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May Sermon Series 

And what more shall I say?  I do not have time to tell about…David and Samuel and the prophets, who through 

faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised…There were others who were 

tortured…persecuted and mistreated—the world was not worthy of them…These were all commended for their 

faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, since God had planned something better for us so that 

only together with us would they be made perfect. (Hebrews 11:32-39) 

 When I think of May two Days stand out, Mother and Memorial.  In both we honor those who served 

sacrificially, at home or a field of battle.  Both faced opposition and required courage, and so we are grateful.   

We owe a great debt to both these groups. 

 This year I’ve been thinking about ones who have gone before.  I do not know anyone personally who 

has lost their life on a field of battle.  But, I have known many who have given their lives in service of our God; 

who, in the spirit of Hebrews 11 and the words of Paul “have fought the good fight and kept the faith.”   

 I’ve been here 17 years and I think back on the ones we have said “Good-bye” to.  My first funeral here 

was for Ray Ellis, a long-time member most remembered for being a friendly usher.  There were also so many 

dear saints who influenced and strengthened our church by their lives and faith.  I can’t list all their names and 

contributions here (like in Hebrews), but I encourage you to make you own list and remember.  I was touched by 

ones like Archie Perkins, who after the vote to move and build “701” said to me, “I was one who voted against 

this, I think we are biting off more than we can chew.  But this is my church and I will do what I can to make it 

happen.”  And Arnold Huddleston who told me shortly after I came, “Steve, we’re old but we’re OK.  We know 

how to get hold of you if we want.  You go and build our church.”  I remember sitting in Lewis Walter’s truck as 

we watched the wrecking ball take down “406” and sharing memories of events in the building; and, Doc 

McDonald’s cartoons.  I miss the time I spent with ones like Tom Golladay, Pearl Thompson, Nancy Rogers and 

Russell McGuire in a Nursing Home.  And, I think much about those whom we said “Good-bye” to way too 

soon: Ryan Bray, Cheyenne Lemerand, Dick Lawrence, Mike (The Cardinal Fan) Huling, Jimmy Henson, Jake 

Crews, and Stan Metz, each with their own contribution to our church’s history and our faith.  

 I encourage you to take some time this month to remember the people who influenced your faith, made a 

deposit in your soul and helped you to become the person you are.  And maybe, take stock of a couple things: 

would you be making them proud by how you are living?  And, after you are gone will someone remember you 

as one who was an inspiration for their faith?   

 If not, don’t wait until it is too late.  If so, keep it up because we need you to offer what only you can do.  

Let’s live lives worth remembering. 
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“Helping Families Be Healthy” 
May 2016 

Sunday School:  8:45 am                     

Worship:  10 am                    Prayer 

Meeting:  Tues  6:30 pm 

Deacons                                            

Darren Bray, Dick Horine,          

Jerry Huddleston, Wayne Nelson,  

Brad Steidinger, Dave Taylor 

1   Adrian Lampkin, ABC/GRR Area Minister 

8   Thee, We and Me Time for Moms  
 (Proverbs 31)  

15   Healing Broken Relationships   
 (Ephesians 4:1-3) 

22   Pastor Daryl preaching 

29   God’s Perfect Timing      (Ecclesiastes 3) 



From the office of: Associate Pastor Daryl Evans 

Thank you Mom!!! 

Mother’s Day is right around the corner and it is a great time to celebrate moms. For many, 
Mother’s Day is a great time of celebration of the life and joy’s of being a parent.  Maybe it is a 
time for you to honor and show some extra “love” to your mother or maybe the wife of your   

children. Some people are surprised that honoring your mother and father is one of the Ten Com-
mandments. Our mothers truly are a gift and blessing.  One thing that I often marveled at (even 

before having my own child) is the bond that mothers have with their children. 

The bond that mothers develop with their children is truly special and comes from God. How  

parents rear their kids will deeply impact their lives. This fact has been reinforced over and over to 
me in my dealings with young adults. Over the past few years I have done a number of weddings 

and I always require some pre-marital session before agreeing to do a wedding.  During our meet-
ings, the future husband or wife will often reflect on their own childhood and how they were 
raised. Some look back fondly on parents that were there and part of their life as the child grew 

up. However, others look back at their childhood with much pain and many regrets. These hurts 
often come from parents that were not around (both physically and emotionally too).  The pain is 

very real in these moments. The hurts will often run very deep. 

The job of parenting is sometimes said to be the hardest job but also the most rewarding job that 

we will ever have. I agree with that. As a father, I love being together with my family and the 
many interactions that we can have daily. 

My wife is an amazing mother to our son Ryan. It is a joy and true blessing to watch her love and 

raise our son. I watch my wife give love to him in many ways. The way she prepares his sand-
wiches (with the sandwich being cut in a way that makes it easy to eat), the way she writes in her 

journal of all the things (both big and small) he has done, the way she encourages him and cheers 
him on. There are many, many more I could list but you get the point. And maybe you have 

watched your own mother or wife do some of the same things. 

Mother’s Day is a joyous occasion.  But Mother’s Day can also be a mixed bag of emotions for 
many. 

For many years Deanna and I wanted a child and were unable to have one (at that time). We 
struggled and felt the pain of desiring a child and not being able to have one. God answered our 

prayer in an amazing way 18 years into our marriage but I still remember the sadness and pain 
that would often come around every year at Mother’s Day for us. I know of some of our church 

family that is feeling this pain right now and my heart goes out to you. Keep praying and trust in 
God. I don’t know what God has planned for you but I know that He has a plan. And His plan is 
good and He loves you unconditionally. 

I am thankful every Mother’s Day for my own mother. My mother passed away from cancer in 
2006.  I still miss having here on earth but I am so thankful that she is with God. My mother was 

a devoted follower of Jesus that taught me so much about life but of faith too. She was the one 
that prayed with me as I received Christ as a young child. Thank you Mom and I will see you 

again some day! 

I just wanted to open my heart a little to you as we approach this Mother’s Day.                            
Give thanks for our mothers and if God has blessed you with children give 

thanks for them too. They truly are a blessing from the Lord. 
     Blessings, 

   Pastor Daryl   



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back 
 During the past month in students have had many opportunities to learn and 
grow in their relationships with God. Throughout the month of April, High school and 
Junior High students have been going through a series entitled “life after failure”.  As our 
teens go through these hectic years of life, they will start to have some of their first big 
failures in life. Whether it is wrecking the family car or a moral failure, students need to 
learn how to overcome failure through God’s redemptive grace. During this four-week 
series we are looking through several Biblical characters who have messed up big time.  
Throughout our series so far we have looked at the life of Peter and how he was able to 
find forgiveness and a calling from God even after disowning Jesus three times. We 
looked at the adulterous woman and how Jesus did not condemn her for her failure de-
spite being the only one who could rightfully cast the first stone at her. Instead he called 
her to sin no more and be freed from her sinful life through her new forgiveness found in 
Jesus. During our third week of the series, we looked at the life of Judas, the person who 
is defined by his failure of betrayal. We explored how Judas’s view of Jesus made such a 
negative impact on his life and eventually his shame destroyed him. We then compared 
his life with Peter’s and saw that peter’s closeness with God helped him to find hope and 
forgiveness in Jesus that Judas could never find despite Jesus’s attempts to reach out to 
him.  

 For our Sunday night youth group, students have been going through a series on 
engaging our culture. During the first week of this series, we learned how followers of 
Jesus are called to be different from the world we live in because our citizenship is in 
heaven. During the following weeks we talked about how we can connect with God in 
the midst of a culture that pushes us away from God and how we can use the mountain-
top experiences (like lift camp) in our faith to help us impact the culture for Christ. On 
April 24th we had a special cook out night at the church with campfire food and drinks. 
Each of the students got to share something unique about themselves and learn some-
thing new about someone in our group in hopes to help students build Christian rela-
tionships that will strengthen them in their walk with God.  

 Another exciting announcement is that our FCA Luncheon has been continuing 
to be successful throughout the last few months. We have been inviting about 30-40 
High school students to have lunch at the Church during School hours. Once a month 
these students involved in the fellowship of Christian athletes have been hearing a mes-
sage and eating great meals at the church. It has been a great opportunity for our 
Church to encourage the Christian students in prairie central to follow God.  

Looking Forward 
May 7th  Bowling Trip for High School Students  

May 11th  Tentative date for FCA Luncheon 

May 15th  Honoring Graduating Seniors on Sunday Morning 

May 22  7 pm Baccalaureate  

May 29th  Lift camp Forms Due  



 
 Community Meal is May 9 and May 11.    May 9 will be in the front foyer.  

 The Email Prayer Chain and Telephone Prayer Chain are being updated. Please  

contact Nancy Ifft or see the sheets on the entry table. Don’t assume you will be 

left on—sign up to make sure to stay on !!! 

 Parent and Child Dedication: On Mother’s Day (May 8) we will offer the chance for 

parents to dedicate their child(ren) to the Lord. While this is usually done with    

babies, it can also be used for older children who have not yet been dedicated. If 

you are interested or have a question please call Pastor Steve at the church.  

 The Senior Potluck monthly date has been permanently changed. Beginning this 

month it will meet the 1st Tuesday of every month (instead of 2nd). Time & loca-

tion remain the same—12 Noon / Back Kitchen. May 3rd is the next potluck. 

 Christian Day at Busch Stadium in St. Louis is Sunday, August 7   Feature post-

game speaker is David Eckstein, former Cardinals shortstop, 2 time All Star, 2006 

World Series Champion & World Series MVP. Current Cardinals players & Manager 

Mike Matheny will also participate. Marcus Maier will head up this trip. Mark your  

calendars and look for more details on times and prices in the upcoming months. 

 Our HS Graduates and College Degree Recipients will be recognized in morning 

worship on May 15. Please let the office know if you are among these groups.  

 Once again we will participate in CPC’s Baby Bottle Project. Pick up a 

baby bottle on Mother’s Day—put it somewhere handy—drop in your 

spare change—Bring it back on Father’s Day. Your change will make a 

difference in the lives of many mothers & children in our area. 

Let’s ride - - - If you have a motorcycle and would like to ride after wor-

ship on Sundays contact George or Sue Gero (815-692-3232). They are 

getting the group back together to ride, dine and have good Christian 

fellowship. It doesn’t matter the size, style or make of your bike - - - 

Let’s just ride. 

Sunday, May 22     Baptisms & Poltuck 

In morning worship five (5) people will be transferring their membership and Pastor Daryl 

will be Baptizing eighteen (18).  

Following worship there will be a huge potluck in the gym. 

Mark your calendars and come and share in the celebration. 



Trip to Serve/Minister at Pacific Garden Mission         

Chicago         June 4 

Adult Discipleship has planned a trip to Chicago June 4 to serve at the                     

Pacific Garden  Mission.  This is a homeless shelter in the South Loop section 

founded in 1877 by Colonel George Clarke and his wife Sarah. It is nicknamed 

“The Old Lighthouse”. It is the oldest such shelter in Chicago.  

We will serve a meal and minister to the homeless there.                                                                                    

The Christian radio show “Unshackled” will be taped there in the afternoon which we will stay for.  

A sign up sheet is in the entry for those interested in going.  30 Maximum                                                                 

Contact Pastor Daryl or Cindy Buchanan with questions. 

It’s Almost Church Camp Time at Lake Springfield Baptist Camp………..    

Packets on the entry table for registration and general information.                                                

Day Camps:     Sat., June 25 (Gr K-4)        Fri., July 1 (Gr K-5)        Thurs., July 28 (Senior Adult) 

Overnight Camps:  June 12-18 (Jr High #1)     June 19-24 (Gr 4-6)  June 26-30 (Gr 2-5) 

July 10-16 (Jr High #2)           July 17-23 (Sr High)           July 24-27 (Gr 1-4)           July 29-30 (24 Hr)

Grades listed can be either entering or completed.                                                                                              

If regular attendee here, FBC will pay half the cost to attend.  

Wednesday, May 11—Friday, May 13   9am-5pm 

Monday, May 9 @ 6 pm Help is needed to set up the tables and begin 

putting out the clothes we have in storage. 

Tuesday, May 10 @ 9 am Help will be needed to finish all the set up. 

The Exchange opens to the public at 9am on Wednesday. During the OPEN hours lots of help 

is needed to keep the clothing brought in sorted and placed out on the tables. If you can help 

(even a 1/2 hr) it would be great appreciated. There is a sign up sheet on the entry table 

BUT walk in help will NEVER be turned away. 

Friday, May 13 @ 5 pm Help will be needed to box up / clean up.      

What is left is taken to Friendship House in Peoria as well as Dress For 

Success for distribution. 

Contact Sharon Cooper with questions. 

 



God’s Kitchen 
By David Reed 

  
Theological School Began in 2002 
In 2002 the First Baptist Church of Fairbury, IL sent the seed money to begin the Theo-
logical School of La Paz project.  At that moment in time we were praying about how God 
wanted us to serve our partners in their desire for a theological education  program.  A 
family had just offered to donate land for educational   purposes.  When Fairbury con-
tacted us with a desire to support this work at the same time, we sensed God’s leading as 
these resources converged.  That same year a group came down from Fairbury to start 
the project.  They dug and poured the initial foundation, and started laying block. Over 
the next ten years, mission teams from different churches came and built classrooms, a 
bathroom, and a storage area. 
  
The Kitchen Began in 2014 
The kitchen project began in 2014 by a combined group from Parkesburg Baptist Church, 
PA and Roxboro Presbyterian, PA.  They dug the footings and poured the founda-
tions.  The Mexican Baptist churches of La Paz got the walls up.  Soon after a group of six 
women from Calvary Baptist Church in Newark, DE, broke gender barriers by tying rebar 
and getting the roof ready to pour.  Then, thirteen years after starting the Theological 
School project, the FBC of Fairbury returned in February 2016.  This trip was to wrap up 
the kitchen project! 
  

OCT 2002  Back L-R:  Roy Gardner, Gary Huston, Randy Holland, Pastor Steve, Sam Stephens 

Front L-R:  Connie Huston, Randy Adams, Whitney Adams, Bekah Anderson, Heather Steidinger 



Fairbury’s Dedicated Activity 
In a non-stop week of dedicated activity, the Fairbury team wired, plumbed, tiled, built 
shelving, painted, installed lighting and electrical fixtures, & poured a counter top and a 
floor.  They laughed, prayed, and ate together with our Mexican Partners. They provided a 
refrigerator, gas tank for the stove, wrought iron bars over the windows, purchased windows 
that were installed, and left enough to replace a large outside door that will seal the interior 
area.  They left tired & rejoicing! The new kitchen would be a ready blessing for the 10    
students and approximately 800 Mexican Baptists in the 13 churches of the Southern Baja 
Mexican Baptist Convention.   
  
From Start to Finish 
It was a significant moment for me (David) as I stood in the middle of it all aware that FBC 
Fairbury was the first group to begin work on the Theological School, and—for awhile—they 
may be the last as most of the first floor plan is completed.  They poured the first foundation 
and literally finished with a kitchen floor.  It felt like completeness, faithfulness, and provi-
dence. God supplied what was necessary to finish what God had started.  It modeled com-
munity working and being together.  A space created for wholeness to satisfy hungry bodies 
in a place designed to feed hungry minds and hearts with God’s word.   
  
As a missionary, I was humbled and proud of my partnerships with the Mexican Baptists, the 
members of First Baptist Fairbury, and all the other mission teams who invested in the Theo-
logical School of La Paz project.  Thank you to everyone who made this school a reality!  
 

David & Joyce Reed 
Regional Missionaries in Ibero-America & the Caribbean 

FEB 2016   L-R:  Dave Taylor, School Director Hernando, Dana & Josh Kafer, Sue Popejoy, Kelli 

Folk, Pastor Steve, Nikki Folk, Craig Curry, Missionary David Reed, Ray Popejoy, John Jerad Gerber   



Keegan McDonald - 1 

Dillion Stephens - 1 

Paul Hetherington - 2 

Connie Huston - 3 

Brett Travis - 3 

Mark Davis - 4 

Connie Golladay - 4 

Kent & Amy Kafer         

May 4, 1996 (20 yrs) 

Jaxon Zimmerman - 6 

Terry & Judy Bachtold   

May 6, 1973 (43 yrs) 

Thomas & Angie Hammond 

May 7, 2011 (5 yrs) 

Scott McGuire - 8 

Mary Schmidtgall - 8 

Jeni Gerber - 10 

Kylie Kafer - 11 

Doug Stephens - 11 

Mike & Kathy Thyne     

May 11, 1991 (25 yrs) 

Curtis Meiss - 12 

Wayne Nelson - 15 

Keith & Denise Beal       

May 16, 1992 (24 yrs) 

Fred Kilcullen - 17 

Trenton Steffen - 17 

Darin & Lynette Bazzell  

May 17, 1997  (19 yrs) 

Pedro Hernandez - 18 

Lynette Johnson - 18 

Glenda Platz - 18 

Nola Wilson - 18 

Brad & Ashley Haab  

May 19, 2012  (4 yrs) 

Lena Jones - 21 

Bea Masuda - 21 

Michael & Jessica Kilgus 

May 21, 2011 (5 yrs) 

Diane Schilling - 22 

Sam Herr - 24 

Josh & Dana Kafer    

May 24, 2002 (14 yrs) 

Gene & Lena Jones    

May 25, 1991 (25 yrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

To EVERYONE                                

- who gave of their time every 

Wednesday night;                                

- who gave of their energy every 

Wednesday night;                                 

- who put their love of children as a 

priority every Wednesday night 

Thank You.                                  

AWANA here at First Baptist is a 

success because of you. This school 

year we averaged around 90       

students and 41 leaders each club 

night. That’s a wonderful testament 

to the dedication of our leaders and 

I am so very thankful for each and 

every one of you.                        

Hope to see every single one of you 

back in September. 

Rita Meiss  AWANA Commander 

To My Church Family, 

 Thank you so 

much for supporting our 

family through Mark’s 

illness and passing. All 

your prayers, words of 

encouragement, hugs 

and any other service 

given to us were much 

appreciate. Special 

Wayne & Carol Nelson     

May 25, 1974 (42 yrs) 

Al & Mary Beth Slagel      

May 25, 1974 (42 yrs) 

Dawn Metz - 26 

Tina Cooley - 27 

John K Gerber - 30 

Dan & Abby Schweizer    

May 30, 2015 (1 yr) 

thanks to Pastor Daryl for the beautiful service he gave.   

We also give special thanks to all who provided food and 

the ladies who worked and served the memorial dinner. 

Kailea Dunn, Channing Aona Emery, Carolyn Dunn                                  

Mary & Karl Herder, Michael & Amber  



Schedules 

Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

May:  Nate Addis, Craig Curry, Mark Davis, Memo Gomez,                                                                     

 Mark Haab, Curtis Meiss, Kevin Ricketts, Darryl Stiles      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

May 1 SS & Worship:  Betty J Lawrence, Joy Mason 

 Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathie Huddleson 

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

May 8 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Terry Zimmerman 

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

May 15 SS & Worship:  Linda Hoffman, Frank & Carol Vaughan 

 Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

May 22 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel, Jackie Dever 

 Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber 

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

May 29 SS Only:  Rita Meiss, Joy Mason 

 SS & Worship:  Betty J Lawrence 

 Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero 

 (Sub: Connie Haas) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

May 1    Deanna Evans / Sue Slagel   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

May 8    Sharee Lemerand    Rachael Strike 

May 15   Brenda Underwood/Chris Klus  Stephanie Bray / Tiffany Cooley 

May 22   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 

May 29  Kim Haab     Linda Anderson 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Carrie Rafferty    May 1   Lassiter Family 

Bryen & Arla Wheeler   May 8   Brynn Stephens 

Kendra Broquard    May 15  Arnold & Nancy Ifft 

Kendra Broquard    May 22  Barb Taylor 

Tanya Rothert    May 29  Amy & Kylie Kafer 

                                                                                               


