashley Burgard - 16 

Sam & Patsy Stephens    

April 16, 1988 (28 yrs) 

Connor Haab - 18 

Dalton Steidinger - 18 

Janet Halsey - 19 

Kyler Hoffman - 19 

Don Schmid - 19 

John Jacob Traub - 20 

Kay Gouge - 21 

Jeff Schweizer - 21 

Mary Streitmatter - 21 

John Jacob & Kristin Traub 

April 21, 2005 (11 yrs) 

Devin Crews - 22 

Sharee Lemerand - 22 

Mike Thyne - 23 

Rob & Linda Broquard    

April 23, 1982 (34 yrs) 

Larry & Rhonda Steidinger  

April 24, 1980 (36 yrs) 

Kelli Folk - 25 

Kaden Davis - 26 

Mary Edelman - 26 

Sydney Rothert - 26 

Steve & Mary Beth Crews 

April 26, 1986 (30 yrs) 

Robert Lawrence - 27 

Rob Folk - 28 

Rosemary Medina - 28 

Arnold & Nancy Ifft    April 

28, 1957 (59 yrs) 

Karl Herder - 29 

Clinton & Dorothy Denham  

April 29, 1951 (65 yrs) 

Crew Addis - 30 

Brenda Mueller - 30 

Peyton Rigsby - 30 

We would like to thank everyone 

for all the prayers, phone calls, 

visits & prayer shawls when 

Mandy passed away.  And also for 

the dinner and all the helpers. 

We love you all. 

The Family of Mandy Monical 

Mayme Hearne, Kathy Hirtzig 

Mark & Tiffany Tolbert 

Eric Monical 



Schedules 

Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

April: Josh Bray, Tina Cooley, Matt Davis, Joe Delaney, Rob Folk, Paul Hetherington, Emily Rios  

    

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

April 3 SS & Worship:  Arnold & Nancy Ifft, Betty J Lawrence 

  Worship Only:  Jackie Dever 

  (Sub:  Connie Haas) 

April 10  SS Only:  Joy Mason 

  SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter   

  Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber 

  (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

April 17  SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel, Linda Hoffman   

  Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles 

  (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

April 24  SS Only:  Rita Meiss   

  SS & Worship:  Frank & Carol Vaughan 

  Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero   

  (Sub:  Terry Zimmerman) 

 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

April 3   Matt & Emily Davis    Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

April 10   Kevin & Nicole Ricketts   Rachael Strike 

April 17   Brenda Underwood/Chris Klus  Stephanie Bray / Tiffany Cooley 

April 24   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 

 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Kendra Broquard    April 3  Lassiter Family 

Tanya Rothert    April 10  Amy Bachtold 

Brenda Mueller    April 17  Layne Family 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Johnson  April 24  Courtney Johnson 


