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Sermon Series 

But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love.      

He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us,                         

just as we also long to see you. (1 Thessalonians 3:6) 

 I will be travelling to LaPaz, Baja Sur, Mexico along with nine others from our church (Craig 

Curry, Jerad Gerber, Kelli and Nikki Folk, Josh and Dana Kafer, Ray and Sue Popejoy, and Dave Taylor) 

on February 13 for a week.  We will be joined by our longtime missionary friend, David Reed.  While 

there we will be seeking to install a kitchen in the Theological School (a group from our church put in its 

foundation in 2003, our first international mission trip). 

 That was important for the people in LaPaz as they were given a piece of property for a Theological 

School with the condition that construction needed to be started by a specific date.  We put in the founda-

tion just before the deadline saving the chance to have the school.  Since then the people of LaPaz (often 

using funds we sent down through our support of David and his wife Joyce) and other groups that have 

traveled there have built the school up.  

 The reason there is a need for this school is the people of the Baptist churches in Baja Sur have a 

great desire to reach their communities with the Gospel of Christ, which is often not available to them from 

any other source.  Every one of the often very small churches there are seeking to plant a new church.  

And, the number of people with training to pastor and provide leadership in those churches is often smaller 

than the number of churches they are seeking to plant.  So what happens is the person who shows the most 

spiritual life is chosen to go and lead the new church though they have little or no training. 

 The Theological School provides a place for training and support.  David has been instrumental in 

the growth and development of the school.  A kitchen will enable them to better serve those who come for 

classes, many who come from a distance. 

 This will be my third time in LaPaz and I am full of good memories of my visits there.  The people 

love the Lord, one another and our church as they are grateful for the support we have given them over the 

years.  We have heard good news of them from David and other sources and it will be good to strengthen 

our relationship with them.  Please pray for us in this trip. 

 Each of us going raised our own support for the personal costs of the trip.  We also raised funds in 

the pancake breakfast we served in the fall and will be using funds from what was over our budget giving 

for 2015.  Thanks. 
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From the office of: Associate Pastor Daryl Evans 

How fast is God changing you? 
If I asked you how much you have grown spiritually over the past year, what would you 

say? Or over the last 5 years? Have you been able to see some progress? And is spiritual growth 

even measurable? 
When you estimate a distance, it is best to use a helpful unit of measurement. If someone 

asks me how tall I am, I don’t give my answer in miles (I’m .00113636 by the way). The distance 

between the sun and me is not normally measured in inches. We use large units for large things 
and small units for small things. For instance, when we measure our massive universe, we apply 

one of the largest units of measure—a light-year. But how do we measure things that are excep-
tionally small? 

Have you ever heard of a beard-second? It’s what it sounds like: the distance an average 
beard grows in one second. Needless to say, a beard-second is miniscule—ten nanometers to be 
exact. The distance a human beard grows in one second is hardly noticeable; you cannot see it. 

It’s only after a much longer passage of time, say by 5 o’clock in the evening, that there is even a 
shadow of evidence that growth is taking place. 

Too often when we seek spiritual growth in our lives we become frustrated by the pace of 
progress. The changes in us can be so slow that it may seem like they aren’t happening at all. It 

would be great to mature instantaneously and testify to how far and how quickly God has taken 
us from who we were to who we are now. However, the reality is that most spiritual growth is 
often gradual and slow, and the results can only be seen when you look back over large portions 

of your life. 
Very few things that God has created grow in ways that are instantly observable. An oak 

tree begins as an acorn. An acorn becomes a sapling. A sapling eventually becomes a tree that 
makes more acorns, and so a tree becomes a forest. As Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “The 

creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn.” 
Likewise, our faith may start small, but as it matures, it should gradually grow to the point 

where we are planting seeds of faith in others. Using small, slow and persistent growth to change 

and become the person that Jesus wants us to be. 
The eternal salvation of an entire family tree can begin with one hearing of the gospel. 

The transformation of an entire man’s life can begin with one morning reading of Scripture. 
Change comes at a speed more like an acorn growing into a forest than a spark erupting into a 

wildfire. The slow, small and persistent growth we have in Christ matters in significant, large and 
eternal ways.  

Why doesn’t God just change you? For those of us who know Christ, He is always chang-

ing us. God is transforming us bit by bit, gradually and patiently. Look back at who you were one 
year ago, three years ago, ten years ago. Can you see the Lord refining you? Are you the same 

now as you were then? If there is growth, no matter how gradual, it is leading to fruit, and God is 
using your fruitfulness to grow forests. 

Our tendency is to lose motivation if we don’t see results. Know that many results are   
often not immediate or generally large and noticeable. God often grows us in silent, subtle       
intervals. So be steadfast in your pursuit of personal spiritual growth. Celebrate the times when 

spiritual development can be measured in miles and takes place overnight, but daily delight in 
God’s faithfulness, patiently measuring your sanctification in beard-seconds. A thousand years 

are as a day to our great God, who is patient to grow the smallest acorns into oaks of righteous-
ness. 

         Blessings, 
       Pastor Daryl   



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back 
The Month of January started off with bang as we celebrated the New Year with a party for 

the Junior High and High School students where we enjoyed great food, played fun games and were 

challenged to take new steps in our relationship with God during the 2016 year!  

 

During the rest of the month of January we have been doing a series on questions that Jesus 

asked people during his life.  Each week, our students are examining a different passage of Scrip-

ture to discover the back story behind some of those questions. 

In the third and final lesson of the series, we explored Mark 10:46-52, where Jesus met  

Bartimaeus, a blind man who called out for Jesus to heal him. The interesting point of this interac-

tion is not that Jesus healed him, but the question Jesus asked him right before he did it. “What do 

you want me to do for you?” is not a question that we often associate with our relationship with  

Jesus. Sometimes we get stuck thinking that our faith journey is all about what we should be doing 

for God. This past week we discussed how Jesus wants to fill our needs as believers.  

Looking Forward. 
 In our next series we will be discussing love, relationships, and purity. In our first week we 

hope to help students understand a Biblical view of love by reading through 1 John 3:16–4:21 and 

discussing how God’s love is a sacrificial love.  

 A couple things to look forward to in the upcoming month. We will be having a Super 

Bowl Party for Junior and Senior High on February 7th from 5:30-9:30 PM or when the game 

ends. If parents or students would like to bring super bowl appetizers to enjoy during the game, we 

welcome you to bring food!  

 And on the last day Upward Games, February 27th we will have an Upward Recognition 

ceremony for each age group.  

 As always, if you are interested in helping out with any of the different ministries for     

children and youth at the church, feel free to contact Pastor Josh Medlin to get involved. 



 Community Meal is the 2nd & 4th Monday of Each Month. 

This is a change from years past. Please phone the church  

before the Friday prior with your name & number of people 

attending. This ensures there is an adequate amount of food 

prepared.   

 February 11 a group of volunteers is needed at Midwest 

Food Bank in Bloomington. It would be from 6:30-8:30 pm. Contact John 

Jerad Gerber if this is something you would be interested in doing. 

 February 18th is our day to supply volunteers at the Fairbury Food 

Pantry. Five (5) people are needed at 4:30 until the distribution has been 

completed. If you are interested please contact Patsy in the office. 

 ABW Work Night is Monday, Feb 1 at 6:30 pm. Items needed for this 

night’s project are:  blunt scissors, wide tooth combs, toothbrushes in 

sealed covering, nail clippers, boxes of 24 crayons, diaper pins, 3-9 month 

sizes of sweatshirts or sweaters. Contact Doris Kaiser with questions. 

Senior Potluck       Feb 9       12 Noon     

In honor of Valentine’s Day and as a way to honor the sweet seniors 

(that’s the ladies), the men will be Cooking and Serving and Cleaning Up 

the meal this month.  All Seniors (whatever age you decide is senior)  

are welcome to come and enjoy food & fellowship.  

The meal will be held in the Youth Center kitchen at                                       

12 Noon on Tuesday, February 9 

 12:05 pm  Lenten Service -  Followed by Lunch   

 Wednesday, February 17 -  Methodist Church 

 The Lenten Season traditionally begins on Ash Wednesday 

which this year is February 10th. Fairbury celebrates this season   

together with Lenten Services & Luncheons. This year they will be 

held at the Methodist church beginning on Wednesday, February 17 and concluding on 

Wednesday March 16th. Palm Sunday is the following Sunday, March 20 with Easter this 

year on March 27.  Pastor Steve will speak on March 2 and our church will host the 

luncheon that same day HERE. A conflict at Methodist will move everything here. 



College Kids & Parents of College Kids    

Our church gives Scholarship money out every fall. Stu-

dents must regularly attend here and be attending a Christian 

based school that is listed with the CCCU (Council for Christian 

Colleges & Universities). You can find this list at www.ccu.org             

The student must submit a completed application on or before February 15th to 

the church office. This Scholarship is open to all years of college but must be applied 

for each year. Applications can be found under the Youth Group tab of the website. 

 

Great Rivers Scholarships are also available. These are not restricted to CCCU      

colleges but do have the requirement of membership in an American Baptist Church.  

The deadline for these to be in the Springfield office is April 1, 2016 and this 

application can also be downloaded from the website under the Youth Group tab.  

Deadline is April 1, 2016 (even though the date says 2015). 

Ladies ——      

Do you have “cabin fever”?      Do you need some “girl time”?      Do you have “issues”? 

Come Join Us for Our Next Extravagant Women’s Night!! 

Friday, February 26     7 pm 

Free Admission - Childcare Provided                        This event is for women of ALL ages … 0-99++++ 

You will enjoy a night filled with laughter, worship, inspired teaching, and a fun after party! 

EXTRAVAGANT GIVES - GENEROUS HANDS ARE NEVER EMPTY 

Join us in supporting local moms in need by bringing: 

shampoo, deodorant, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, or feminine products 

Bring your mothers, daughter, sister, friends, and neighbors! 

 For more information please contact an Extravagant Women Team Leader:                           

Sarah Brummitt (309-838-7515); LoriLee Dunahee (309-824-9455);                                            

Connie Haas (815-848-3329); Jill McCulloh (815-419-5453)                                                           

or Contact the Church (815-692-2654 





Darryl Stiles - 1 

Brian & Traci Hassett  

2/1/92 (24 yrs) 

Ethan Bray - 2 

Betty L Lawrence - 2 

Mary Herder - 4 

Austin Stephens - 4 

Nik Hassett - 8 

Arnold Ifft - 8 

Darin Bazzell - 9 

Barb Kaeb - 9 

Memo Gomez - 10 

McKenna Haab - 13 

Lisa Fosdick - 14 

Ryan Rafferty - 14 

Destiny Rothert - 14 

Duane & Juanita Smith 

2/14/1981 (35 yrs) 

Brian Hassett - 17 

Avery Dunn - 19 

Amber Herder - 19 

Amanda Parrish - 19 

LoriLee Dunahee - 20 

Michael Layne - 20 

Sue Goad - 21 

Kyle Buchanan - 22 

Dallas Hernandez - 22 

Amethyst Strike - 22 

Aniya Young - 22 

John Jerad Gerber - 24 

Carol Groskreutz - 24 

David Rothert - 25 

Randy Adams - 26 

Linda Hoffman - 27 

Nathan Mills - 28 

Thank you so much for the thoughts & 

prayers, food, beautiful prayer shawl and 

expressions of sympathy at the loss of our 

mother/sister Deloris Meiss. 

Blessings to each of you, 

Chris & Rita Meiss  and Family 

Franklin & Norma Fosdick and Family 

Connie & I want to thank our church family for all the 

cards, the kind words, the beautiful flower arrangement 

sent and especially the prayer shawl we received follow-

ing the death of my mom, Irene Huston. Words cannot 

express how touched we were by your thoughtfulness 

and kindness shown. Thank You All So Much. 

Gary Huston 

On behalf of the Healthy Families Program we would like to thank each of you for your generous          

donations to our clients and their children this year.  The donations consisted of 55 packages of diapers, 

8  Walmart Gift Cards, 10 Gift Cards to Once N Again and 25 precious children blessed with a gift.  Also a 

THANK YOU to the Church Family who volunteered to help the day of the party.  We couldn’t have done 

it without you.   You truly made their Christmas wonderful!   Thank you and God Bless~ 

Jill McCulloh, Pat Fox, and Jean Gleason 



February 

Schedules 

Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

February:  Josh Bray, Tina Cooley, Matt Davis, Mark Davis, Rob Folk, Mark Haab,                     

  Curtis Meiss, Darryl Stiles      
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

Feb 7 SS & Worship:  Arnold & Nancy Ifft, Betty J Lawrence, Connie Haas     

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

Feb 14 SS & Worship: barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Jackie Dever   

 (Sub:  Dawn Metz) 

Feb 21 SS & Worship:  Terry Zimmerman, Frank & Carol Vaughan   

 Worship Only: Darryl & Peg Stiles   

 (Sub:  Joy Mason) 

Feb 28 SS Only:  Rita Meiss   

 SS & Worship:  George & Sue Gero 

 Worship Only:  Aaron & Jeni Gerber 

 (Sub:  Linda Hoffman) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

1st Week   Matt & Emily Davis    Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

2nd Week   Kevin & Nicole Ricketts   Rachael Strike 

3rd Week   Brenda Underwood/Chris Klus  Stephanie Bray / Tiffany Cooley 

4th Week   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Evan & Rachel Bachtold   Feb 7   Lassiter Family 

Kendra Broquard    Feb 14   Brad & Ashley Haab 

Tanya Rothert    Feb 21   Brad & Jenna Brucker 

Brenda Mueller    Feb 28   George & Shawn Campbell 


