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So the word of God spread.                                                                                                                        

The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly,                                                                         

And a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.  (Acts 6:7) 

 It seems like we just got done with Christmas and here comes Easter!  But it is only about four 

weeks away.  We’ve got four weeks to get ready to celebrate once again the most important events in  

history, the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. 

 To help us do that this year we are going to do something a little different.  Last Friday a movie 

was released in theaters, “Risen”.  It is the account of the Roman soldier who oversaw the crucifixion of 

Jesus being given the task of finding and producing the dead body of Jesus by Pilate after the resurrec-

tion.  (Spoiler alert: he doesn’t find it.)  It is the story of the resurrection told through the eyes of one who 

did not believe.  But, his investigation led him to say, “I have seen two things which cannot reconcile, a 

dead man without question, and that same man alive again.” 

 I will be using video clips from the movie to illustrate my sermon themes.  We will look at the 

cross and the empty tomb, examining what happened and its meaning.  I believe it will help us appreciate 

and make life responses to what Jesus did for us.   

 This also provides us with an opportunity to share the meaning of these world-changing events 

with friends and family who are not yet Christ-followers.  It will confront them with the reality of Christ 

and how He is still changing lives and our world.  They may be unbelievers but looking at the events 

through the eyes of a fellow unbeliever might open their eyes and hearts to God. 

 Truth is, the Roman soldier who is the lead character in Risen was not the only unlikely one to 

come to faith.  The verse above tells how many of the priests who voted to crucify Jesus became believ-

ers.  And, history tells us that of the 250,000 population of Jerusalem at the time of Jesus’ life, half of 

them came to be followers within twenty years, 125,000.  Why?  Because so many people had seen him 

and become convinced of the miracle of his resurrection, salvation and his being God incarnate. 

 Can you imagine walking down the street and your friend grabs your arm and says, “That’s the 

guy!  He’s the one the Romans crucified because He said He was God.  I guess He is!”  We are going to 

see the death and resurrection of Jesus.  I believe it will strengthen our faith and open the door for others 

to believe. 

 I encourage you to go and see “Risen”.  I ask you to pray for our worship during this season.  

And, I invite you to invite unchurched people with you to both the movie and our worship .                             

   Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

Anderson’s Address 

“Helping Families Be Healthy” 
March 2016 

Sunday School:  8:45 am                     

Worship:  10 am                    Prayer 

Meeting:  Tues  6:30 pm 

Deacons                                            

Darren Bray, Dick Horine,          

Jerry Huddleston, Wayne Nelson,  

Brad Steidinger, Dave Taylor 

March Sermons 

 6 Stop Playing it Safe (John 14:12) 

13 Myth or Miracle? (John 20:19) 

20 The Greatest Comeback in History (John 11:25) 

27 Jesus Wants You Fully Alive (John 10:10) 



From the office of: Associate Pastor Daryl Evans 

Who wants to be blessed by God?   

Most would answer, “I do.” 

Reading Psalm 1 this morning in which the Psalmist says, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in 

the counsel of the ungodly.” Consider this… What does walking in the counsel of the ungodly 
mean? None of us would want to be described in this way so what exactly is the writer of this 
psalm saying? 

It means simply following the advice of people who do not consider God. They do not mean to  
be anti-godly or atheistic, but they do not fear and love God. Sadly, this can be said of many 

Christians. So when they give advice, God's claims and commands are of little moment. Taking 

the advice of the ungodly leads to standing where sinners stand. We might put it in these terms: 

Ungodly advice leads to taking a sinner's stand on spiritual and moral issues. The Devil does not 
want you to follow God and godly wisdom and he is active and will put obstacles in your way 

when you try to take advice from the godly. Instead, he will use those who are his to hinder and 
hurt you. 

If you are a follower of Jesus, you don’t want this to be a part of who you are. Recently, I was 

leading a Bible study and the topic about where do we find Godly wisdom came up. Most of the 
people involved in the study were very vocal about having opinions of how to best follow God 

when life goes bad or when things just do not go the way that we planned them to go. Sometimes 
these opinions were backed with Scripture and other times they were not.  

Throughout the discussion we kept seeking what the Bible actually says. The conversation went 
on for over 2 hours as many passages were read and then discussed. At times, the discussion/
debate became very “spirited” as different viewpoints were considered. You have probably been   

a part of a discussion like this too. It may have been a political debate or a debate on religion. 

Thankfully at the end of this Bible study discussion, we all came together and were able to        

embrace the truth of God’s word. There were still some differing opinions but they were very  
minute in the grand scheme of things. That discussion made me think of Psalm 1. This psalm is 

only 6 short verses but is packed with encouraging truth and hope and this psalm makes us con-
sider where we seek and get our wisdom. I encourage you to read it today. 

But why does the Psalm start this way? The Psalmist is doing more than saying, “Don’t do this” 

and then, in verse 2, “do that!” (i.e. Meditate on God’s Word day and night) That’s good but 

there’s more going on here. He’s contrasting being shaped by one way versus being shaped by   

another way; being shaped by the wicked, the sinner, the scoffer (vs.1), versus, being shaped by 
God’s Word (vs.2).  

My prayer today is that we are all being shaped by the word of God. We must know God’s word 
(through reading and studying it) and be willing to be shaped by it as we conform to the word of 
God. Search your own heart right now. The Psalm ends with the emphatic words “the way of the 

wicked leads to destruction.”  

Seek God today. 

Study His word. 

Say yes to Him. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Daryl   



Medlin’s Ministry Message 

Looking Back 

During the month of February, our students at First Baptist have had some great blessings.  We 
have been able to help students learn to follow Jesus more closely, reached out to the community to help 
new students come into our Church, and challenged adults to be more intentional about investing in our 
student’s lives.  During the month of February in Sunday School we have been going through a series     
entitled “Seeing the World through Christian Lenses”.  During each week we have been talking about how 
our relationship with God can impact the way we view the world. Our first lesson challenged High School 
students to see the world with Faith and we read through the story in Numbers 13-15 where Moses sent 12 
Spies into the promised land and 10 of them came back and saw a land too powerful to conquer. However, 
Joshua and Caleb saw a land that was no match for the power of the great God we serve.  In our following 
lessons we explored how to look at media through Christian lenses of wisdom, and how to view others 

with compassion by looking at the story of the Good Samaritan.  

 For our Junior and Senior High youth groups on Wednesday and Sunday nights, we have been 
going through a series on love, dating and purity. Although this can be a challenging topic for students, we 
hope to inform students on the how they can serve God in their relationships with other people as well as 
the forgiveness Jesus offers. On February 7th we were also able to have a Super bowl party for our youth 
and had quite a few new students come to our Church and enjoy the game with delicious food from our 
Youth and families! Also on the 21st the entire Church congregation was challenged to follow God’s call to 
pass the faith to the next generation and several new faces have shown interest in working with our Junior 
and Senior High ministries!  

Our Upward Basketball has also continued to be a success during the month of February and has 
come to a close on February 27th with our final games and Recognition time after each game. During our 
final week 152 kindergarten-5th graders were able to hear the gospel and challenged to memorize John 3:16!  
I personally was so proud of my team for all the growth they have shown this year and I know many other 
coaches feel the same. Our upward players have grown spiritually, socially, and athletically this season and 
it has been a joy to be a part of! I am encouraged God has given us such a great way to serve families and 
look forward to an even better year next year! 

  

Looking Forward 

 I am excited for March as we have some fun events planned. First off on the 13th the youth will be 
sponsoring a Pancake and Breakfast Luncheon after the Sunday Service where we will accept donations to 
help fund the Lift Camp trip for this year’s youth! Next up on the 20th we will be attending Winter Jam in 
Peoria. The Youth will be leaving directly after Church and will be returning late that evening after the 
concert.  Next up on the 26th the Easter Egg hunt for the youngsters will be starting at 10:30 and we are  
excited to tell children from our community what Easter is truly about! I am excited to announce more 
soon!  

Blessings,   Pastor Josh Medlin 



Palm Sunday, March 20 - Easter Sunday, March 27 

Palm Sunday, March 20  

Good Friday, March 25 

Saturday, March 26       Easter Egg Hunt    10:30 am                                           

Rain or Shine (or Snow) the egg hunt will begin at 10:30 am.  Children are divided into 

age groups and “hunt” within those groups. Everyone is to meet in the sanctuary for a 

very prompt 10:30 start. After the hunt there will be fun & games in the YC Gym. 

Please see an additional article in newsletter about the Easter Egg Hunt.                                   

Time changes 

at 2 am on 

Sunday            

morning. 

5th Annual Cross Walk     1 pm                                                                                                     

This year the walk will start at Faith Fellowship and follow the cross down the path to 

here (FBC) then on to Trinity Lutheran, Methodist and conclude at the Presbyterian 

Church.  This is a wonderful time of Worship, Witness and Fellowship.     

Good Friday Evening Worship      7 pm                                                                  

“Christ is risen.”       “He is risen indeed!”   

‘Son’rise Service      Graceland Cemetery     6:30 am                                                                             

Service in the type of place the first Easter began, a cemetery. 

This service is led by our youth. All are invited back to the 

church for a breakfast served by our Fellowship Committee. 

NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday 

Easter Worship     10 am                                                      

Invite your friends and bring your family to this celebration of 

eternal life. 

                                                                                                                 



 Community Meal is the 2nd & 4th Monday of Each Month. March 14 & 28.    

It will resume serving in the back gym beginning in March. 

 Senior Potluck will be held the first Tuesday in March—March 1st. It will be in 

the back YC gym kitchen. Everyone should bring a dish. Meal will be a 12 Noon. 

Any questions can be directed to Fred Kilcullen.  

 Lenten Service & Luncheon will be here on March 2 due to a conflict at the 

Methodist Church. Pastor Daryl will be speaking and we will host the lunch. The 

whole thing (service & food) lasts less then an hour and begins at 12:05 pm 

 Pancake & Sausage Lunch Fundraiser Our youth invite you after worship 

on Sunday, March 13 to a fundraiser they are holding to help with the        

expense of LIFT camp. They want to ensure that no student is detoured from    

going because of the cost of the camp. 

First and ASAP we need individually wrapped candies that will fit in a  plastic 

Easter Egg. There is a red tub by the mailboxes that you can put your tons of do-

nations in. The Boys & Girls Club kids fill these eggs, which     number well over 

1,000 !!! So, we need to get our candy to them so they can get started. 

Second  we need helpers the day of the hunt. The  Boys & Club will not 

send as many helpers this year so we need to make up for that slack.  

There is a sign up sheet on the entry table to sign up to help.   

Man—Woman or Teenager—- We’ll find a fun job for you.   

We need help with the Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 26. 

“Please Help Me”  

Good Friday Service 
Friday March 25

th
 at 7:00 PM 

 
Why is Good Friday referred to as “good”? What the Jewish authorities and Romans 
did to Jesus was definitely not good (see Matthew 26-27). However, the results of 
Christ’s death are very good! Romans 5:8, “But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” First Peter 3:18 
tells us, “For Christ died for sins once for all, the right-
eous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit.” 
 
Come join for our Good Friday Service, which will be a 
subdued service in which Christ’s death is remembered with solemn hymns, prayers of 
thanksgiving, a message centered on Christ suffering for our sakes. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.18


FROM PROPERTY & FINANCE COMMITTEE                                                    

Steve Rieger, Chair  Kris Bachtold, Joe Delaney, Traci Hassett, Betty J Lawrence, Ray Popejoy 

 

NOTICE OF 2016 BUDGET CHANGE: 

As we began work on the 2016 budget, Property & Finance voted to have Summit 

Tax & Accounting, LLC of Decatur perform a Procedural Church Review of our 

accounting practices.  Summit is a full scale accounting firm that specializes in 

serving churches, non-profit organizations and ministers.   

Kristin Clay was the Certified Public Accountant that performed our review over 

the course of several weeks of interviews and accounting evaluations.  In general, 

she was complimentary of our accounting practices and procedures.  She quoted, 

“There was a wonderful spirit experienced while working with your church. It is 

obvious that God has His hand upon your ministry and continues to bless the 

ministry and its members.”  Kristin made recommendations, both short term and 

longer term.  She recognized we weren’t in compliance with changes that went 

into effect with The Affordable Care Act in 2014/15. To comply, we needed to 

change the way we compensated our pastors and secretary for their health insur-

ance and flexible spending accounts for prescription drugs.  We were recognizing 

these costs as tax deductible and ACA disallows that, making the amount taxable 

income.  With representation from the Deacons, the Property & Finance Commit-

tee met and we agreed to Summit’s recommendation on changes that would be 

fair and equitable to the church and our paid personnel. This change resulted in a 

2.5% increase ($5364) in payroll for the year to cover the tax impact. 

As we continue to grow as a church, we will continue to implement recom-

mended changes to our internal controls, cross-training of important church func-

tions, insurance review for liability exposure etc., all things necessary to protect 

our future growth.  Thank you.       

Don’t forget ...                                 

Turn your clocks ahead at 2 am Sunday, March 20 
(or do it before you go to bed on Sat night !!) 



 Thank You everyone who called, 

prayed, sent cards, visited, provided 

meals and generously supported Gary 

and I following my surgery.                                

 We are blessed to be part of this 

church family. Thank You again 

Sharon & Gary Cooper 

 We are a little late this year with our THANKS to everyone that was involved in our 

January ABW Work night, but whether it was furnishing material; being there helping; bring-

ing goodies to enjoy OR just dropping by to give moral support … We Say a Big Thank You. 

Again this year we appreciated the men’s help—they worked until it was time for snacks and 

then helped with the loading of the vehicles with the finished things.  One lady said to be 

sure to bring Bugles—as 1 of the fellows is fond of them !! 

 We have shipped 10 boxes—approx. 300 Roller Bandages, 17 Health Kits, 20 School 

Kits, and 10 Baby Kits will be completed after ordered diaper pins arrive. They are not used 

by people these days, but they are on our requested list of supplies.  

 We again used the 4 rooms in the back center. We tied several quilts, one of which 

was tied by two young girls who helped. This quilt will be donated to the Women of the Great 

Rivers Region for auction for our Mission Project. This year that project is for the 3 college/

university campus ministries in our region. 

 We are also very grateful for all the work and donations that go on long before the 

work night; the many hours of preparing all the items as well as the cost of the materials for 

the kits. 

 We would also like to share that the White Cross Mission work by our ladies include 

pillowcases for Kansas City and lots of items for Friendship House in Peoria. We also delivered 

to the Edna Martin Christian Center in Indianapolis … Soles for Souls … Alaska for their 

Christmas bazaar (These Alaskan ladies are on an island assessable only by plane or boat) … 

Sheets to many to help with quilting & roller bandages in other areas … Blankets & Bedding 

for our Clothing Exchange … Blankets to the Dialysis Building in Pontiac … Material to a re-

tired Pastor in Bloomington for cutting quilt blocks for us. The list keeps going...    



Quentin Huette - 4 

Taylor Kafer - 4 

Randy McCulloh - 5 

Blake Vaughan - 6 

Meg Dever - 7 

Sydney Retter - 7 

Ken Kafer - 10 

Dusti Folwell - 11 

Seth Retter - 11 

Joe & Donna Delaney  

3-12-1983 (33 yrs) 

Connie Haas - 14 

Kathy Thyne - 14 

Arla Wheeler - 14 

Seth Rigsby - 15 

Leigh Ann Ward - 16 

Kyle & Kaleigh Buchanan 

3-16-2013 (3 yrs) 

Mark & Rachael Strike    

3-16-1996 (20 yrs) 

Gary Cooper - 17 

Dave & Cindy Buchanan 

3-17-1979 (37 yrs) 

Braylen Brucker - 18 

Ashley Haab - 18 

Becky Young - 18 

Peg DeFries - 19 

Larry Steidinger - 19 

Rose Gerber - 20 

George Gero - 20 

Evan Bachtold - 21 

Dick & Brenda Horine     

3-23-1974 (42 yrs) 

Heather Carlson - 24 

Kurt Hoffman - 24 

Adeline Kilgus - 24 

Marsha Taylor - 24 

Caleb Bray - 25 

Eva Gomez - 26 

Rachael Strike - 26 

Kevin & Nicole Ricketts 

3-26-2011 (5 yrs) 

Heather Schweizer - 27 

Kyle Livengood - 28 

Andy Folk - 29 

Ben Maier - 30 

Gretchen Maier - 30 

Aaron Herr - 31 

The Legend of the DOGWOOD 

 There is a legend, that at the time of the Crucifixion the dogwood 

had been the size of the oak and other forest trees. So firm and strong 

was the tree that it was chosen as the timber for the cross. To be used 

thus for such a cruel purpose greatly distressed the tree, and Jesus, nailed upon it, sensed 

this, and in His gentle pity for all sorrow and suffering said to it:  “Because of your regret and 

pity for My suffering, never again shall the dogwood tree grow large enough to be used as a 

cross. Henceforth it shall be slender and bent and twisted and its blossoms shall be in the 

form of a cross….two long and two short petals. And in the center of the 

outer edge of each petal there will be nail prints, brown with rust and 

stained with red, and in the center of the flower will be a crown of 

thorns, and all who see it will remember... 



Schedules 

Ushers:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Dave Buchanan (815-848-1057). 

March: Nate Addis, Dave Buchanan, Craig Curry, Jim Folwell,                                                       

   Memo Gomez, Paul Mason, Kevin Ricketts, Mark Strike       
 

Greeters:     Any questions/changes can be directed to Sue Gero (815-692-3232). 

March 6   SS Only:  Joy Mason 

 SS & Worship:  Al & Mary Beth Slagel   

 Worship Only:  Jerry & Kathie Huddleston   

 (Sub:  Mark Strike) 

March 13   SS & Worship:  Barb Taylor, Mary Streitmatter, Betty J Lawrence   

 Worship Only:  Linda Hoffman   

 (Sub:  Jackie Dever) 

March 20 Palm Sunday   SS Only:  Dawn Metz   

 SS & Worship:  Connie, Terry Zimmerman 

 Worship Only:  Darryl & Peg Stiles   

 (Sub:  Sue Gero) 

March 27 Easter      NO Sunday School    

 Worship:  Frank & Carol Vaughan, George & Sue Gero   

 (Sub:  Betty J Lawrence) 
 

Children’s Church: Any questions/changes can be directed to Gail McWhorter (815-419-8483). 

              Pre-K/Kdg    Elementary 

1st Week   Deanna Evans / Sue Slagel   Joy Mason / Lauren Broquard 

2nd Week   Sharee Lemerand    Rachael Strike 

3rd Week   Brenda Underwood/Chris Klus  Stephanie Bray / Tiffany Cooley 

4th Week   Evan & Carrie Lemerand   Bryen & Arla Wheeler 
 

Nursery:     Any questions/changes should be directed to Kendra Broquard (309-242-3538).                        

Sunday School       Worship / Front Only 

Linda Broquard/Lynette Johnson  March 6  Lassiter Family 

Carrie Rafferty    March 13  Dana Kafer 

Bryen & Arla Wheeler   March 20  Tammy Hoffman 

Evan & Rachel Bachtold   March 27  Amy Bachtold 

         


