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I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong  —                                  

that is that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.   (Romans 1:11-12) 
  

 This is in the prelude to Paul’s letter to the Romans.  He has never met them and sends them 

this most complete rendering of what he believed to introduce himself to them.   

 We don’t need to be introduced to each other, but I am looking forward to 2016.  My favorite 

times are when I am with all, many, some or one of you.  Almost without fail, I am encouraged by your 

faith.  I pray that your experience when you are with me is that as well and that will continue in the 

year to come. 

 I thought I would tell you in this first newsletter of the year what I am looking forward to in 

2016.  (Of course I know that the Lord can change plans and I will always seek to be sensitive to His 

leading.) 

 I am looking to sermons that the Lord seems to be laying on my heart; I will start with on ser-

mon on getting unstuck in our lives to enjoy 2016; I am then planning a series on Forgiveness; after 

returning from the Mexico Mission trip I am planning on going through Colossians, as it holds up Jesus 

more than any other single book and that seems like a good idea; then I am thinking of a series on 

Home; and, also a series on Evangelism.  I will seek to be open to the Lord’s Spirit in these as well as 

individual sermons that seem needed to be preached. 

 As I mentioned, I am looking forward to a mission trip to LaPaz, Baja Sur, Mexico in February.   

Not only is that a great time to go there if you live here, but we will be helping along the completion of 

a theological school which a group from here, on our first international mission trip, began in 2003.  

That theological school represents what I believe is some of the best of missionary work that we sup-

port.  The churches there all seek to start other churches.  This creates the need for trained pastoral and 

lay leadership.  This school provides a great resource to enable the church there to accomplish its 

God’s given mission. 

 I am looking forward to another year of Upward basketball.  The contact and relationship we 

are able to have with the kids as their coach provides such a great opportunity for passing on the faith. 

 I am looking to the ongoing relationship and impact of the Prayer Team.  This group of about 

60 people receives regular email or texts from me to pray for things in the church or my ministry.  

Daily I feel the power of their prayers. 

 And, I am looking forward to finishing the continuing educa-

tion I began in September.  It will conclude in February.  I appreciate 

what I have been learning and applying it in my ministry, that            

I might be more of an encouragement to you all. 

 I pray you are looking forward to the 2016 God has in store 

for you. 
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From the office of: Associate Pastor Daryl Evans 

What difference can I make? 
We do good things during the Christmas season. We shop at Dave’s Supermarket and 

drop a dollar in the Salvation Army kettle out front. We bring a few canned goods to the 4H 

dinner. We volunteer our time at the food bank or volunteer with Meals on Wheels. We send a 

few extra dollars to the children we sponsor around the world. Sometimes we might ask our-

selves, "It is such a small thing to do? Am I a fool thinking that it can make a difference?" 

Where do we get the idea that compassionate acts - even seemingly insignificant ones - 

can have any impact? My guess is that it is bred into our spiritual DNA. We are children of 

God, whose Son Jesus became an impoverished infant, raised in a rural village. God is revealed 

in both the Old and New Testaments as a divine farmer, demonstrating that great results come 

from simple acts that are directed by his hand. The poor can be fed, the oppressed can be freed, 

and the dead can be raised through human efforts done in faith. God planted the seed of the 

kingdom of heaven in a stable warmed by the body heat of livestock. A newborn's cry echoed 

through the starry universe to proclaim that a new era was begun. 

We live in a world plagued by sin at every turn, beginning with a glance in the mirror. 

Greed, violence, disease, poverty, loss of meaning: the list of reasons to despair is long. Yet. 

Yet Jesus came. "Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light," penned Phillips Brooks, 

depicting Bethlehem as a symbol of the world into which Jesus was born God chose the small, 

the humble, to begin the chain of events that would change the world. 

During Advent, we often use words like hope, joy, peace, and love used in Christmas 

carols and greeting cards. These are not merely wishful notions that Christians use to stave off 

panic. God infuses them into our lives as real material for transformation. They are a way of 

naming the difference Jesus makes in our lives. Still, they remain abstract or naive if we don't 

ground them in the reality of God's presence in the world. 

I encourage you to think more deeply about these words this holiday season. What dif-

ference does hope make? What does it look like when it is dressed in work clothes? How does 

joy change the way you move forward with a frightening diagnosis? Can the peace of Christ 

take over your outlook, as Paul mentioned more than once in his letters? (Phil. 4:7; Col. 3:15) 

Hope does wear human clothing. Joy can overcome despair. Jesus came so that hope, 

joy, peace, and grace would describe your life and mine. We would have no reason to celebrate 

Christmas if Jesus didn't live among us and die for us in order to have this kind of life. He has 

put his Spirit in us as an organic source of hope and joy. It is Jesus' compassion that flows 

through us, so that we do believe our compassionate gestures - on any scale - make a difference 

in a world where God is present. 

What difference does it make that Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph? The answer lies 

in the life of every follower of Jesus. The answer lies in you. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Daryl 



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

 I have only been a part of the First Baptist Church community for a few months but it 
has been such a blessing to get to know the students and adults that have been so welcom-
ing to Nicole and I. In the next year of 2016, we have big dreams for the future of student  
ministries at FBC. In the coming year we will continue to have challenging and encouraging 
conversations with students in small groups. We will continue to create events and outings for 
students to learn about God and invite their friends to the Church.  And we will continue to 
work towards helping students to strengthen their faith in God.   
 There are some new things that we are looking forward to in 2016 as well.  
 We are looking forward to gathering new volunteers to be a part of our current team. 
Currently the Lemerand’s have been an incredible help in volunteering their time to invest in 
the youth at our church. They have been and essential part of our Youth Group’s leadership 
team. However, I hope to allow other parents or adults who want to find a way to be involved 
in serving students an opportunity to serve as well! There are so many awesome students in 
our Church and it is a blessing to know them. Some of them are crazy, others are crazy lov-
ing, and I know that there are many in the church that would be blessed in spending some 
time with them.  Another hope for the future is that we can get our worship band opportunities 
to start leading worship for the youth! We are so blessed to have several talented student  
musicians and singers that are working together to start a youth band and we are very excited 
to see them grow!  Also, I hope to create more opportunities for weekly student Bible studies 
where students can learn to follow Jesus more closely.  These are just a few of the dreams 
that we have for the 2016 year and we are so excited to see God work in the lives of our    
students.  
 Again, I have felt so blessed to have been welcomed into the FBC community and I 
look forward to getting to know you all more in the coming year!  

College Kids & Parents of College Kids    

Our church gives Scholarship money out every fall. Students 

must regularly attend here and be attending a Christian based 

school that is listed with the CCCU (Council for Christian Colleges 

& Universities). You can find this list at www.ccu.org             

The student must submit a completed application on or before February 15th to 

the church office. This Scholarship is open to all years of college but must be applied 

for each year. Applications can be found under the Youth Group tab of the website. 

 

Great Rivers Scholarships are also available. These are not restricted to CCCU col-

leges but do have the requirement of membership in an American Baptist Church.  The 

deadline for these to be in the Springfield office is April 1, 2016 and this appli-

cation can also be downloaded from the website under the Youth Group tab. Deadline is 

April 1, 2016 (even though the date says 2015). 



Monday 5:45 - 6:45 pm 

Cheetahs (Kdg/1st) Jarrod Broquard / John Ward 

Flash (Kdg/1st) Kris Bachtold 

Lakers (4th/5th) Alan Dunahee / Steve Anderson 

Monday 7 - 8 pm 

Owls (Kdg/1st) Fred Kilcullen / Josh Kilcullen 

Cowboys (2nd/3rd) Matt Davis 

Redbirds (2nd/3rd) Dayton Kilgus / Mark Steidinger 

Tuesday 5:45 - 6:45 pm 

Polar Bears (Kdg/1st)  Dick Horine / Andrew Horine 

Fighting Irish (2nd/3rd) Josh Medlin / Brody ricketts 

Heat (4th/5th)  Craig Curry / Scott Rathbun 

Tuesday 7 - 8 pm 

Cyclones (2nd/3rd) Chris Klus / Tim Bowden 

Jazz (4th/5th)  Stephen Zimmerman / Aaron Gerber 

Bulls (4th/5th)  Evan Lemerand / Tori Edelman 

Thursday 5:45 - 6:45 pm 

Pumas (Kdg/1st) Justin Steidinger 

Eagles (2nd/3rd) Dana Kafer / Sam Stephens 

Braves (2nd/3rd) Kevin Ricketts / Aaron Gerber 

Thursday 7 - 8 pm 

Rams (Kdg/1st)  Chuck Mueller / Ben Nelson 

Knicks (4th/5th) Don Schmid / Scott Davies 

Storm (4th/5th) Daryl Evans / Evan Bachtold 

 

Game Schedule 

The age divisions will always play one of the 3 times listed under their grade. A complete 

schedule will be handed out during a practice prior to the first game on Saturday, Jan 16th. 

4th / 5th Grade     2nd / 3rd Grade   Kdg / 1st Grade 

    7:30 am          1:30 pm         10:30 am 

    8:30 am                                                 2:30 pm                                              11:30 am 

    9:30 am                                                 3:30 pm                                              12:30 pm 

Practice Schedule 



Tammy Hoffman - 1 

Debbie Vaughan - 1 

Don & Lisa Schmid 

1/1/2000 (16 yrs) 

Mike Lewallen - 2 

Tessa Klus - 3 

Caden Addis - 5 

Gene Jones - 5 

Martin & Brenda Travis 

1/6/1995 (21 yrs) 

Sharon Cooper - 8 

Andy Lassiter - 8 

Duane Smith - 8 

Mike Steidinger - 8 

Jackson Broquard - 9 

Carrie Rafferty - 9 

Larry & Mary Ann Boruff 

1/10/1961 (55 yrs) 

Kiley Addis - 11 

Derek Stephens - 12 

Brad Haab - 13 

Cole Vaughan - 14 

Tim Pickett - 17 

Mary Beth Slagel - 18 

Nicole Medlin - 19 

Mark Wilson - 20 

Gary Huston - 21 

Gary & Sharon Cooper 

1/21/1962 (54 yrs) 

Jim & Diane Krueger 

1/21/1984 (32 yrs) 

Dr David Janecek - 24 

Dennis Brummitt - 26 

Ivan Miller - 26 

Courtney Johnson - 28 

Barb Taylor - 29 

Janet Klossing - 30 

Thank You … Thank You … Thank You …      

To All Who Helped in the Planning & Construction of our Ramp 

and to LaRae & the Ladies for providing lunch for the hard work-

ers and a Special Thanks to Nancy for her delicious coffeecake, 

 Words cannot express the gratitude Pedro and I have for 

our new ramp. It has been such a blessing and has made our life 

so much easier. Now I am able to get to my doctor’s appt. without 

struggling and the fear of falling down the steps, because most of 

the time now I need the wheelchair. I try to keep faith that I will 

walk again, God’s will, but I must admit it is not always easy. 

 We have truly been blessed with a loving, caring church 

family. At our baptism, Pastor Steve said we now have a new 

family, our church family and that we would always have each 

other’s back. For us that has proven to be true on many occasions. 

 Thanks again for all of your effort and work on 2 weekends 

in which Mother Nature did not cooperate, first a snow storm and 

then rain. 

 We would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas 

and a Bless New Year ! 

In Christian Love,                Pedro & Judy Hernandez 



 Community Meal is the 2nd & 4th Monday of Each Month. This is a change from 

years past. Please phone the church before the Friday prior.    January 11 & 25 

 All seniors are invited to join together for food and fellowship. The Senior Potluck 

is the 2nd Tuesday each month. Meal starts at 12 Noon. For January the group 

decided to eat at Lost in Time. Please let Fred Kilcullen (815-945-7063) know you 

are coming so proper seating can be arranged. Regular 12 Noon eating time. 

 If you would like a church mailbox, please let the church office know. You do not 

have to be a “member”, just a regular attendee.  

 If you would like 2016 Offering Envelopes contact Sharon McGuire. 

 Baptism/Membership class: Pastor Steve will offer Christianity 101 starting Jan 17 

following worship.  It will seek to inform you what our church believes, practices, 

and expects of its members.  Contact the church office if you are interested or 

have a question.  Taking the class does not obligate you in any way.  It will meet 

for four sessions with the time for the next meeting to be set each week. 

 Annual Meeting is Mon, Jan 11 at 7 pm. ALL members are encouraged to attend. 

 ABW Annual Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser will be Sunday, Jan 31 After Worship. 

An Appeal to Our Membership from the Expansion Committee 

Please Come … Be informed … Vote               Annual Meeting Jan 11         7 pm 

After many months of discussion, design and preparation, we are prepared to bring forth the    
opportunity for you to vote on a proposal to build an addition onto our Youth Center.  

As per the display of information on the easels in the church foyer, the primary focus of the addi-
tion will be to improve the classroom environment for our Senior High youth and add bleacher 
seating to our gymnasium. 

God has blessed us with an opportunity to impact our youth ministry with renewed spirit and lead-
ership by bringing Youth Pastor Josh & Nicole to serve our church and fulfill a critical need in our 
community. Many of us sense the “call to action” as our young people grapple with the challenges 
they confront daily with social media, bullying, drugs, peer pressure and family dysfunction.  

“Could it be that we are being led to intercede and act by creating an environment                          
where these young people can join with other Christian friends for fellowship,                                    

spiritual guidance and mentoring?”  

The success of our AWANA & UPWARD Basketball programs is evidence of the impact we can 
have on the elementary youth of our communities. Many feel the time is right to place an equal 
emphasis on our Senior High youth as well.   

Let’s prepare to leave a lasting legacy for the next generation!  

Mary Beth Crews, Mark Davis, Joe Delaney, Traci Hassett,                                                                             
Dean Lassiter, Ray Popejoy, Steve Rieger, Al Slagel 



Schedules 

Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Tina Cooley (815-867-0341). 

January:  Jarrod Broquard, Dave Buchanan, Jim Folwell, Paul Mason,                                                       

      Delmar Platz, Emily Rios, Mark Strike      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

Jan 3 SS Only:  Joy Mason   

 SS & Worship:  Terry Zimmerman, Linda Hoffman 

 Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber   (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

Jan 10 SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Betty J Lawrence     (Sub:  Mark Strike)   

Jan 17 SS Only:  Joy Mason   

 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel 

 Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathi Huddleston   (Sub:  Jackie Dever) 

Jan 24 SS Only:  Connie Haas   

 SS & Worship:  Linda Hoffman, Dawn Metz 

 Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles   (Sub:  George Gero) 

Jan 31 SS Only:  Rita Meiss 

 SS & Worship:  Frank & Carol Vaughan 

 Worship Only:  George & Sue Gero   (Sub: Linda Hoffman) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

1st Week   Deanna Evans / Sue Slagel   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

2nd Week   Sharee Lemerand    Rachael Strike 

3rd Week   Brenda Underwood/Chris Klus  Stephanie Bray / Tiffany Cooley 

4th Week   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 

5th Week  Kim Haab     Linda Anderson 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Tanya Rothert    Jan 3   Lassiter Family 

Brenda Mueller    Jan 10   Arnold & Nancy Ifft 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Johnson  Jan 17   Barb Taylor 

Carrie Rafferty    Jan 24   Amy & Kylie Kafer 

Bryen & Arla Wheeler   Jan 31   Rachael Strike 

                                                                                               

 

  


